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PREFACE 



T Dejgn in writing this Hiftory /V, to give as clear and 
faithful an Account as I am able,, of the Rife and Progrefs 
of Chriftianity among the Natives at Houfatunnuk : 


-particularly of Mr. Sergeant’s Miflion to them ; of the 
Meafures he took to recover thofe Indians theh Barbarity, Ig¬ 
norance and Heathenifm, and to inform them in the DoSlrines of the 
Gofpcl *, and of the Succels which, by the Blejfing of God, attended 
his faithful Endeavours to perfuade them to embrace the true Religion, 


In profecuting this Deftgn, I hope, in fame Meafure, to do JuJlice 
to the Memory of that e'sccellent Matt, who, from generous and pious 
Principles, undertook, and with great Induftry and Faithfulnefs pro- 
fecuted that Self-denying Work ; to let the generous and pious Donors 
to that good Defgn know, what the Succefs of their liberal and 
charitable Conix\hmions to it has been \ and to excite-others to 
follow their laudable and generous Example, by pving freely of thei ^ 
Subllance to promote that goedlVork, theQonvttiicm of the Heathen 
to the Chriftian Faith. If thefe Ends are anfwePd, I Jhall not 
regret the Trouble and Pains I have been at. 


It may, perhaps, be thought ftrange, that this Performance has 
been fo long delay*d. To which I would fay j It was almojl a Tear 
Vj j A z after 
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after itfr. Sergeant’s Death before I could faihfy myfelfthatM^- 
tcrials were to he found for fuch aPiirpofe ; and when I had colie Pled 
what were to he hady aifH entred upon it, I couU proceed but very 
Jlowly, by Reafon of other Bufinefs upon my Handstand the many un- 
■avoidable Avocations that attended me And after I hadjinijhld it, 
fome unforefeen Accidents and Occurrences, which I need not trouble 
the Reader with, delay'd it for feveral Months. 

Why it is not more full and compleat, now it does appear, may 
aljo be the SubjePt of Enquiry. ' To which IJhall only fay, that it is 
in fome Meafure owing to the Want of thofe Materials which 1 ex- 
pitied, aud which might have been very helpful, if they could have 
been obtain'd. 

IVhenit.was firfl propos'd to me to undertake this Bufinefs, 1 
concluded that Mr. Sergeant had preferv'd what was needful for 
fuck a Work for foon after he entred upon his Miflion, he wrote 
to me, dcf ring that I would fend him an Account of all Tranf- 
atlions with thofe \nd\ms,before he went to them : giving this as-a 
.Reafon, why he defir d it, viz. That he defign'd- to ccdlebi and pre¬ 
fers ebJ\2iitt\2d% for,andfnTme to, come,to ghe theWorld aHifiory of, 
the Progrejs of Religion among tbe Indian?,’ if his' Succtk.among 
them fhould prove confiderableor to thati Purpofe. I -therefore 
.concluded, that he had not only kept a J^ournal of .Ms owy Doings 
among them, but that he had alfo carefully preferv'd Copies of all 
' his Letters to Gentlemen with whsm.he ifiatMairPd a Corfefpondence, 
and their Returns to him ; anAthat little or dothing more would be 
needful, than to Tranfcribe, in their proper Places, what he had 
preferv'd. But I found myfelf, more or lefs, difappointed upon all 
thefe Heads. His Journal was indeed fomeihing large ^ particular 
fer five or fix Tears., hut after that Time it confifted mly ..of a few 
brief Hints, two or three Pages in Oflavo, upon common Paper, con¬ 
taining the Space of a Tear ; and, for two or three Tears, it was 
wholly wanting. He was alfo fo full of Bufinefs, that he had not 
Time to preferve Copies of thofe Letters he wrote to Gentlemen with 
whom he correfponded, either in this Country, or in Great-Britain, 
except a very few'. Tea, when he wrote'an ITikofiCdLi Account of 
the Succefs of the Gofpel among the Indians at Stockbridge, 

under 
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under his Miniftry^ in Compliance with the Defire of the Committee 
of Directors for the Society for propagating Chrijlian Knowledge^ 
in Scot hA'i!iT>,Jignified to him by their Prejident George Drum¬ 
mond, Efq^-y and font it to themy he had no Leifure to preferve a 
Copy of it. Some few Letters like-wifiy. written to him, were not to 
be found. 

When 1 became acquainted with thefe Things^ I was much dif- 
courag'd'y and had not I recovered the Originals which Mr. Ser¬ 
geant wrote to the Rev. Dr. Colman, to whom he wrote more 
frequentlyy and more freelyy than to any other Many Ifhould not have 
attempted any Thing of this -Nature. Andy when I entred upon the 
Bufmefsy I little thought of compofing any Thing that would be fit 
for publick View. My Defign was (feeing I had by me what Ma¬ 
terials / could come at) to preferve what might, he moji likely to be. 
of Ufe hereof ter y whichy in all Probability y would foon have been 
Icjiy by continuing in loofe Papers. 

And now it is proposed to publilh what I have written, I hope 
the foregoing Account will eneufe^me •, thd" the-Performance be not 
JO full and complcat, as iVmigbt have been,f by the Help of thofe 
Things which’ I could not obtain. Every Reader will be fenfibie, 
that Mr. Sergeant, and the-goodCaufe in which he was engaged, 
might have been placed in a more advantagious Light, had thofe 
Things which are wanting, been preferv^d. He wiU alfo, I truji, 
be as fenfibie that Eloquence andNeatn&fs'yf Stile are not what I 
have laboured after, but a plain Narrative ofFabls, in a Language, 
which 1 hope will prove intelligible^ to all, who take the Trouble of 
reading what is here prefented. 

I cannot think any judicious Perfen, upon mature Confderationy 
will judgeythat which has been brought topafshyMr. Sergeant’s 
Miniftry, among Indians, is fmall and inconfiderable. In the 
Tear 1734.. when- he went firfi to thofe Indians, their Number, 
great and fmall, was fhort of Fifty, and they in the Depths of Hea- 
. thenifm and Barbarity. In the Tear 1749, when he died, they 
were increafed, /c? 218 5 182 Indians, had been baptized by him, 
and a Church confifing of 42 Indian Communicants ccmmemoraied 
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the Sufferings of.CWik^t the LoFd’s-Tai>Ic. Mr. Woodbridge’s 
School (feperate fro7}s the boarding School) had belonging to it 55 
Scholars., unho were taught to Read and Write., and were inJiruSfed 
in the Principles of Religion, this indeed is not like a Nation 
being horn at onee j but^ by the Ufe of ordinary Means., greater 
things have feldom been brought to pafs in fo Jbort a Pime. And 
we, in this Part of the Country, have feen Nothing like it, refpebUng 
the poor Natives who live upon our Borders. And if Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Life had ken fpaPd to have profecuted the Affair of the 
Boarding-School, according to his Intention, and with his wonted 
Wifdom, Prudence & Skill,, is it not highly probable, that we Jhould, 
by this Time, have feen a confiderahle Number of the Indian Touth 
educated there, in Labour, Iniujlry and good Hujbandry, as well as 
in Learning who probably might have proved net only ufeful 
Members ff Society, but alfo of the Church of Chrili ^ 

If what I have written upon this Subjebl may be a Caufe of many 
Thankfgivings to GOD for bis rich Grace and Mercy, exercifed to 
the Indians at Stockbridge, by Mr. Sergeant’s Miniftry ; if 
it may be a Means of exciting pious, and well dijpos'd Perfons to 
charitable and generous Contributions to promote the fpmtual Good 
of the poor Natives there, ar in other Places j if it may he an 
Inducement to any young Gentlemen, qualified for fucb a Service, to 
follow the excellent Example Mr. Sergeant has given ; however 
mean the Performance is, the Effeil will-be good, and will anfiosr 
the Emd of the unworthy Author, 

Springfield, 

November 14. ly^2. 

Samuel Hopkins. 
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Tribe commonly known by the Name of 
Indians is large, mofl: of xhem live within 
Limits o^New-Tcrk Government, interfpers’d 
among the DuUb^ and never had Endeavours us’d 
with them, cither to civilize or chriftianize them i 
but ftill continue in their native Ignorance and 
Barbarity. A fmall Number of them live in the N. W. Corner 
of Conne&icut Government, and a few Families of them on Hcu- 
fatunnuk River, or at Houfatunnuk^ which now goes by theName 
of Sheffield in the County of Hampjhire, in the S. W. Corner of 
the Maffachufetts Province, bordering on the Government of 
Uew-Tork W. and on CmneUicut S. 

Thefe few Indians at Houfatunnuk, are they to whom the Rev. 
Mr. John Sergeant received his Miflion, and with whom En¬ 
deavours have been us’d for about eighteen Years paft, to form 
them to Chriftianity. And ’tis the Defign of this Treadfe, to 
give an Hiftorical Account of the Meafures which have been 
taken with them for this End ; the Succefs that has attended 
them ; and what their prcfenc State is. 

In Profecuting this Defign, I fhall have Occafion to give 
‘ an Account of a confiderabic Part of the Ufe^ Death and Cha¬ 
racter^ of that pious and excellent Man, the Rev. Mr., John 
Sergeant, who preach’d the Gofpel to tlM, and died in that 
Service. * 

- - About 
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About the Year 1720, or perhaps fomething fooner, the Ge¬ 
neral JJfembly of this Province granted two Townfliips on Hou- 
River, to feme People vt ho were defirous of fettling 
there. The Land was purchafed of the River-Indians^ who had 
the native Right ; but they refervM for themfelves two fmall 
Tra:ts of Land ; one lying at a Place they call Skatehook, and 
now fairs into the firft Panlb in Sheffield ; the other about 8 or 
10 Miles further the; River, .whicb they call Wnahktukook^ 
and is within the Bounds of Stockbridge. And at each of thefe 
Places dwell about four or five Families of Indians. 

When the Englifh made Settlements there, they became ac¬ 
quainted with thofc Indians •, Kunkapot^ the principal Perfon 
among them, was foon takenNotice of by i)\tEnglifh^ and fpoken 
of as a Man of Worth. It was by a meer Accident I became 
-acquainted with his general Charadler. Mr. Ebenezer Miller.^ 
one of my Neighhotifs,who'had hh Account from ^Houfaimnuky 
‘infornPd me,thai: hd ^as‘ftri< 5 l!y temperate, a very juft and up¬ 
right Man in his Dealings, a Man of Prudence, and induftrious 
in his Bufmefs ; and inclin’d to embrace the Chrifiian Religion : 
But that there were fome Difficulties lying in his Mind, two of 
which I remember. One was, that if he became a Chriliiany\{\% 
own Pebple would difeard him; ^ The other was, the ill Con- 
verfation of Chriftians •, it being as bad, as he tho*c, if not worfe 
than chat of the Heathen. ( An Objeftion too juft, and it is not 
to be wonder’d at, that it ftiouid prove a ftumbling Block to an 
ohksvmg Heathen:) ■ 

I was much affedled. with the Story of this Indian^ and deter¬ 
min’d to endeavour that he, and the Reft of the Indians there, 
might be inftriided in the Dodlrines of Chridtianity *, for this I 
was prepared, by Dr. Colmanh giving me an Account, the May 
preceding, of the Money depofited in the Hand 

for fufh PurpofeSi and knowing that the honourable John Stod-^ 
dardy Effj-, ‘of Northampton^ was more than any Man, in i\\z Pro- 
vinccy acquainted with the State Indians in general, having 

often been employ’d by the in Aftkirs relating to,., 

■ them,I determin’d to difeourfe with him upon it,and to take his ' 
Advice in theCafe. Accordingly, i nh 1754., I waited 

upon him at his c#n Houfe, and confer’d with him upon the 
Subica:. He inform’d me, “ That the River-Indians .were the 

largeli 
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Jargeft 'Tribe of any near the £«;^//y^SettIements j that he judg’d 
a Mijfionary among them would be much more likely to do Ser¬ 
vice, and to anfwer the End of his Miffion^ than thole MiJJiona- 
ries^ Meffieurs Parker, Hinjdel, and Secomh, who had been 
fome Time before ordain’d, and fent to the iei'eral Forts and 
Truck-Houfes in our Eajlern IVeJiern Borders. For th^Tribes, 
thofe Gentlemen were lent to, were very much under the 
Influence of the French. And further, what Opportunity thofe 
MiJJtonaries had to Inftrufl them, was only at thofe Forts, when 
they came in upon a trading Defign *, and that, as foon as they 
had done their Bufinefs, they went off, and while they flay’d, 
were not perhaps in the beft Temper to receive Inftrudlion : But 
as to xhtRiverrIndians, the French had no Influence upon them ; 
a Miffi^nap might live among them, and take all Opportunities 
to inflru^nor only the Men, but alfo their Families: Their 
Children might be taught to read, and write, and be Jed into 
a Knowledge of the Principles of Cbriftanity, &c. &c.- 

TheEvent pov’d thefeReafonings to be very juft •,for,not long 
after, thofeMiffionaries, Meffi. Parker, Hmfdel,znd Seccmb, were 
difcourag’d, and threw up their Mijftons, as not being able to 
anfwer the Ends of them j but a Mijfm to the Riv7r-Indians 
prov’d more fucccfsful. 

Some Time after, I inform’d the Rev. Vie. Stef hm Williams 
of Springfield of thefe Suggeftions, and what I had heard. And 
upon our Motion theRev, Mr. Williams ok Hatfield wrote to the 
Honourable and Rev. Commijfioners at Bojion who defir’d us 
that we would take a Journey to Houfatunnuk, and confer with 
the Indians there,rerpeaing their vtQzwxogz Mijfionary to inftrudt 
them.—— About this Time His Excellency Governour Belcher 
wp pleas’d to honour the two principal Indians of Houfatunnuk 
with Commtffions, To Kunkapot he gave a Captain\, and to 
Umpachenee a Lieutenants. Their Commijfions being fent to Spring-^ 
field,^o heard thar they were coming for them,& therefore con¬ 
cluded we would confer with them here, before we proceeded to 
Houfatunnuk. ^ Accordingly, on the 22d Day of May. we went 
to their Lodgings, and difeours’d with them by their Interpreter 
Jehoikim VanValkenburgh, who came with them. 

The Captain Ihew’d himfelf very deflrous of having a Mtjfio-’ 
nary fent among them, that their Chiidr^i might be taught to 
• B read. 
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read, &'c. The Lieutemnt did not feem fo very defirous of it ; 
but yet exprefs^d his Willingnefs that it ihould be fo. But, at 
the fame Time, they let us know,that they fpake only for them- 
felves^ and that it would be needful their fhould becon- 

fulted in the Affair. We therefore inform’d them, that fome 
Time in July they might expe<fl: to fee us ziHoufatunnuk^ where 
we would confer with them, and their Brethren, further upon 
thofeThings. But when theTime came, I was lick. The Rev. 
Mr. Bull oi IVeflfield therefore took my Place, and, on the 8 th 
of July 1734? accompany’d Mr. Williams thither. Tht Captain 
and Lieutenant were very glad to fee them, and call’d theirPeo^ 
pie together, of whom thofe Gentlemen inquiPdj whether they 
were willing a Minijler fliould be fent to them to inftrudl them 
in thtChrijfian Religion^to teach theirChildren to read, (^c. The 
Indians defir’d four Days to confider of theThing propos’d ; and 
at the End df thofe Days they all gave in their Names, and fig- 
nify’d their Defires to thofe Reverend Gentlemen, that a Minijler 
might be fent to them, for the Ends propos’d. Upon-which 
the Rev. Mr. Williams deliver’d to them a fmall Belt of Wompum^ 
as a Confirmation of what had pafs’d between them, and as a 
Sort of Record thereof. * 

Not long after the Return of thofe Gentlemen from Houfa^ 
iunnuk, the Rev. Mr. Williams went xo Bojton^ he waited 

upon the Honourable Commiffioners ( his Excellency Governor 
Belcher being then at their Head) and acquainted them with the 

good 

* A Wompum is a fmallCylinder of about one third of an Inch long,and as big 
round as a fmall Straw, with a Hole dril’d thro’ the Middle of it Length-wifci 
and is made of the Shell of {oxacSeaFi/h^ polifti'dvery fmeoth. A Number 
of thefe ftrung upon fmall Threads, and knit together in the Form ©f a Bek, 
are call’d a Belt of Wompum, Some of thefe Wompum are mvhite, fome black, 
the black bear the higheft Price ; they pafs among the Ratuves as Money, 
and were the only Coin the Indians had, before they became acquainted with 
the Europeans. They alfo ufe them as Ornaments, wearing them about their 
Necks, Wrifts, &c. It is a Cuftom among the Indians neighbouring to us, and 
X fuppofe among all others, to give Belts of Wompum for the Confirmation of 
all Treaties, and as a Remembrance of what paffes between Parties ; fo that 
if one Tribe fends a Meffage to another without fuch a Belt, the Melfage is 
call’d, m empty Word, not to be regarded or remember’d : But if a Beit ac- 
company’s thcMeffage, it is laid up as aRecord of theThing tranfafled; and 
' by it, not only the prefent, but future Generations, keep in Remembrance 
what was then dohe. And thefe are all the Buerds they keep in fuch Cafes, 
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good Difpofition of the Indians refpe^ling the Bufinefs they went 
upon. And ihtCommiJIioners were fo encourag’d by the Account 
given them, that they deCir’d thofe Gentlemen, Meffieurs 
Hams and Bull to feek after fome luitablePerfon to be employ’d 
as a Miffimary to thofe Indians. As appears by the following 
Vote. 

“ At a Meeting of the Commiffioners "for Indian Affairs, at 
“ the Council-Chamber in Bojlon^ Augufi i6th 1734. 

“ Prefent. His Excellency Governor Belcher, 

“ Thomas Uutchinfon^ Dr. Benjamin Colman^ 

“ Edward Hutchinfon^ ^Efqrs; Vis. JoJepb Sewall 
“ Ibomas Steel, J Adam Wintbrop. 

‘‘ A Report of the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams, and the Rev. 
Mr. Nebemiah Bull, read, giving an Account of their Yifica- 
“ tion lately made to the Indians at Houfatunnuk, at the Defire 
“ of the Commiffioners, wherein is fet forth their Conference with 
‘‘ faid Indians, and their Confent to receive Inftrudlion in the 
“ Chrijiian Religion, and theirDelire that the Commiffioners would 
“ fend them zMinifter for that Purpofe. 

“ Thereupon, 

‘‘ Voted. That the faid Meffieurs Williams, & Bull, be defir’d 
“ to ufe their Endeavours for obtaining a fuitable Perfon to go 
“ and refide there as their Minifter, to inftrud them and their 
‘‘ Children in Religion, and in Reading, and to preach the Gof- 

pel to them on the Sabbaths.-That they be allow’d to 

pronlife fuch fuitable Perfon, for his Encouragement, the Sa- 
lary of One Hundred Pounds per Annum. A (rue Copy 

Atteft. Adam Winihrop^ 

Before this Time, Mr. Sergeant’s Inclination to ferve the 
Souls of idcitNathes had reached ourEars *, for he had freely faid 
in private Converfation, that he had rather be employ’d as a 
MtJJionary to the Natives, if a Door ffiould open for it, than ac¬ 
cept a Call any Pariih might give him. Thofe Gen¬ 

tlemen b^ing inform’d of this, were not at a Lofs where to go, 
but made their Application to him in September j 734. at New^ 
Haven ,he was employ’d as one of ih€Tutcrs of Tale-College, 
Their Application to him, and his Anfwer, I ffiali give the Rea- 
B 2 dcr 
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der in his own Words, as I find them in the Beginning of the 
Journal, which he kept of his Mijfion to the River-Indians at 
Houfatunnuk. 

‘ In Sepiemher 17^4. The Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams, and 

* Mr. Nehemidb Bull, being appointed by the Gentlemen Com^ 
*• m'Jftoners in Bofton, to treat and agree with fome Ferfbn to 
‘ undertake a Mijfion to the hdians of Houfatunnuk, came to me 
‘ at New Haven, with the Propofals ; bringing a Very encoura- 
‘ ing Account of the good Inclination of thofe Indians, and of 
‘ their Defire to be infirudled in the Principles of the ChriBian 
‘ Religion. 

‘ I was then engag’d in Bufinefs at Tale^College •, but, upon 
‘ the fair Probability there appear’d of Succefs, 1 told the Gen- 

* tlemen, that I was fo far from being unwilling to devote my- 
‘ fclf to the Service of God in fo good a Caule, that I was rather 
‘ defirous, if none better qualify’d could be found, to improve 
‘ what Abilities I had in fuch an Undertaking ; tho’ I was fen- 
‘ fible, I mufi: not only lofe a great many agreable Amufements 
‘ of Life, efpecially in leaving my Bufinefs at College, which was 
‘ the moft agreable to me that could be ; but alfo expofe my- 
‘ felf to many Fatigues and Hardlhips, and I know not to what 
‘ Dangers, among a barbarous People. For indeed I fhould be 
‘ afham’d to own myfclf a Cbriliian, or even a Man, and yet 
‘ utterly refufe doing what lay in my Power, to cultivate Hu- 
‘ manity among a People naturally ingenious enough, but for 
‘ Want of Infl:ru< 5 lion, living fo much below the Dignity of hu- 
‘ man Nature j and to promote the Salvation of Souls perijbing 

* in the Bark, when ihtLight of Life is fo near them. Befides, 

‘ to fee fo much Pains taken by thofe of the Romijb Church, 

‘ not only in other Parts, but alfo in America, and in our Borders, 

* whofe Religion is fo corrupted, that it may fcarcely be call’d 
‘ Chriftianity, fhould, methinks, excite us to Emulation, who, 

< at lead, think we profefs Chriftianity in much greater Purity. 

‘ Upon the earneftDefire of the two forementionedGentlemen, 

* I readily confented to undertake the Miffion, if I might be 

‘ accepted upon the Terms I propos’d, vix. that with the Ap- 
‘ probation of the Rev. and ‘TruBees of Yak-College, \ 

‘ would fpend about half of the Year with the Indians, and the 
‘ Reft of the Year live at College 5 (for I had a Mind to carry my 

‘ Fupils 
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‘ Pupils throagh the Courfe of thd¥ Studies, who now were en- 
‘ tering upon their laft Ycar)\ and afterward, if tliere fhould be 
' any reafonable Encouragement, I would devote myfelf incire- 

* ly to the Service of inffruifdng the Indians. This they agreed 

* to, and therefore the Rev. Mr. Williams immediately wrote to 
‘ the honourable Adam Winthrop^ Efq*, one of the Ccmmijftoners 

* at BQ§fon^ to inform him how far they had proceeded.* 

The Terms propos’d by Mr. Sergeant were agreableto the 
Commijfioners^ as appears from the following Letter from the ho¬ 
nourable Adam Winthrop^ Efqj their Secretary. 

S I R, 

‘ By a Letter juft receiv’d from the Rev. Mr. StephenWilliamSy 
‘ I am inform’d he has treated with you about engaging in the 
‘ Indian's Service at Houfatunnuk. And 1 am highly gratified 
‘ with the encouraging Account he gives of your Ingenuity, 

‘ I^earning, and Piety, and alfo with your laudable Inclination 
‘ to undertake the Service. The only Difficulty he mentions is, 
‘ That i\itRe5lor^ "Prufies, and alfo your Pupils, were unwilling 
' you fhould leave the College, till they had done reciting *, but 
‘ that, if the Commijfioners would be fatisfied with your redding 
« at Houfatunnuk one Quarter of a Year now, and then leave the 
‘ Indians till the Spring, you would return and tarry. And Mr. 
Williams defir’d that it might be fignify’d as foon as poffible, 

* whether the Commiffioners would accept of this Projedion. 
‘ Time would not allow of a full Meetingjbut 1 have confer’d 

‘ with His Excellency the Governor about it, and we do, in the 
‘ Name of the Commiffioners accept of the Propofal. So that 
‘ you may proceed and go to Mr. Williams'^, who informs me 
‘ that he will accompany you to Houfatunnuk. 

‘ I heartily wifh you, thro’ the divine Bleffing, good Succefs, 
« and much Comfort, in the Employment. And, dcfiring to 

* hear from you in Anfwer to this, I remain,’ 

Sir, your hearty Friend and Servant, 

Adam Wintbrop, 

Accordingly Mr. Sergeant proceeded to Houfatunnuk, and 
in his Journal gives the following brief Account of his Journey, 
and the Reception he met with there. 

‘ OlioUr 
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* O^ohr Sth. I fee out from New Uaven^ and went to Mr. 

* Hull* s, who it was propos’d fhould bear me Company to Hou- 

* fatunnuk^ and introduce me to the Indians^ being fomething ac- 
‘ quainted with them, as he had been there befo e in the Sum- 

* mer with Mr. Williams^ to treat with them, with Refped; to 

‘ their receiving the GoJ'pel. From on Thurfday 0 £fo-. 

* hr I uh, we fet out in the Afternoon, defigning to lodge at a 

* Houfe about 15 Miles onwards upon the Road, which was the 
‘ only Houfe before we came to Houfatumuk. But Night com- 

* ing on too foon for us, we were forced to lodge in the Woods 
‘ without Fire or Shelter. The next Day we got to Houfatun- 
‘ nuky a little before Night, thro* a moft doleful WildernefSjand 
‘ the worft Road, perhaps, that ever was rid. We took Care 

* to inform th.tlndians we were come,[they had expedfed us fome 
‘ Time] and dcfir’d them to meet us the next Day, at a Place 
‘ we appointed, near the Middle between the Places where the 

* Indians liv’d ; for one half of them liv’d near 4 Miles above, 
‘ up the Rhery and the other about fo much below. 

‘ Odfoher 13th. In the Afternoon I made a fhort Difeourfe to 
‘ the Indians by an Interpreter, an Indian call’d Ebenszer, to 
‘ which they (about 20 in Number *) gave very good Attention, 
‘ efpecially Capt. Kunkapot their Chiefy and his Family. 

‘ I adapted my Difeourfe, as well as I could, to their Capa- 
« cities and Manner of Thinking. The next Day Ebenezer told 
‘ me, that one who had been a little cold in the Delign, was 
« mov’d with what I faid, and feem’d now confiderably enwao-’d. 
‘ The Interpreter could fpeak Englifh very well, for he had liv’d 
« with them, and had got confiderablc Knowledge in the Prin- 

* ciples of Rel'gion, and was very defirous Mr. R»//would bap- 

« tize him. Accordingly we met at the Lieutenant's Houfe on 
‘ Thurfday, where Mr. Bull examin’d with Refpedt to 

‘ his Knowledge and Refolution to live a Chriftian Life, and he 
‘ gave a pretty good Account of the Principles of the Chrihian 
*■ Religion, and faid, he would rather burn in the Fire than fof- 
‘ fake the Truth. Mr. R«//, made a Prayer, which Ebenezer in« 
‘ terpreted, and 1 deliver’d another diort Difeourfe, after which 

Ebenezer 

* Mr. Sergeant notes in bis Journal fome Time after this, that when be fpeaka 
of Ws Ht;arers, he intends only adult Perfons, and is fo to be underftood 
herci and elfewhere. 
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« Ehenezer was baptized by Mr. Bull^ making the following Re- 
‘ nunclation of Heathenifm^ ProfelTion of Chrijiianity^ and Fro- 
‘ mife of a good Life. 

‘ through the Goodnefs of God towards me^ in bringing me into 
‘ the Way of the Knowledge of the Gofpe], I am convinced of the- 
‘ Truth of the Chriftian Religion, and that it is the only Way that 
^ leads to Salvation and Happinefs. I therefore freely, and hear- 
‘ tily, forfaks Heathenifh Darknefs, and embrace the Light of the. 
‘ Gofpel, and the Way of Holinefs. And do now,.in Prefence of 
‘ Almighty God, the Searcher of Hearts, and before many WitneJJes, 

‘ ferioufly and folemnly iake the Lord Jehovah, to be my God and 
‘ Portion, Jefus Chrift his Son to be my Lord Rcdc^cr; and 
‘ the Holy Ghofl: to be my Sandifier and Teacher. And do Co- 
‘ venant and Promife, by tbeHelp of divineGrace, that I will cleave 
‘ to the. Lord with Purpofe of Heart, believing his revealed Truths, 
‘ as far as I can gain the Knowledge of them, obeying his Commands, 
‘ both thofe which mark out my Duty, and thofe that forbid Sin, 
‘ fincerely and uprightly to the End of my Life. 

* Here Ebenezer fhew*d us a little Boy, nam*d Showanun,'^ho, 
‘ being in the Woods with his Father, at a confiderable Diftance, 
‘ and hearing that 1 was coming, and would teach the Children 
‘ to read, would ftay no longer with his Father, but was refoiv’d 
*■ to come Home, tho* his Father (to. try him 1 fuppofej told 
‘ him, if he left him no Body would take Care of him, to pro- 
‘ vide him Viduals and Cloaths ; but he would not be diffuaded 
‘ from coming Home to learn his Book. And what makes this 
‘ the more remarkable in the Boy, \$, that he is exceeding fond 
‘ of his Father, as his Father is alfo of him. 

The Indians, as has been obferv’d, living in two Places about 
8 or lo Miles afunder, it was needful they fliould come together 
in one Place, that they, on the Sabbath might attend upon Mr. 
Sergeant’s Preaching, and have their Children taught on the 
Week Days. When therefore they were together at Lieutenant 
Umpachenee^s Houfc, they difeours’d the Matter, and concluded, 
that, during theWinter Seafon, they would dwell together about 
half Way between thofePlaccs,where each Party then liv’d •, the 
Place being well accommodated withWood and Water, and alfo 
Bear fome Englifb Families, in one of whick Mr. Sergeant 

might 
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might live, while he ferv’d them *, but this could continue no 
longer than the Spring, when they muft return to their own 
Places to Plant, 

* Lord's-Day^ O^ioher 20th. I made two Dlfcourfes to the In-- 

* dians^ (in Number the fame as before) to whfeh they gave great 
‘ Attention, and feem’d to be well pleas’d. They were inter- 

* preted'by Mr. Van Valkenhurgh^ a Dutch Man! 

On Monday 21ft. They chearfully fet about building 

2 publkk Houje at the Place agreed upon, to ferve them, both to 
meet in on the Sabbath^ and to keep the School in ; round which 
they built fmaii Huts for their feveral Families to dwell in. The 
Chearfulnefs & Engagednefs they difeover’d herein, was an Evi¬ 
dence of the ardent Delircs they had to hear the Word preach’d, 
and to have their Children taught to read. And, in a fhortTime, 
they all mov’d with their Families thither. While ihefe Things 
were doing, Mr. Sergeant went up to IVnahktukook^ the Place 
where the Captain and fome others lived, to teach theirChildren 
to read, and was greatly pleas’d with the Refpedl they fhew’d 
him, and with the Children, they being exceedingly engag’d to 
learn. He went alfo to Skaiekook^ih^^ldiZt where the Lkutenmt 
and four Families more liv’d, and taught their Children. The- 
Number at each Place being about 9 or 10. 

The Number of Mr. Sergeant’s Auditors now began to in- 
creafe. Lords-Day^ November 3. he writes, My Auditory 
‘ was greater than it had been ; and now, befides Preaching, I 
‘ pray’d by an Interpreter.” And to move our Pity to the poor 
Heathen who are brought up in Ignorance, he proceeds thus ;* 
‘ After Service they invited me to go, the next Day, up to 
‘ JVnahktukook^ toStQ 2i religious Ceremony^ h2id. learn’d of 
‘ their Fathers. Accordingly I went, Ebenezer bore meCom- 
‘ pany, of whom I enquir’d, to fatisfy my Curiofity, into the 
‘ Notions, Cuftoras & Manners of their Nation. Among other 
‘ Things, he told me of fome he had known that were 
‘ who fuppos’d all Things began, continu’d,and ceas’d, accord- 
‘ ing to the feveral Laws of their iVh/«rRt, without any Caufc 

* or Diredion from a fuperiour Hand. Others believ’d the Sun 

* to be God^ or at leaft t\\tBodyi or Rejidence, ot the Deity ; but 
‘ that now they genernlly believ’d the Fxitfence of one fupreme 
‘ invifible Being, the Maker of ail Things. He told me alfo 

fundry 
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* fundry childlfli and ridiculous Things, which they believ’d 

‘ As that the feven Stars were lb many Indiahs tranflated toHea-' 
‘ veh in a Dance •, that the Stars in Charles's IVain, are fo many 
‘ Men hunting a Bear j that they begin theChace.in theSpring, 

‘ and hold it all Summer *, by the Fall they have wounded it,' 

* and that the Blood turns theLeaves red : by the Winter they 
‘ have kill’d it, and theSnow is made of its Fat ; which, being 
‘ melted by theHeat of theSummer,makes the Sap of Trees, i*' 

‘ There is a large Heap of Stones, 1 fuppofe ten Cart Loads, 

‘ in the Way to IVanhktukook^ which the Indians have thrown 
‘ together, as they have pafs’d by the Place ; for itus’d to be 
‘ their Culfom, every Time any one pafsM by, to throw a Scone 
‘ to it : But what was the End of it they cannot tell : Only 
‘ they fay, their Fathers us’d to do fo, and they do it becaufe it 
< was the Cuftom of their Fathers, But Ehenezer fays, he fup- 
‘ poles it was defign’d to be as anExpreffion of cheirGratitude to 
‘ the fupream Being, that he had preferv’d them to fee thePlace 
‘ again, I'hefe Things Ehenezer told me, by the Way, as we 
‘ were riding to Wnahktukook^ which are fuch childifh Fables 
‘ that I had not taken Notice of them, had it not been that they 
‘ believ’d them, as childifh as they are *, which fhews us how 
‘ eafily Men brought up in Ignorance are impos’d upon, and 

^ fhould, methinks, excite us the more to pity them.--When' 

‘ we were come to the Captain^s Houfe^ihtrt were feveral. of our 
‘ Indians there, as well from below, as thofe that belong’d there. 
‘ After we had been there for fome Time, two Men, appointed 
‘ for the Service, took a Deer down that hung up in the Wig- 
‘ warn, * which was to be offer’d, and laid the four Quarters’ 
‘ upon a Bark in the Middle, of the^Houlb; (the Reft fitting 
‘ round very feriqus;) the Skin was taken off with the entire 
C Head 

f I leave the Reader to conjecture, whence thefc happened to form, 

their Notion fo fimilar to that of the Europeans, who call thefe Stars the' 
Great Bear, 

* A Wignx'am is an Indian.Houfe, in building of which they take fmall flexible 
' Poles and flick them into the Ground, round fuch a Space as they intend for 

the Bignefs of their Houfe, whether greater or left ; thofe Poles they bend 
from each Side, and fallen them together, making an Arch over Head ; 
Then they faflen fmall Sticks to them, cutting thePolcs at right Angles, which 
ferve for Ribs. After which they cover the whole wi h the Bark of Trees, 
leaving a Hole in the Top for the Smoak to go out, and at one or both pals 
-to go in and out. 
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‘ Plead and Neck to th-e Shoulders •, the fourQuarters were laid 
^ one upon another, and the Skini,doubled Length-wile,was laid 
‘ upon them, fo as to make it look as much like a whole Deer 
‘ as might be. When this was done, an elderly Man, appointed 
‘ for that Purpofe, Hood up over k ; and, with a pretty loud 
‘ Voice, fpake. to the following Purpofe. 

‘ O great God pity us^ grant us Food to eat, afford us good and^ 
‘ comfortable Sleep, preferve us from being devoured by the Fowh 
‘ that fly in the Air. This Deer is given inToken that we acknow- 
‘ ledge thee the Giver of all Things. Then he halloo’d pretty 
‘ loud, that God might hear and take Notice of what they were 
‘ doing. Then he that made the Offering gave theyro Tempore- 
‘ Pried: (Tor they have no flared one} a String of Wompum which 
‘ was to pay him for his Service 5 after which he halloo’d again. 

* After thefe Ceremonies were ended, the two Men beforc-men- 
*' tioned, cut theDecr in Pieces and boil’d it -, and when it was 
‘ made ready, a Piece was given to every one, of which they' 
*' all eat, except he that offer’d it, (for he eats none of it) which 
‘ is to fignify it is a Gift, and therefore free, and hqdefirea.none 
‘ of it back again. While they were eating, one of theWairers 
‘ gave the Skin with theFect, and fome of theinwards,to an old 

* WidowWoman,which is aDeed ofCharity they always pradlicc- 
‘ upon fuch Occafions. 

‘ Upon Inquiry into the Original of this Piece of Religion, 

‘ they gave me the following fabulous Account of the firfl In-' 

‘ flitution of it. They had receiv’d it by Tradition from their 
‘ Fathers, that there once liv’d a Man among them, who was 
‘ fecn to come down from Heaven with Snow-Shoes on, (which 

* was the Original of that he liv’d in great Repu- 

‘ tation among them : was eftcem’d a flero^. and ol Prophet, r 
‘ He clear’d their Country of Monllcrs that infcfled theirRoads, 

* and taught them that this was a religious Cuftom in theCoun- 
‘ try above, from whence he came ; and of him they learnt this 
‘ Piece of Religion. That he married aWife among them,and 
‘ had two Children by her j and that when they offer’d a Deer, 

‘ he us’d to be their Prieft-‘ but fome Times he omitted pray- 
‘ ing upon fuch Occafions, which the Indians found Fault with, 

‘ and this coming ro the Ears of his Wife, flie inform’d him ; 

‘ he confefTed it a faulty Neglect ; and apologizing, as well as 

I he 
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‘ he could, for himfclf, promis’d he would do ir next Tfrue. 

* And accordingly, when the next Occafioh offer’d, he ,began 

* to pray with his two Children upon his Knees, and was in a 
‘ wonderful Manner rais’d from the Ground, rifing gradually as 
‘ he continu’d praying : but when he had got juft rp the Top 
‘ of theWigwam^ they call’d to him to leave one of hisChildren, 
‘ at leaft, behind him ; and letting one down, he was carried 
‘ up out of their Sight. This Child of his alfo prov’d an ex- 
‘ traordinary Man ; of whom they tell feveral very ridiculous 
‘ Stories •, which yet they believe with a firm Faith.’ 

The above Hiftorical Account I have not inferred fo much 
for its being curious, as to excite Gompafiion towards fuch ig¬ 
norant Creatures, and the charitable Endeavours of generous 
Minds to bring them out of fuch a benighted Stare. 

November 5th. Mr. Sergeant began to keep School, in the 
School-Houfe which the Indians had built ; and on the next 
Week his Scholars were in Number 22 or 23, as he writes j and 
on the following Week two new Scholars were added to their 
Number. Thefe he inftrudted on thcWcek Days, and preach’d 
on the Sabbaths. 

The following Pafifages, inMr. Sergeant’s Journal^ well de- 
ferve the Attention of thofc who are concern’d for the EngUjh 
Intereft in America^ and for the fpiritual Good of the Indians. 

‘ Monday, November the 25th. 1 went lo Albany., being de- 
‘ fir’d by the Minifters of the Country, to inquire after the Dif- 
‘ pofition of the Mohawks., and the Reft of the Indians in Friend- 
‘ fhip with the EngUjh., towards ihcChriftian Religion ; carrying 
‘ a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Williams of Hatjield, to the Hon. 

‘ Philip Livingston., Efq*, to defire of him Information in that 
‘ Matter. Mr. LivingSifin told me there was great Probability 
® that the Proteftant Religion might, if proper Means were 
‘ us’d, be introduc’d among moft of thofe Nations •, and he 
‘ look’d upon it abfolutely neceftary in Order to preferve the 
‘ Trade with them, and keep them inFriendfiiip with x\itEnglijh\ 

* for the French of Canada were very induftrious to gain them 
‘ over to their Intereft j and that they have Mifftonaries among 
‘ them, who came as near to their Government as they dare ; 

‘ that the Indians are drawn off, more or lefs, every Year to 
‘ Coruada, Much the fame Account other Gentlemen gave me, 

C 2 ‘ —Mr, 
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« —Mr. Barclay^ an ingenious apd religious yQung Genrleman, 
‘ has been about a Year and a half a^iong iht Mok0%i6ks, and 
‘ is learning their Language, and defigns to get Epifcopd Ordi- 
^ nation, to be a Mijfipnary among them, if i\\& Society for propa- 

* gating the Gofpel in foreign Parts will, fupport. him. He has 
‘ allow’d him a fmall Encouragement frQm the Government for 
‘ two Years, Pound per Annum., I faw him little more 
‘ than half a Year ago, at this Place, when he told me he had 
‘ alltheEncouragemcnt that could be expeded from thejndians j 

* had wrought fome confiderable Reformation in their Morals ; 

* and that they lov’d him entirely. The Mohawks are generally 

* ProfelTors of Chrifiianity ; but, for Want of Inftrudion, have 
‘ but little of it in Reality. And, methinks, it is great Pity^jfo 

* ingenious and worthy a Gentleman as Mr. Barclay Ihouid 
‘ want any Encouragement, in fo great and noble an Under- 
‘ taking. He now reads to them every Lord’s-Day thePrayers 
‘ in the Liturgy, which are tranflated into their Language,with 
‘ fome Leflbns out of the New-'Peflament^ befides fome Manu- 

* feript Difeourfes, made by a Mijfonary, which he has 

‘ got. But he has no {fated Interpreter, and when he has Occa- 
‘ fion for one, is oblig’d to pay him out of his own Pocket.. 
‘ In a Word, he is alonp in that noble Defign.’ 

. Mr. Sergeant left the College^ defigning to return to it again, 
as has been obferv’d. The Rev. Vix, Stephen Williams^ there¬ 
fore, and fome othcrs,’b,€ing very defirous that the might 

be inftruded, while Mr. Sergeant was abfent, prevail’d with 
Mr. 'Pimothy IVoodbridge of Springfield, to go to them. And 
■when Mr. Sergeant return’d from his forementioned Journey, 
he writes thus. ‘ Upon my Return from Albany, {which was 
‘ on Saturday November ^oth} I found Mr. Pimothy IVoodbridge, 
‘ a young Gentleman very well qualify’d for the Bufmefs, feht 
‘ up here, to take Care of the School, and to inifrud the Indians 
‘ in a Catechetical Way,when I ihouid return to my Bufmefs at 
A Cpllegel ■ . , - 

' Tho’ Things had/fuepeeded hitherto according to Mr. Ser,- 
GEant’s Defires, yet the Weelc before he return’d to College, 
Te met v/ith fome Things very'difeouraging, of which he gives 
' the following Account in his ' 

" Lord's- 
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Lord s-Day, December 8tb, I had but very few Hearers,hb'e 
‘ Rcafon of which was, that fome oi the Traders hah been dawn 
‘.from Hudfons River, and brought a large Quasifity Rum, 
‘ and fold to the Indians, with which they got drunk, and conf- 
‘ tinued fo for feveral Days, and had not got over it by the Sab- 
‘ hath. This was the moft difeouraging Week I had. For the 
‘ Dutch Traders, I was told, had been very induftrious tO'dif- 
^ courage the Indians frona being Cbrjfiians, thinking it would 
‘ leffen their Trade with them, or at leaft they Oiould not be 
‘ under fo good Advantages to cheat and impofe upon them. 
‘ For they make vaa Profit by felling them Rum, and making 
* Bargains with them when they, are drunk ; and Drunkennefs 
‘ is a Vice tht Indians are,extremely addifted to. Thefe Traders 
‘ tell th^m, that the Religion we are about to teach them, is. not 
‘ a good one *, that we defigri in the End to ferve ourfeives by 
‘ them, to make Slaves of them and their Children, and the like. 
‘ They alfo took Occafion, from the Eaw there is in this Pro- 
‘ againft private Perfons felling the Indians.ihotgDnnk, 

‘ to prejudice them Government znd People as tho’ 

‘ we were not their Friends. Upon thefe Infinuations, I uqder- 
‘ flood fome of the Indians were very much difguited & afironc- 
‘ ed •, that the Lieutenant was out of Humour ; that his Brother 
‘ erpedally was in a great Paffion, who is a confidcrable Man 
‘ among them. 

‘ Upon this Information I defir’d the Captain Lieutenant 
‘ to come to myLandlord’s on Lord’s Day Evening, (defigning 
‘ the next Day to leave them) Accordingly they came, and I 
‘ endeavour d to remove thofePrejudices, and to perfuade them 
‘ thofe Infinuations were utterly groundiefs and falfc *, tfiat the 
f Traders doubtlcfs were the Men that intended to make a Prey 
‘ of them, and their Children ; and labour’d to fatisfy therrr, 
that the foremention’d Law was defign’d in their Favour, to 
‘ prevent their abufing themfelves, and expofing themfelves to 
t the Abufes of others ; that the Government did not defign to 
‘ prevent their having ftrong Drink i for .in other Places fome 
‘ trufty, Perfons have had Commiffions to fell them Liquor,and 
‘ other Things they wanted, at the fame Rate they go at in 
‘ Bojicn, and Orders to allow them the fame Price for their 
! Goods as they would fetch at Bofton. With what I faid they 

‘ feem’d 
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^ feem’d well fatisfied *, efpQcizlly Ku^kapst \ for he faw thro’ 
‘ the Defign of the Traders. And- a& he is a tetnjierate Man 
‘ himfeif, fo he is very much griev’d at the Intempcra-ncc of his 
‘ People ; and tho’ he be calm and moderate in hisTcmper, yec 
‘ heihew’d confiderable Warmth and Faffion at the wicked and 
ungenerous Treatment oF the Traders.’ - 

The Neighbourhood of the Butch to thefe Indians has often 
prov’d a Difadvantage and Snare to them, and it is to be fear’d 
twill prove fo ftill ; for the Indians have often Occafion to go 
.among them upon Bufinefs, and to vifit their Brethren : Upon 
thofe Occafions ihcDutcb do not fail of tempting them toDrunk- 
ennefs, if there is any Profped: of their finding their Account in 
it ; and ’tis to be fear’d fome of them tempt them to Excefs, oh 
Purpofe to difappoinc the Defign of Chrifiiantzmg them. And, 
w’icbouc Doubt, the many Relapfes into Intemperance that have 
appear’d among the Indians, after their Pfofefrion of ChriHianity 
-fof which have happen’d too many Inftancesj have been owing 
to the wicked Practice of the Dutch. And as if other Temp¬ 
tations were not enough, they too often recommend Drunken- 
nefs to them by their own Example. 

The Time was now come, when Mr. Sergeant was oblig’^ 
to return to his Bufinefs at College', and, as a proper Expedient 
to forward the Defign he was now engag’d in, he propos’d to 
take two Indian Children with him, intending thereby to lead 
them into feme Acquaintance with the Englijh Language and 
Manners. And therefore, at the Clofe of the Conference he had 
with the Captain undLieutenant, mentioned above, he propos’d it 
to them. And in Journal gives this A.ccount of the Matter. 

‘ Then I aflc’d them if they would let two of their Children 
‘ go,and live with me atAfm-HrfW^rheRefcof theWinteri and 
‘ they agreed that t\\t Captain's. ctnly Sfyn Nungkawwat, and the 
Lmitenanls oldefl Son Etowaukaum, (who by the Way is 
‘ Grandfon by his Mother to Etowankaum, Chief of the River- 
* Indians, who was in England in Queen Reign) fhould be 
‘ the Children. They were both-young about 

^ nineYears old i Etowaukaum %houi \ Yec they were not 
‘ only willing to go with me, they knew not whither, but had 
‘ a Mind to it. And the next Morning, Monday December the 
‘ Qth, we fet out ^Q^ New-Haven, leaving Mx.Woodbridge in the 
^ ‘ School. 
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‘ School. The Boys went away with very good Courage^ and 
‘ held out a long a^d tedious Journey in a cold Seafon, with. 
‘ wonderiul Rcfolution.’ 

‘ December i^th. We got to New-Haven. I took the Boys 
‘ into my own Chamber at CollegCy and lent them tathc free 
‘ School kept at New-Haven. They liv’d very contentedly, vyere ’ 
‘ much made off by every Body *, for indeed they were a couple' 
of very likely Boys, efpecially the Lieutenanf^ Son. 

The prudent Meafures Mr. Sergeant took with thtIndianSf 
the little Time he fpent with them before his Return lo Cdlege y 
the Succefs had •, the Hopes he conceiv’d of being further ffr- 
viceablc to them •, together with the Oppofition he met with in 
profecuting his goodDefign theReader may beff learn from the 
following Letter which he wrote to the Commiffioners, foon after 
he got zo New-Haven^ (bow foon I am not certain, for the Copy' 
of it before me, has no Date) and direded it to the Honourable 
Adam Winihrop^VAo^., their Secretary. 

‘ Honourable Sir, 

‘ Tour Honoufs of November 13th I receiv’d at IVeSlJield, in 
‘ my Return from Houfatunnuk. ’Tis no fmall Satisfadion to, 

‘ me, thacjcar Honour, with the Reft of the Honourable and 
‘ Reverend Commijfioners, arc pleas’d to entertain a goodOpinion 
* of me. I have had the Approbation of my Confcience in the 
‘ Bufinefs I have undertaken, nor have I been at all difeonrented. 

‘ Thro’ the Blefling of God, the Defign has hitherto fucceeded,. 

^ full to, my Expedation, excepting that I have not had quitefo 
‘ many Auditors as I hop’d to have (there being generally, about 
‘ 3P,,) There has been about 25 Scholars in the School, befides 
‘ fome older ones, who took fomePains to learn theLcttcrs 
^ I fuppofe their Patience will hardly hold out to learn to read 
‘ well. They have always treated me withRefped &Kindnefsda 
‘ their Way. The Children in the School, I think, were fond 
^ ol me, apd they all feem’d to put great ConBdenc^ in me, and 
‘ what J believe you will think a fufiicient Evidence of it, is, I 
‘ have brought a Way with me too little Boys. One, is Capu 
‘ Kunkdpoth only Son, nam’d Nungkawwatr nine Years 

‘ old i the other is Lieut. Umpachenee^ eldeft Son Eiowaukaum, 
about eight Years old.- ^ 

^ ! The 
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‘ The I^ads had a great Mind to come with me, and their 
‘ Parents were very willing they fhould. TJney bore theFatigues 
‘ of the Journey well, and have been very contented fincc they 
‘ have been here. My Deiign in bringing them is to teach them 
‘ EngUjfh, and to learn Indian of them, as well as I can. I de- 
fign to keep them, untill i return to Haufatunnuky in theTown 
‘_School; tor my Time is fo taken up with College Bufinefs, 

‘ chat I cannot teach them myfelf. 

‘ I could not have the Opinion of theGentlemen CommiJJioners 

* but I doubt not hut what I have done will be grateful to them. 

‘ However, I did not defigii they fhould be burdenfome to the. 
‘ Society^ and hope to find lb much Charity amongft Gentlemen. 
‘ in thefe Parts, as to bear the Charges of their Board and 
‘ Schooling. They are two very likely Lads, and, if I do not 
‘ judge amifs, the Indian Children excel! the generality of ours, 

‘ in Pregnancy of Parts and good Humour. I am Pure I could 
‘ not have found an Englijh School, any where, that would have 
‘ pleas’d me fo much, Capt. Kunkapot is an excellentMan,and 
‘ I do believe has the true Spirit of Chrifiianity in him. He 
‘ knows a great Deal, and by the Charaaer all his Acquaintance 
‘ give of him, his Condua is unexceptionable. I found them 
‘ generally pofTeft with theBelief of One fupreme jB«>^,theMaker 
‘ and Governor of all Things, and that they acknowledg’d the 
‘ Difference between arid ; that Gbd regards' 

‘ the Aaions of Mankind, ‘m order to reward oPpunilh them, 

‘ in fome future State of Exiftence. 

‘ I have endeavour’d to give them- right Notions of thefe 
‘ Matters, and to cftablilb them in the Belief of them. And 
from thefe Principles, together with fuch other Arguments as 
‘ I thoi^ht moft convincing to them, to perfuade them of the 
‘ Neceiuty of a' fupernafurai Revelation^ and to fatisfy them that 

* this is contain’d in the Holy Scriptures. I defir’d them from 
‘ Time to Time to let me know, if they had any Doubts with' 

Refpebt to any Thing I had taught them, or they had other- 
wife' heard, of the CErstifn'Rtligion. But tho’ they were iri- 

* quificive in fome Points,' yet they neverTeem’d difpos’d to 
‘ contradict what I faid. 

‘ I have fafter' 1 had in feveral Difeourfes told them what I 

* thought previoudy neceffary) given them a brief Account of 

' ■ ‘ the 
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‘ the Original of Things ; the State of Mankind at the firft ; 
‘ the Fall and unhappy Confequences of it *, the molt remark- 

* able Difpenfacions of divine Providence recorded, in the old 
‘ Teftament; God’s chufing a peculiar People to himfelf; his 
‘ moH remarkable Dealings with them till his final Rejedtion of 
‘ them •, a fliort Hiftory of our Saviours Birth, Life, A( 5 lions, 
‘ and Death •, an Account of his Dodrines, and Precepts: In 
‘ ei'ery Difcourfe making fuch pradicai Reflections, as I tho’t 
‘ convenient for them. They were generally all prefent that 
‘ liv’d thereabout, and gave very good Attention. 

‘ After they had flnifh’d the School-Houfe ('which was in the 
‘ the Beginning of November) they mov’d to that Place with 
‘ their Families, where they now live. The Scholars in the 
‘ School make very good Proficiency. I fuppofe the Gen- 
‘ tlemcn CommiJJioners are before now inform’d of Mr. PVocd- 
‘ bridge^s Character, and the Rcafon of putting him into the 
‘ School, &c. I'he Children began to be fond of him before I 
‘ came away. There is a fair Profped of confiderable Things 
‘ being done among them. I found Nothing on the Part of 
‘ the Indians but what was encouraging, except their Inclina- 
‘ tion to flrong Drink. But from other People there are many 
‘ Difcouragements. They are a loofe vicious People they live 
‘ among, and there are fome fo prodigioufly wicked as to en- 
‘ deavour all they can to difcourage them efpecially iht Dutch 
‘ Traders, whofe Gain is all their Godlinefs ; and this poor Peo- 
‘ pie’s Ignorance and Vice is their Gain : They trade with them 

* very much in Rum, which is the Dcftrudion of every Thing 
‘ that’s good among them. To difcourage them they tell them, 

‘ that our Religion is not a good one, and that we defign only 
‘ to make Slaves of them. I'hey take Advantage from the 

* Lav/ of your Province, againft felling flrong Liquor to them, 

‘ to prejudice them againfl the Englijh. The Traders them- 
‘ felves evade the Force of the Law, by leaving their Rum juft 
‘ without the Borders of the Province, from whence the Indians 
‘ fetch it themfelves. The Week before I came away they had 
‘ a drunken Frolick, which lafled three or four Days. Kunkapot 

* always keeps clear of fuch Frolicks, and Umpacbenie had fo 

* much the Command of himfelf as to refrain at that Time.— 

* God only knows what may and will be effetfted j but I am 

D ‘ much 
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‘ much afraid that the Dutch will dlfcourage many of them ; 
‘ for they have great Influence over the Indians, As for the 

* old ones, who are much addidled ro drinking, nothing but the 
‘ extraordinary Power, that attended Chriliianity in its firfl; Pro- 

* pagation, will be fufficient to reform them. The Young I 
‘ have great Plopes of, if God is pleas’d to blefs fuitabie En- 
‘ deavours with them. 

‘ 1 hop’d they (the Indians) would have had a general Meet- 
‘ ing of the Tribe^ while I was with them ; but their Bufmefs 
‘ (Hunting) made them defer it till fince I came away ; and I 
‘ fuppofe ’tis to be about this Time. What will be concluded 
‘ in that Meeting will either add Life to our Defign, or almofl: 
‘ entirely quafh it. 

‘ I am fenfible I have drawn out this Letter to a very great 
‘ Length, but if I am tedious, I will not be more fo by apolo- 
‘ gizing for it, but only beg Leave to fubferibe myfelf, 

Tour^ and the Reli of the Commijfioners 

mojl obedient humble Servant^ 

JOHN SERGEANT. 

On the 19 th diDecember y Mr. Sergeant wrote to the Indians^ 
diredling his l^^xxtx xo i\\t Captain y Lieutenant y and, the Reft, 
And that the Reader may fee what Pains he took, to accommo¬ 
date himfelf to their infant State of Knowledge, I will tranferibe 
fome Paffages out of it. 

‘ My good Friends and Brethren, 

‘——You are always in my Heart, and I ceafe not every 

‘ Day to pray to God for you.--I hope that you are con- 

‘ vinc’d that Men ought to do good, and that God will reward 
‘ them that do fo, and that God will punifb them that live 

* wickedly.- Fhat Book teaches us that there is one great 

^ above all, who is moft powerful, wife, juft, and good. 
‘ The Bible alfo teaches us, that there is one Lord Jefus Chriji, 
‘ the Son of God, born into the World of a Virgin Mother, and 
< died to faveSinners. For we are all Sinners,and deferve to be 
‘ punifh’d ; but Chrift took upon himfelf the Puniftiment due 

‘ to us.-1 know you have manyTemptations to draw back. 

‘ They cannot be your Friends that try to difeourage you. 
‘ They only endeavour to keep you in Ignorance, that they 

‘ may 
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‘ may be under better Advantage to cheat you. Knov/ledge 
‘ is certainly good. It is to the Mind what Light is to the 
* Eye. You would think them your greateft Enemies that 
‘ Ihould endeavour to put out your Eyes; efpecially if you 
‘ were travelling a difficult Road. This World is like a thick 
‘ and intangled Wildernefs •, and why ffiould not you, as well 
‘ as other People, enjoy the Benefit of the Light:— Truth is 
‘ more precious than the Light of the Sun. Don’t fuffer your 

‘ Enemies to impofe upon you.’- 

1 am your hearty Friend^ and moft willing 

to ferve you in all Things, 
JOHN SERGEANT. 

This Letter was very acceptable to the Indians ; and the more 
fo, becaufc it came to them a little before a general Meeting of 
the River-Indians, at Houfatunnuk, at which they were to confi- 
der, whether it was beft that the Indians there ffiould go on tp 
receive Inftruflion or not ^ 

It is a Cuftom among the Indians, not to proceed in any 
Affair of Importance, till they have the Confent of the feveral 
Clans, belonging to their Nation ; and the Indians, at Houfatun- 
nuk, having proceeded fo far, without the general Confent of" 
their Brethren, were much concern’d left they ffiould be frown’d 
upon at the approaching Meeting •, and the more fo, becaufe 
they had heard, that the Indians of Hudfon\ River highly re- 
fented their receiving a Minister and School-Majier, before they 
had gain’d the Approbation of theReft of their Iribe ; yea,there 
was a Report, that a Defign was on Foot to poifon the Captain 
and lieutenant, on that Account ; as alfo, becaufe they had re¬ 
ceiv’d Commijfions from his Excellency Governor Belcher. Whe¬ 
ther there was any juft Ground for thefe Reports, or whether 
they were fet on Foot by the Dutch traders to difeourage the 
Indians, at Houfatunnuk, I am not able to fay. But however that 
was, the Indians were fo affedted with thefe flying Stories, that 
they fent, defiring fome of the Minifters of the County wouldt 
come to them, and be prefent at \}ciz\x general Meeting. 

Accordingly, 15th 1734.5, the Rev. Mr. Stephen 

Williams of Springfield, and I, accorupany’d by John AJbley,'E.(c\y 
of Wefifield, went to Houfatunnuk. The Indians, who were ex¬ 
pected from Hudfon^s River, came not till Saturday, which was 
the 19 th of the Month. Da On 
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On the Sabbath Mr, Williams^ being defir’d by the Captain 
and Lieutenant^ preach’d to the Indians by an Interpreter, in 
Number about 150, or 200, great and fmail. I was with the 
EngUfh at Shejjieldy who were then dellitute of a Minilfer. 

J o give the Particulars of our Proceedings with tho!e Indians^ 
fa Journal of which the Rev. Mr, V/illiams kept, and is now be¬ 
fore mej would be too prolix, I chufe therefore, fur Brevity’s 
Sake, to give the Reader a concife Account of them, from a 
Letter which Mr, Widmms wrote to a Gentleman in Bofton^ which 
was printed in Mr. Appleton'^ Frelace to his Sermon preach’d at 
Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination, and is as follows. “ We had 
‘ diverfe Conferences with the Inaians^ and read to them a Let- 
‘ ter from the ho.nourable John Stoddard, Efq; and endea> 
‘ vour’d to anfwer their Objedions, &c. and fo far fatisfy’d 
‘ thofe that came from other Places, that they thanked us for 
‘ the Pains we had taken •, and defir’d Mr. Woodhridge rn ght 

* continue among them (at Houfatunnuk) and that ivir. Ser- 

‘ GEANT would return to them j and faid they would give an 
‘ Account to their fcveral Towns, of what we had offer’d to 
‘ them : i\nd gave us Encouragement that they would as a 
‘ Nation fubmic to Inftrudion.”- 

Mr. Sergeant’s Account of what follow’d upon this general 
Meeting of the Indians, I will give in his own Words. 

‘ It happen’d as Toon as this Meeting [Drinking and Frolick- 
‘ ing always conclude fuch Meetings] was over, that fcveral 

* of our Indians were taken fick j and two Men, feiz’d with a 
‘ violent Fever, died fuddenly. This, with the Apprehenfion 
‘ they had before of Mifchief, defign’d by fome of the other 
‘ Indians that came from the neighbouring Government, put 
‘ them into a great Fright; and made them fufpe(ft that thofe 
‘ Perfons were poifon’d. Tho’, I believe, the Sufpicion was 
‘ groundlefs. For it is fo far from being ftrange to me, that 
‘ fome are hek after fuch a Frolick, that I rather wonder they 
‘ don’t half die. For their Dancing is a mod laborious Exer- 

* cife. They dance round a hot Fire, till they are almofl: rea- 
‘ dy to faint, and are wet with Sweat •, and then run our, and, 

‘ ftriping themfelves naked, expofe their Bodies to the cold Air, 

* and, if there be Snow upon the Ground, roll in it till they 

* are cold, and then return to their Dancing again, and when 

! they 
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‘ they are hot, and tier’d, cool themfeives in the fame Manner, 
‘ and, it may be, repeat this four or five Times in a Night : 
‘ concluding the Frolick with exceffive Drinking. And v. hen 
‘ they are drunk, often fall a Sleep in the open Air, perhaps 
‘ buri d in Snow. 

‘ This general Meeting happen’d in a very cold Seafon, and 

* when there was a very deep Snow upon the Ground. And ! 
‘ could never learn, that there was any certain Symptom of 

* Foifon. However, the were perfuaded they were poi- 

* fon’d, and concluded to apply to (oms invjjilfle Power for the 

* Dilcovery of the Murderers. I lhall give an Account of this 
, Matter, as it was related by Mr Wco bridge^ in a Letter to 
, Mr. IVdltams in the following Words, 

‘ On the 2id of February 1734,5, in the Afternoon, Capt. 
‘ Kunkapoi inform’d me, that he was going down to the Lieu- 
‘ (enani's Wigwam, to find out who poilbn’d thofc two Men 
‘ that lately died there. I tho’c of nothing further than that 

* they were going to make a proper Search into the Matter •, 
‘ and therefore faid nothing to dilfuade him. About Eight of 
‘ the Clock in the Evening, Ebenezer came to me, and told me, 
‘ they were going to Pawwaw (as we call it) chat they mighc 

* difcover the Murderers that Way *, for they expected that thole 

* who did the Fadl would appear to their Priejis. 1 immedi- 
‘ ately rode down to them, found upwards of 40 Indians at the 

* Lieutenants Wigwam^ -f which was fwept clean, good 

* Fires made up, and the Indians feated on each Side of the 

* Fires, from End to End of the IVigwam^ except a 5pace of 

* about five or fix Feet, which was left at one End of the lVig-> 

* wam^ for the Priejis or Pawwaws. Every Indian had two 
‘ Sticks about a Foot and a half long, one ot them Iplit at the 

* End, which they held under their Legs as they fat. When I 

* v.»enc in they were all prepar’d for the Exercife ; but had not 
‘ begun. I afked them if they were willing I fhould be prefent 

* to fee their Devotion ? And, before they gave me an Anfwer, 
‘ the oldefi Prieji lift up his Eyes towards Heaven, and fpake 

* very earneftly \ after which they told me I might be there. 

‘ They- 

f This Wigwam of the Lieutsnani\ 'if I millake not, is about eo or 6o Feet 

in Length. 
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‘ They began with rapping their Sticks, and Tinging *, their 
eldeft Prieft fitting, and talking, and ading a different Part 
‘ from the Reft. This continu’d about an Hour. Then the 
‘ Prieft rofe up, and threw off all his Cloachs, except the Flap 
‘ that cover’d his Nakednefs: And then, naked, pafs’d from 
‘ ©ne End of the Wigwam to the other, with his Eyes faft: fhuf|r 
‘ feeming to be in the utmoft Agony ; ufed all the frightful 

* Motions and diftorted Geftures imaginable. This continu’d 
‘ about another Hour. Then the firft Pried, being beat out, re- 
‘ tir’d, and a fecond rofe, and aded the fame Part *, fo a third, 

* and a fourth. This continu’d all Night, without any Inter- 
‘ miftion, except feme fhort Intervals, in which they fmoak’d 
‘ a Pipe *, and fome Times, for a fhort ^Space, they all got up 
‘ and danc’d. 

‘ After I had feen thefe Things, (which it is impofiible to 
‘ deferibej I took anOpportunity to inform them,how improper 

* fuch aMethod of Worftiip was i how finful&difpleafingtothe 
‘ great God. Upon which they told me, they knew no. Harm 

* in it *, they made their Application to the great God, and to 
‘ no other. I inform’d them, that God was not to be worfhip’d 
‘ in fuch a Manner. And when I had inftruded them as weft 
‘ as I could, they rcfolv’d never to do fo any more : And thofe 
‘ of them who had been beft taught were much troubled, that 
‘ they had taken fo wrong a Step.” Thus far Mr. Woodbridge. ’ 

Mr. Sergeant goes on and obferves, that the Indians us’d td 
to have an high Opinion of thefe Pawwaws, (whofe Charader 
anfwers pretty well to the vulgar Notions of Wizards and Con^ 
jurers) and tell Stories of the great Feats which they can dol 
However, they confefs they have no Power over Chriftians. And 
concludes with thefe Words. ‘ There may be fomething, for 
‘ ought I know, in what they fay : But I am apt to think, they 
‘ arc very much impos’d upon by fuch kind of Pretenders, ai 
< the Reft of the ignorant Part of the World is.’ 

In the Beginning of February, Ebenezer vifitec^ Mr. Se.r gean.t 
at NewrHaven, by whom he wrote another Letter to the Indiam^ 
5 ome Paffages of which are as follows, 

To 
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To all my good Friends the River-Indians at Houfatunnuk, 
Health, &c. 

‘ I am very glad to hear that you are all well, and that all 
* Things go well with you. My Heart is with you, tho’ I am 
‘ fo far diftant from you : But the greatefl; Pleafure of all is, 
‘ that you have it yet in your Hearts to become Chrijiians .—^— 
‘ When I had heard, that you concluded in your late general 
‘ Meeting to embrace ChriJUanity, it was more pleafing to me 
‘ than cold Water to a thirfty Man in the Heat of Summer, or 
‘ a plentiful Meal to one almofl ftarv’d with Hunger, or good 
‘ Succefs to one who has hunted a great While in vain. 

‘ I hope you will be a wife and knowing People, and that you 
‘ will learn to know the true God, the Maker ot all Things, and 
‘ the Governor of them and to know Jefus Chriji the Son of 

‘ God, and Saviour of Men.--It cannot be long before both 

‘ you and 1 muft die, and give an Account of ourfelves to the 

‘ great God, who is high above all.-Oh! how fhali we 

‘ blame ourfelves for ever, if we negled our prefent Opportu • 
“ nity of preparing ourfelves for Death! But on the contrary, 

‘ how glad fhali we be, even to die,that we may go to God, and 
‘ to Jefus Chriff who died for us, if we are careful now to pleafe 
‘ God, and to prepare ourfelves for Heaven ! O that I could 
‘ make you fenfible of the Importance of thefe Things ! I hope 
‘ to fee you again,and to inftrud you more fully in thefeThings : 
‘ But in the mean Time, I pray you, for your Soul’s Sake, to 
‘ embrace theC^n^i^KReligion,and make ufe of theAdvantages 
‘ God gives you to learn theTruth,and to obey it. I pray the 
‘ great God to blefs you in this World, with all good Things ; 

‘ and, in the World to come, to beftow on you eternal Life.. 
‘ This is the hearty Prayer of your aflur’d Friend.’ 

New-Raven, JOHN SERGEANT. 

February 1734,5. 

About the Middle of February is the Time, when the Indians 
of Houfatunnuk leave their Habitation, and go, with their Fami¬ 
lies into the Woods, to make their Year’s Stock of 5 and' 
the Seafon for this Bufinefs iafts till the End of March, and fome 
Times to the Middle of April, 

Therefore, 
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Therel’ore, when the Indians went into the Woods, and took 
their Children with them, Mr. id^oodbridge^ their Shooi-JMafter, 
made a Vific to his Friends at Springfield. By him the Indians 
wrote a Letter to Tome ot the Miniiters oi the County i inlorm* 
ing them, that tho* their Bufinefs now call’d ihem, with their 
Families, abroad ; yet, in a little l ime, they iliould return again 
with their Families, to their Habitations, and receive iorthcr In- 
jtriiction *, and defir’d, that their Remove might not be interpre¬ 
ted, as tho’ they were difaffedcd to the Chrifitan Religion *, and 
exprefs’d their Refolution to proceed in it, and to ufe their turiher 
Kndeavours to increafe in Chrtjlian Knowledge, when they IhoUid 
return Irom their Bufiners of making Sugar. 

To 

* The Indians make their Sugnr of the Sap of Maple Trees. They extraft the 
Sap by cutting the Tree on one Side, in fuch a horin as that the Sap will 
naturally gather into a fir.all Channel at the Bottom of the Hole cut; whete 
they fix into the Tree a fmall Chip, of 6 or 8 Inches long, which carries the 
Sap ofF from the I'ree, into a Veffsl fet to receive it. Thus they tap a 
Number of 'Ihees; and, when the Veffels are lull, they gather the Sap, and 
bo lit to fuch a Degree of Confiilence, as to make Sugar. After it is boil’d, 
they take it off the Fire, and llir it till it is cold, which is their Way of 
rrainhg it. Ti e Sugar is very good, of a very agreable 7'afte, and elleem- 
ed the moft wholefome of any. It might doubtleis be made in great Plenty ; 
and, I cannot but think, to the great Proht of the Undertakers, If ft me 
Llan would build him a Sugar-Hou/t, and provide a fet olSMers, and ocher 
Ucenfiis as they have in the tVefi-Indies, .1 am perfuaded he would find his 
Account in it, beyond what tbofe in the PT/ji-lndirs can do. For the Gen- 
tieman, who hath a Plantation in the Indus, is at great Expence in pre¬ 
paring his Ground ; planting his Cane, and cultivating it for more than a 
Year, before it is fit for Ufe ; in cutting, triming, and toping it; forMills to 
o-rind it ; and not till all ti is be done is theSap of theCane ready for boiling. 
AJl this Charge might be fubfiraded from the Gentleman’s Account, who 
nfes Map/e Trees inftead of Cane, except the fixpence of taping the Trees, and 
gathering the Sap, vthich is as nothing compar d with the other. 

It ;s true indeed, that the Sap of Meple Irees is not fo r ch as that of the Sugar 
' Cane ; but I fuppofe the Difproportion is not ly far fo great as that of the 
Expence For, I have been inform’d that two Men, under the J^ifadvan- 
tase of boiling’it in two Kettles, and in the open Air, have, in a goodSea- 
fon, made a Barrel in a Week. What then would a Number of Hands do, 
witit a Sett of tfefi-India BoJers^Ceolers, and other Advantages of Difpatch, 
which they are furnilh'd with ? Trees fit for this Bufinefs are very plenty, in 
the vad uncultivated Wildernefs betweenC3«/zt'AVf»/ and Hudsons Rivers, as v 
alfo in all the Northers Borders of this Province. And, could the one Elalf 
of them be us’d, I iuppofe they vculd more chan furiulU all the Britij^ 
Colonies upon the Cntsaent with Sugar. 


The 
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To this LeUer Mimjiers wrote nn Anfwer, Jpfil lo. 1735. 
expreffing the Satisfadion they took in the good Difpofition of 
the Indians, and their Refolution exprefs’d in the Letter they had 
receiv’d from them, and their Willingnefs to contribute to their 
Advantage, as far as was in their Power. 

In the Beginning of May, fevcral of the Indians went to New- 
Haven, and waited upon Mr. Sergeant to Houfatunnuk. The 
Account of which I chufe to give in his own Words. 

‘ May the 6th. Came Capt. Kunkapot, Lieut. Umpachenee, his 
‘ Brother Johtohkuhkoonaunt, and Ebenezer, to New-Haven, to 
‘ wait upon me up, and to carry the Boys back, who had been 
‘ with me all Winter. The Lads had learnt to read and write 
‘ Englijh very well,for thcTime. Johtdhkuhkoonaunt had been a 

• very vicious Fellow, and a very bitter Enemy to the Gofpel ; 
‘ but a little before this he came ftrangely about, and was much 
‘ in Favour of the Chrifiian Religion •, undertook to learn to 

• read, and made extraordinary Proficiency in it.~- 

‘ I entertain’d thefe Men with as much Rcfpea,«and Kindnefs, 
as I could ; fhew’d them our Library, and the Rarities of the 
‘ College ♦, with which they feem’d to be well pleas’d ; and be- 
‘ hav’d thcmfelves, while they were there, well, and with much 
‘ Decency. 

May the 8th. Mr. Sergeant left New-Haven (thofc Men 
accompanying him) and got to Houjatunnuk on the loth, at 
iNight. 

Lord's^* 

The Molafes that is made ef this Sap is exceeding goo 4 , and confiderablv 
refembics Honey. Three, or, at moft, four Barrels of this Sap reduc’d to 
one, by boiling, will ferment, and makes a very pleafant Drink, which ii 
fufficiently>n/«ew j and, I fuppofe,by being diftill’d,would make excellent 
Rum tho the Experiment has not, that I know of, been yet made. 

The Trees, after they hare been us’d 3 or 4 Years fucceffively, maft then red 
as many Years ; and after they are recruited ferve again, as well, or better 
than ever. The fecond and third Years they are better than the lirft, be- 
caufe then the Sap is richer than at lirft, tho’ not quite fo plenteous. 

The Seafon for this Bufinefs is from the Beginning of February to the End.of 
March. A Time when People are as much at Leifure as ever. 

Would it not therefore be prudent, for thofe who have a fufficierit Number of 
thefe Trees, on their new Farms, to fpare them, and ufe them from Year to 
- Year, to fupply themfelves with thofe Commodities ? 
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‘ Lord's-Da}i May the 11 th. I preach’d to art Auditory of 
^ about 20 in Number, who gave great Attention, and fome of 
‘ them were very much affedled with what I faid. The Lieutc- 

* nant’s wept almoft all the Time. And others oi them 
‘ frequently (bed Tears, efpecially the Captain was often very 
‘ much aife< 5 led. 

‘ The Indians now feem’d to be in a very good Temper, and, 
‘ as I was cold, had the greateft Opinion of, and Love for me. 
‘ —Now the Indians were parted again from the School-Houfe ; 
and liv’d fome of them at Wnahktukook^^wdL fome at Skatekook ; 
for at thofe Places they planted their Corn and Beans, which 

* is all the Hufbandry they carry on. For the Reft of their 
‘ Living they depend upon Huntini. 

During Mr. Sbrgeant’s Ihort Tarry with the Indiam, (which 
was but i6 Days) he and Mr. Waodbridge both kept School j 
one at one Piice, and the other at the other, each taking his 
Turn a Week at a Place. The Week Mr. Sergrant kept at 
Wnachktukook^ he liv’d at Kunkapoth Houfe, and was very well 
entertain’d. 

Maf26x\\. Mr. Sergeant return’d again to his Bufinefs at 
New^Haven^ from whence he wrote the following Letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Colman^ one of the Commijjioners at Bojion, 

New-Haven^ June- A.D. 1735. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ Though 1 am not fo happy as to have much perfonal Ac- 
^ quaintance with you, yet your known Charader in general, 

* and efpecially your Relation to the Affair I have been engag’d 
® in, has made me hope, I fhall have your Pardon for the 
‘‘ Trouble 1 now give you. 

‘ Tis but lately I return’d from Hmfatunnuh, and I doubt 
‘ not, but you will rejoice to be inform’d of the happy Succefs, 

‘ God has been pleafs’d to biefs the Endeavours with, that have 
been us’d to convert the Heathen there to the Chriftian Faith. 

* TheDefign has hitherto Idcceeded beyond Expedation. They 

* are, I think, now refolV’d to be Chrijiians, and are earneftly 
‘ defirous to be taught. The Fondnefs they ftiew for me is 
‘ furprizing j and confidering how much a Stranger I am to 
‘ them, their own barbarous Education, and how little I have 

! done 
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‘ done to win them, there appears fomething more than humane 

* in it. And I think they are now in a better Difpofition than 
‘ I left them in laft Fall. 

‘ I am very willing (if the Gentlemen Commijfiofters plcafe) to 

* devote myLifc to the Service of their Souls. And if God lhall 

* give Succels in it, it will be the greatcft Satisfadfion to me. 

* —There is now, and I hope will be. Work enough for two ; 
‘ I hope therefore Mr. IVeodbridge will be maintain’d there 

* With me. 

‘lam fenlible, that one Hundred Pounds but }uft pay the 

* neceflary Charges of living •, for the NecelTaries of Life are, 

‘ and muff be, dear in this remote Part of the Country. But I 
‘ make myfelf eafy in the Matter, alluring myfclf, that fif there 

* be any Money) the Gentlemen betnufted with the Affair will 
‘ do what is reafonable. Money alone is no Temptation to me, 
‘ at all, to devote myfelf to fuch a Life ; yet 1 think it but 
‘ reafonable to cxpc6t to be fupported, fb as to have no other 
‘ Care, than the Bulinefs I lhall go upon. 

‘ Some of the Indians (I perceive) have aMind to ht baptized, 
‘ Kunkapot^ efpecially, who appears to me well qualify’d for it. 
‘ I have therefore tho’t it would be convenient, I Ihould be 
‘ ordain’d fpeedily •, at leaft, as loon as I am difmifs’d from the 
‘ Concerns of the College, I would gladly be inform’d whether 
‘ it will be expedfed I Ihou’d come to Bojton for that Purpole. 
‘ To be ordain’d here will be more convenient for me, and.lefs 
‘ Expenfive. 

‘ The Lads, I brought down, liv’d here with me laft Winter, 
‘ upon my Credit. The Charge has amounted to fomething 
‘ confidcrable, too much for me, under my prefent Circumftah- 
‘ ces, to bear alone ; tho’, were I able, I fhould gladly beftow 
‘ my Money that Way.--— 

‘ If you will pleafe to return a Line in Anfwer to thefe, I fli^ll 
‘ efteem it a great Honour and Favour done to 
Reverend Si',, 

Tour moji humble and obedient Servant, 

JOHN SERGEANT. ' 

Mr. Sergeant’s felf-denyin-g, generous,arid pibusBehavipUf, 
difeover’d in devoting himfelf to the Service of the Souls of 
the poor Heatben^ as above, rais’d him very high in the Efteem 
E 2 of 
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of many. Nor do I think that the Rev. Dr, Caiman exceeded 
doe Bounds, when he exprefs’d it in the following Letter, and 
encouraged and ftrcngthen’d Mr. Sergeant in his laudable 
Undertaking. 

Bofton^ June i8th 1735. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Your Letter ot the 3d Inftant, is very welcome & obliging 
‘ to me. 

* I Hiali think myfelf happy and honoured in your Acquain- 
‘ tance.— Our Efteem of Mr. Sergeant is not to be exprefs’d, 

‘ who can chearfully deny himfelf for the Service of CbriSf, and 
‘ the Souls that may look mean among Men, but are precious 
‘ in theSighc of God, and therefore in youfs. As God has won- 
‘ derfully fpirited you, fo he owns, and, I truft, will own you 
‘ more and more. I fhall efteem it our Duty here to do all we 
‘ can to aflift you.— You are high in the Heart of Governor 
‘ Belcher, and all the Commifftoners, I have read your Letter to 
‘ him, but our publick Affairs will not allow us a Meeting pre- 
‘ fently. I cannot therefore anfwer to the main Points ot your 
^ Letternow. Butas tothat of your afkingOrf//«i?/z£?«,Ijudge,with 
‘ his Excellency, that it will be fit you ftiould fpeediiy afk, and 
‘ receive it, and have it where you are. It will be upon all 
‘ Accounts moft proper and convenient. And may you have a 
‘ more abundant Entrance given you, among the Healhen,^]\Qc\ 

‘ you return to them. 

‘ I have taken Leave, this Morning, to infert in a Letter to 
‘ a Gentleman in London, a Copy of your’s to me. The Gen- 
‘ tleman, three Years ago, prefs’d me to receive from his Hand 
‘ a Security of Lwenty Pounds Sterling, per Annum, for ever,. 

‘ for a fourth Miffionary to the Indians on our Borders. But as 
‘ I could nor fee that the other three were like to benefit the 
^ Papijted Indians, I refus’d him j giving him my Reafons.— 

‘ But I have now fhewn him an open and effeliual Door at Hou'- 
fatunnuk, and faid all I can to fix him, and his noble Charity, 

‘ on the Miffion thither.-'Hf the Gentleman (who will not - 

^ yet let me name him) come into my Propofal, it will pleafe 
‘ me much, and make our Way eafier. Bur, if this fail, I truft 
« we lhall be able to fupport the good Work of God, begun by 
‘ you. I would ftrengthen your Heart, and Hand, and lhall be 
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‘ for doing my utmoft, and fo will the Governor, and all the 

‘ Gentlemen here, I am confident.-God give you many 

‘ Seals of your Miniftry, and make you a fpiritual Father to a 
‘ whole of Souls ; and may a Nation he born in a Day — 
‘ Accept of the fincere and fervent Love of, 

5 ir, your Brother and Servant, 

Benjamin Colman. 

July, the ift 1735. Mr. Sergeant (having difmifs’d his Clafs 
at College) left New-Haven, intending to fpend the Reft of the 
Summer, and indeed of his Life, with the Indians at Hcufatun- 
nuk, where he arrived on the 5th, and the next Sabbath preach’d 
to the Rnglijh, there being no Interpreter prefent. And he, with 
Mr. Woodbridge, went on to keep the School, as before ; one 
above, the other below, changing Place every Week. 

‘ Lord's-Day, July 13th. Preach’d to the Indians, few in 
‘ Number :—No Man prefent except Kunkapot, who was very 
« much affeifted, weeping almoft all the Time. The Men were 
‘ gone into New-Tork Government, to reap for the Dutch Peo- 
‘ pie there.’ 

The Indians reaping for the Dutch does not turn to their Ad¬ 
vantage, ('tho’ it might, if they hadPrudence to fave their Wages) 
but proves a Snare to them. For (as Mr. Sergeant obferves 
in his Journal) when thcHarveft is over, the Indians SiiHudfon's- 
drink up all their Wages. But he had the Pleafure to- 
hear that Wnampee, one of his Hearers, on this Occafion, over¬ 
came the Temptation, and told the Indians, at Hudfon^s-River, 
plainly, that he defign’d to go to Heaven, and therefore rauft 
leave off fuch Wickednefs. But fome erf them, to his great 
Grief, did not come off fo well. Neither is it to be wondered 
at, that Men, who for a long Courfe of Years, have addidled 
themfelves to Excefs, ftiould be overcome, when fuch Tempta¬ 
tions are laid before them by their Brethren, and urg’d on by 
others for the Sake of Gain. 

The Pains fome of the Houfatunnuk Indians have taken to 
cure themfelves of this ill Habit, has been very great. And 
fome Inftances there have been of Perfons among them, who,- 
when ftrong Drink has been offer’d them, have refus’d to tafte of 
it, giving this as a Reafon, viz. that if they once tafte it, they arc 
in the utmoft Danger of exceeding the Bounds of Temperance. 

AuguH 
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Jugtifi the 13th. Mr. Sergeant receiv’d a Letter from the 
honourable Adam Wimhrof^ Efqi informing him, that at aMeec- 
ing of the Cmmiffionm it was propc«’d, and agreed to, that he 
ihodld be crdam'd &t Deerfield^ when his Excellency Governor 
Belcher fhould come thither, upon a Treaty with the Indians of 
feveral Tribes^ who were to meet him at that Place. The In¬ 
dians of Houfatunnuky being fent for by the Governor, fet out for 
Deerfield^ about the i8th of Augufi. But Mr. Se^R-geant was 
then in Doubt whether he Ihouid be able to go j as he was taken 
a few Days before with the intermitting Fever, the common Dif- 
temper of all new Comers to Houfatunnuk. But on the 26th of 
the Month, he was fo far recover’d of his Illnefs, that he fet out 
for Deerfield^ and was there ordained on the Sabbath following. 

The Account I find of Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination^ in his 
own Journal, is only this. 

Lord's-Bay^ Auguft I was ordain'd zt Deerfield. 

I fliall therefore give the Reader an Account of that Solemnity, 
as I find it in the Preface of the Rev. Mr. Appleton's Sermon, 
preach’d on that Occafion, and in what is annex’d at the End of 
faid Sermon.- 

‘-And as it was thought highly proper, according to Mr. 

‘ Sergeant’s Propofal, that he fhould be ordainedfoh\s Excei- 
‘ lency the Governor., who is at the Head of the Commiffioners, 
' was pleas’d fo to order tlie Matter, as to have a very favour- 
‘ able Opportunity for it; for his Excellency, having propos’d 
‘ a Treaty with fome of the Indian Tribes^ at Deerfield, gave 

* Orders to the Indians, at Houfatunnuk, to meet him there. 

< Accordingly, the Governor, attended with a large Committee of 
His Majeddfs Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives, and many 

* other Gentlemen, was at Deerfield'on Augujl 25th. And that 

< Week being taken up in the Treaty with the Indians, in ratl- 

* fying the Peace and Friendlhip between us and them, and in 

* giving and receiving the ufual Pledges of it j and Mr. Ser- 
‘ GEANT not coming to Town, till Friday Evening, it was judg’d 
‘ proper to have the Ordination on the Lord's-Day, which was 

accordingly carried on, in the Forenoon of faid Day, by the 
« Rev. Mr. dVillimns of Hatfield, and other Minifters then pre- 
‘ fent, at theDefire., and in the Prefenceof His Excellency and 
« the honourable Gentlemen of the General Court, and thofe that 

attended 



I73S Hiftorical Memoirs, 35 

« attended him thither, together with the Aflembly of Chrifiians 
‘ ufualiy meeting in that Place, and many of the IndianSy who 
‘ were grave S^^dators of the Solemnity, and the Hsufatumuk 
‘ Indians, who fat by themfelves, and attended throughout the 
‘ whole Service with great Serioufnefs ; and were much pleas’d 
‘ to fee one they had ftich a Love for, fo folemnly fepcrated to 
‘ the Service of their Souls.* 

As an Introdudlion to the Ordination, the Rev. Mr. William 
Williams of Hatfields made a Speech to His Excellency the Ga- 
•wern&r, in which he took Notice of God’s inclining the Hearts 
of fome generous Perfons in Great-Britain, by their charitable 
Donations, to feek the Salvation of the benighted Heathen j anti 
of it’s being fubmited to the Diredfion of an honourable Corpo¬ 
ration there ; and that by them a Number of Honourable and 
Reverend Commijfioners (of which His Excellency is at the Head) 
were here appointed for the fame End *, and of their having 
found a fuitable Perfon for the Inftrudion of the Indians, of 
which thofe at Houfatunnuk were defirous : And humbly afk’d, 
if it were His Encellencf ''& Pleafufe, that the Pallors then con¬ 
ven’d Ihould proceed to fet him a-parc for that Work, 

To which His Bxcelleney manifefted his Approbation. 

Then he obferv’d to Mr. Sergean’T, that he now underllood 
Excellency, in the Name of the Comntijjioners, him to 

take upon him the Minifiry, and Service’of -a. Mijfmary tO the 
Houfatunnuk-Indians ; and alk’d him, if he were Willing to de¬ 
vote himfelf to that Work ? 

To which Mr. Sergeant gave his Confent, 

'IhtOrdination then was proceeded in. And fkzFeilowfhip 
of Elders was given,'the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams of Springfield, 
by an Interpreter, alk’d the Indians, if they were willing to re¬ 
ceive Mr. Sergeant, thus folemnly fee a-parc to the Work, as 
their Teaeher ? 

To which they manifefted their Willingnefs by riling up. 

After the Ihort Account Mr. Sergeant gave of his Ordina¬ 
tion, as above, he in his Journal adds. 

‘ The Affair of the ^treaty being made publick. I need fay 

* nothing of it. Only I would take Notice, that His Excelkn- 
‘ c/s Treatment of out Indians was exceeding grateful to them, 

• and they have conceiv’d the higheft Opinion of the Governor.''^ 

■ Here 
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Here Mr. Sergeant takes Occafion (from a Quarrel that a- 
rofe between an Indian & his fFife^by which they were upon the 
veryPoint of parting, ftho’ afterwards theDifference was accom¬ 
modated, and they liv’d very happily togetherj to give fome 
Account of the ill Cuftom among the Indians of parting after 
they are married. 

‘ The parting of Man and Wife ffaith he) is a very common 

* Thing among them. Indeed it us’d rarely to happen, that a 
‘ married Couple live together till they are old. And as they 

* ufe but little Ceremony in the Bufinefs of Marriage, fo they 

* make a Icfs Thing of parting. 

‘ In fuch a Cafe, ’tis their Law, that the Children and all the 
Houfhold Stuff belong to thtfVoman •, and indeed everyThing 
‘ elfe but the for that is the Man’s Livelihood.-The 

* Man, according to their Cuftom, has no Right to the Chil- 

* dren, any more than any other Perfon whatever. 

Then he goes on, 

‘ After the I^reaty was over, I went to New-Haven, and after 

* I had paid a Vifit to my Friends, in New-Jerfey, (his native 
‘ Place) I return’d again to Houfatunnuk, and brought back the 
^ Caplain*s Son UomNew-Haven (for he had been there all Sum- 
‘ mer) who had, by this Time learnt to fpeak and read Englifl) 

* very well. -. When I return’d, Mr. Woodbridge was not here, 

‘ for being taken Tick about the Time I was, when he had a 
‘ little recover’d, he went down to Springfield, for the Confirma- 
‘ tion of his Health ; but was detain’d there by Sicknefs, till 
‘ fome Time in November. In the mean Time, I kept the 

* School.- 

‘ Lord's-Day, OSoher 26th. I preach’d as ufual. The Indians 
‘ ftiew’d greatSatisfadion to fee me,theirMinifter, again. I pro- 
‘ pos’d Baptifm to the Captain and his Family who ftiew’d him- 
‘ felf very defirous of it.. I went up to hisHoufe, in the Week- 
‘ Time, to difeourfe with him, and prepare him for it. He is 
‘ a very modeft, but intelligent Man, of great Integrity, and of 
‘ a blamelefs Converfation 1 and, from the very lirft: of my 
® reaching there, feem’d to have a ferious and religious Turn 

* of Mind. 


His 
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‘ His IFife alfo is a very fober good Sort of a Woman. He 
‘ and his Wife gave great Attention to what I faid. Accord- 
Lord*s-Day, Novmkr 2d. \ baptiz'd Kunkapot by the- 
‘ Name of Johny\i\^ Wife Mary^zud. eldefl Daughter. The Reft 
‘ of the Children were not prefent, by Reafon of the Badneh of 
‘ the Weather. The Candidates Ihew’d a ferious Senfe of what 
‘ they were about. It was done in the Prefence of a conftdera-^ 

‘ ble Number, both of Chrifiiam-, and Heathen,. 

‘ November 7th. I married Ebenezer 8^ Sarahs lawful Publiili- 
‘ ment having firft been made *, for he, faid he, iDeing a Lhriftian^ 

‘ chofe to be married after the Englijh Manner, which he prefer’d 
‘ to their own. 

‘ November 9th. I baptiz'd the Reft of the Captain's Family, 

^ as alfo Ebenezer's Son ; in all, five. And now the Lieutenant 
‘ and his Wife propos’d themfelvcs to BapUfm^ the next Lord's- 
‘ Day. I defir’d them to come in theEvening to my Lodgings; 

‘ and they came, with Ebenezer, their Interpreter. 

‘ I di.fcours’d very largely, and as particularly as I tho’t pro- 
‘ per, upon all the more important and fundamental Points of 
‘ Belief and Pradlice, in the Cbrijlian Religion. To which they 
< ferioufly attended, and were apparently much afFedted. This 
‘ Converfation the Lieutenant has often fpoken of fince, as what 
‘ afforded him more Knowledge, than he had ever gain’d by 
‘ all his former Inftrudlion : and from this Time he feems to 
‘ have had a new Heart given him. 

‘ Lord's-Dayy November i6th. I baptiz'd the Lieutenant by the_ 

‘ Name of Jaren, his Wife Hannahy and the Reft ofhisFamily 
‘ as alfo the Lieutenant's Wife's Sijiery znd Ebenezer's Wife', in 

all, eleven Perfons. 

‘ ThtLieutenant \sz clear-headed [mart MaUyQ^ * 

‘ and pleafant Humour ; and is one of the beft Speakers we^ 

‘ hear ; is free in Converfation, and talks excellently well. He. 

‘ has entirely left off Drinking to Excefs, and declaims againft 
‘ it i fhews great Compaffion towards the Reft ok the Indiansy 
‘ and feems heartily to lament their miferableConditipn ; wilhes, 

‘ they were come to the Knowledge of the Gofpel 'y. is himfelf 
‘ thro’ly convinc’d of the Truth'; and his Knowledge does nol; 

* puff him up. And tho* he is reckon’d fomewhat‘haiigHty,^ 

yet always ftiews himfelf modeft and teachable eriough. 


The 
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‘ The Indians^ in generai, now feem’d'more engaged in Re- 
‘ ligion than ever before. I was willing to improve their prefene 
‘ Temper, and therefore tarried with them in the Evening, (for 
‘ they had now again mov^d with their Famiiies^to the School- 
‘ Houfe, where they liv’d alhWinter) and-^difcours’d with them' 
*■ fevtral Hioursv till indeed I was afraid L fhould'tire their Fa- 
‘ tience. Mowever, when I told them, I wai unwilling to be 
‘ tedious to them* they anfwer’d, they were glad'to hear, and 
‘ Ihould never be tir’d with hearing thofeThings. Lendeavour’d 
‘ to give them a fhort View of the whole Scheme of Qhrifimnity,„ 

* ’ Th€,y, gave goiod Attention, and appear’d well pleas’d. [And 

* this I practis’d for feveral Lord’s-Day Evenings.following.} 
‘ And when I had done, Wnamfie. and his Wife propos’d them- 

felves to Bapifm the next Lcrd's-Dny. -I baptiz'd 

* Wnampee, \\\s. Wfey and Family \ the Lieutenant’r Brotlter 

‘ Tbhtohkukhoonaut with fome others ; in all, eleven Souls,-- 

Saturday of this Week, came a SufquahannPh Indian, who in- 
‘ deed.is a remarkable Fellow ; he continu’d with us about a 
‘ Month j attended conftantly upon Preaching, gave great At- 
tendon, and behav’d.himfclf very well while he was here. 

Lord's-Day„ Nmemhef' In-th^ Evenings I fta.y’d at 
‘ th&SehoohHoufe-.to difeourfe with Indians. Unnaqamut^ 
‘ thp .^afyuaJymm.k Indian^ wasprefent., I tjaerefbre! fhap’d my* 

‘ Difeourfe, in forneMeafore-j.for his Inffru^an ^ endeavouring! 
‘ to fhew the Advantage, and Neceffity of Remlauon^ xhQ 
‘ peculiar Excellencies^of the ChriJUan lieligion. This Stranger 
‘' mightily approv’d of wifat I faii He. was formerly very vi- 
eious, tho’‘ a Man of gpod Senf^, and fpake a' Yitxh Dntch^ 

‘ Tht-Ihdians generally own the DffFeVence between'moral Good," 

‘ and Evil,; as alfo a future State of Rewards, and Ppnifhmems. 

‘ And I fuppfe that he, being a Man of fome Curiofity, and 

* iwderflanding a Walk Dutch, might have fome better Notions 
’ of thefe Things than xYo. Indians commonly have. And per-* 

* haps , had fome Knowledge of the.peculiar Do< 5 frrnes of the 
‘ Chriflian Religion. He had certainly^ experienc’d foroethincr 
‘ more than ordinary, whereby he had.been chang’d from ? 

‘ very vicious, drulrken Fellow, to a fober Man. He told me 
‘ fundry ftrange Things, that had befallea him. He is certain- 

ly a very, different Man from what he us’d .to be. He is now 

■ ■ ' ■ • a. 
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‘ a very temperate, rdtiGnalj -tlimkinfg Man, and has not only left 
‘ off drinking (to Excefs, but drinka no ftrong Drink at all;’* 

‘ LordU-Da^ Depei^hr y^h. I baptized-mne more Perfons. 
‘ About this 1 ime the dndmfts agreed to have no Trading in 

* Rum •, which they remained by. 

‘ Lard’s-Day 14th. I baptized Nawnnwnekenub, a principal 
‘ Man, of a very good Temper and Sen'fe, honeft, faithful, and 
‘ obliging.- 

‘ Lord's-D-ay 21ft. There being no Inkrpreter, 1 preach’d to 
‘ the EagUJh only. 

‘ About this Time, fomc of our 'Indians came to me, and de- 
‘ fired my Opinion about a certain Ctifimn they have and call 
‘ Keutikaw, or-a Bance. I afk’d them, if there were any Reli¬ 
gion in it B They anfwer d No ; but that it was only a'ci^il 
‘ Cuftom of their Nation. Howeye-r, if I difapprov’d of it, 

‘ they would omit it. I told them, if there was nothing more 

* in the Matter, I faw no Harm in it, and I fhould be glad of 
‘ an Opportunity to fee fome of their People here : ^t was 
‘ afraid they would fall to Drinking, and inllead of doing Ho- 
‘ nour to the Religion they were now Profeffors of (which was 
‘ their Duty) they would fcandalife it before Strangers. They 
‘ promifed me there Ihould be no Drinking 5 that they would 
‘ carefully abftain from it themfelves, and, when they fent to 
‘ invite fome of their Friends to the KeutikaWy Ihould forbid 

their bringing any Rum. They us'd always upon fuch Occafions 
‘ to have Plenty of fir ongBrink^ and always made a drunkenFrolkk 
‘ of it, in the End. 

^Lord's-Bay, January iBth. I preach’d U this Lieutenant's 
‘ Houfe, to an Auditory of 80 or 90, ab.out one Half being 
‘ Strangers. I preach’d a Difeourfe fuitable for the Occafion, 
‘ and afterwards fat and difeourfed with them for a confiderable 
‘ Time. They heard with Attention, and I have Reafon co 
‘ think with Approbation ; for 1 heard fome of the elderly Per- 
‘ fons exprefs’d themfelves much in Favour of the Chriftian 

Religion ; wilh’d our Indians might go on arid profper ; and 
‘ fome faid, they would come & live here. And two Families 
‘ did flay, and are here now. Unnagaunut alfo left two Sons here 
‘ in the School, both likely young Fellows j one, efped&lly,’- is 
2 < extraordinary. 
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‘ extraordinary, and iearns at a prodigious Rate. So that we 
‘ had now ten Souls added to our Number. The Number of 

* Scholars is upwards of 40, befides fome elderly Perfons, who 
‘ have made Attempts to learn to read. 

‘ The Keiitikaw is a Dance which finifhes the Mourning for 
' the Dead^ and is celebrated about twelve Months after the 
‘ Deceaft, when the Guefls invited make Prefents to the Rela- 

* tions of the Deceas’d, to make up their Lofs, and to end their 
‘ Mourning. The Manner of doing it is this. The Prefents 
‘ prepar’d are deliver’d to a Speaker, appointed for thePurpofe ; 
‘ who, laying them upon the Shoulders of fome elderlyPerfons, 
‘ makes a Speech, fhewing the Defign of their prefentMeeting^ 
‘ and of the Prefents prepar’d. Then he takes them and diftri- 

* bates them to the Mourner spudding fomeWords of Confolation, 

* and defiling them to forget their Sorrow, and accept of thole 
‘ Prefents to nrake up their Lofs. After this, they eat toge- 
‘ thcr, and make Merry. 

‘ Our Indians kept to their Refolutibn about Drinkings much 
‘ beyond my Expedation •, for they always us’d to get Drunk 
‘ upon fuch Occafions ; but we had now but very little Drink- 
ing. The Behaviour of our Indians much taken Notice 
‘ of by the Strangers j there being a very obfervable Reforma- 
‘ tion in their Manners. The Lieutenant fignaliz’d himfelk-not 
‘ only by abifaining fromExcefs himfeif,but by exhorting others 
‘ alfo to ufe with Moderation, what ftrong- Drink they were 
‘ allow’d, Unnaq^aunut was allb here, and was very* ferviccable 

* in ke.ej:>ing good Order. 

By what I have here tranferib’d, from Mr, Sergeant’s Jour¬ 
nal, the Reader will be fenribje, ,that tht Jndimp had a great Re- 
fpeft for him, and were difpofed to aflc, and fubmit to, his Ad¬ 
vice in every Thing, their own ancient Cuftoms not excepted 
that Mr. Sergeant was very induftrious and faithful in pro- 
.moting their temporal and eternal Good j and that the BlelTing 
of God abundantly iucceeded his Pindeavours. 

It was then but little more than a Year finr.e thofe Indians 
were in the Depth of Heathenijh Ignorance and Darknefs,wholly 
unacquainted with the firft Principles oiChrijlianity, and without 
God in the World, But, in that fhorc Space, many of them had 
gain’d fuch Degrees of Knowledge, in thePrinciples of Religion^ 

that 
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that they were become in Mr. Sergeant’s Opinion, (who was 
a good Judge) fit Subjedts of Bapiiim, And they, with their 
Children, to the Number of 40, were baptized by him, in little 
more than two Months after his Ordination. The Number of 
their Inhabitants, and of their Scholars in the School, was alfo 
increas’d. 

Thefe Things greatly refrefh’d Mr. Sergeant’s Spirits, and 
were no fmall Encouragement to him, in his difficult Work. 
They were alfo Matter of Admiration to others, and the Occa- 
fjon of many Thankfgivings to God, whofe Power and Grace 
were manifeft, in turning thofe poor People from Barknefs to 
Light., and from the Power of Satan to God. 

And as many rejoic’d to fee Mr. Sergeant chearfully devote 
himiclf to the Service of Chrif, in this felhdenying Work,-and 
to hear of the glorious Succefs he was favour’d with in it ; fo 
they faid many kind and endearing Things to him by their Let¬ 
ters. And the Reader will not, I truihj be difpleas’d, if I 
tranfcribe fome PaiLges out of them. 

The Rev. Dr. Colmans in a Letter November 18. 1735. fays. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ It is not eafy to tell you, how much we have rejoic’d her^,, 
‘ in your Ordination to the good and great Work into which 

‘ you have entered.--May the Confolations of God.refrerfi 

* and enlarge your Soul from Time to Time, in all your SelJ;- 
denials for the Sake of his Name, and of the dear Souls, for 
‘ whom you are labouring. I have read with great Pieafufc 
‘ your firft Difeourfe to thofe poOr Natives, and have ventur’d 
‘ a Copy of it to the Earl of Egmont, and the AJfociates of the 
late eminent Dr. Bray at London.— — I have obferv’d to his 
^ Lordfliip, that yours is a proper and how juflly 

‘ adapted to the Genius and Capacity of the Savages —-May 
‘ God make you a Father to them, to beget them to Chrift by the 

‘ Gofpel. - 1 gave fome Account to the excellent Dr. Watts, 

' of London, of the llrangeDifpoiition of i\\t. Houfatunnuk Tribe 
‘ to receive the Gofpel, and of the good Spirit on you, to leav^ 
‘ the College, and go among them. He anfwers me, that he is 
‘ always looking out to any Quarter of the World for fuch Ap^- 
‘ pearances. May Jefus (fays he) the Head of the Church and of 
‘ Nations, at tend your young Miffonary with exiraordinmy AJfft- 
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* ante, and Succefs. Meihk'ks (added ;he) I love him upon your 
‘ Report^ for his Courage and ^eal. 

‘ Let your Heart, dear Sir^ be encourag’d, and your Hands 
‘ ftrengthen’d by the Love and Prayers of Men of God at fuch 
*■ a Diftance from you. They hear Of yon, and rejoyce and 
‘ blefs you, of whom you neither hear nor think. 

I have lately receiv’d a Letter, and a Gift,from tHie honour- 
^ able Samuel Holden of London FW ;give you a Hint of both. 

* In his I^etter he fays to Ibkfs God 1 hme no Views inLife^ 

‘ but to honour G-od^ by improving all my Cirmmii'ances to promote 
‘ his lnter£fi in the Worlds and the Good of my Fellow Creatures. 
‘ Nor do I know any Circumfiance here below to invite my Stay. 
*■ Fve liv'd long enough to fee ail Emptinefs and Vanity., &c,- 

‘ This mod pious Man has remitted me a confiderable Gift, 

* Part of which I have already receiv’d. He defines me to 

* difpofe of it, in foch a Manner as may be moil for theHonour 
‘ of God, in promorfng the Knowledge •& Pradice of Religion., 
‘ or in Relief of the necefficous Members of Jefus Chrifi. If 
‘ Mr. Sergeant, andMr. IVmibridge, your Brother, andCom- 
‘ panion, in the Kingdom and Patience of Jefus Chrifi, have Need 
‘ of f ive Founds each, of this Donation, pleafe to give your 
‘ Order how I fhali pay or remit it to you. I do f with great 
‘ Pieafure & Thankfulnefs to God), make the Offer of it. - -r —- 

‘ Pray for Mr. Holden, and His, for Me alfo, and Mine. -— 

‘ Mercy, Grace, and Peace be multiply’d to you, and to the 
‘ Families you ferve. May they be blefs’d in him, the glorious 

* Seed, in whom theFamilies of the Earth are bleffed. Amen, &c. 
His Excellency Governor Belcher, in a Letter of January 20, 

17^5,6. exprefifes himlelf in a moft kind and friendly Manner : 
-—And towards the CJofe of his Letter, fays to him ; ‘ Set 
‘ before you the Example of the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
‘ for your Imitation, that you may approve yourfelf a chofen 
‘ Veffel unto Chrift, to hear his Name to chofe that are perifhing 

* for lack of Vijion. And may you, Sir, be honour'd of God, 
f by being made an Inftrument of taking the Scales from their 
*■ Eyes.——May you be wife to wdn their Souls, and be able to 
^ fay to them, In Chrifi Jefus have I begotten you thro' the Gofpel. 

* For thefe Things will I bow my Knees, and lift up my Heart 
‘ to him, with whom is the Reftdue of the Spirit, &c.” 
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The Rev. Mr. Appktm of Cmihridg£ alfo, in a Letter of 
February 25. ufcs thele Expreflions, 

‘-—As it was with great Fleafore, that I faw you fo freely 
‘ furrender up yourfelf to the Service of Jtjus Chri^Jl^ and of the 
‘ Souls of ■ the poor ; foT false this Opportunity to let 

‘ you kaowi. liow much I rejoice to hear of the wonderful 
Succels. of your Labours among them, 

‘ This is one of the beft Tokens you can have, that God k 

* with you of aFruth : For what can be a furcr Mark of the 
promifed Prefence of Chriji,. than his fpiriting you to preach, 

‘ and opening their Hearts to receive ? Therefore you muft.noc 
‘ complain of Solitude,, when you hear Chrifi- faying fo.plainly to 

‘ ypu, Lo I am with you. -Give my hearty Refpe<^s to Mn 

^ Ukwdhridge. -I heartily commend you both to the Grace 

^ of God, earneflly praying that die great Lord of the Harvefi^ 
‘ who has fent you forth, ' would continue to ftrengthen-your 
‘ Bandj^and encourage ymr Hearty by mcreafingihe'Fruit of your 
^ Labours ; and that thefe. poor, negledcd, perifliing People, 

* may be your Joy for the prefent, and your Crown, in the Day 
*■ of ChriSfs Appearing.^, 

Mr. Sergeant, byReafon of Hurry in Bufinefs,.kept Copies 
of.but very few of the. Letters he wrote, l am not therefore 
'able to infert his Anfwer,. either to. His Excelkncy^. qt to the 
Re,v.'Mr. Appleton i Rut, havingjobtaia’d the Originals written 
to- the Rev. Dr. Colmaify. fhali gratify' the Reader with-Mn 
Sergeant’s Anfwer to. the foregoing Letter from theD^^^yr. > 

Ret:erend Sky 

‘ Your Favour ©fc the i8cH of No^wther' F receivi’d a few 
‘ Days ago, which ftill adds to the Obligation to Gratitude I 
‘ was laid under by your former, which was accompany’d with 
‘ a very acceptable Prefenti, for which I now return you 'my 
‘ mod: hearty Thanks. 

‘ I doubt not but God, in his inEnite Mercyi hears thePrayers 
‘ of good Men, daily put up to hinij for SuccdS' in the GaufC 

‘ of in which I have the HOftouF to be engag’d. -- ■■■ 

‘ Next to the BleiSing of God on my Einleavours, thePrayers 
‘ and good Wifhes of Men of God, yeildme the greateft Satis- 
‘ tisfaiSiom In their Favour I feera-to-enje^ the Pleafure of 
‘ Society, in the deepeft Solitude. 

‘I 
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‘ I wifh I were worthy of the Love of fo excellent a Man as 

* Dr. Watts, whom all love and admire. And if I may be 
‘ tho*t worthy, in any Meafure, to deferve the good Opinion oi 
‘ my Fellow-Men, it is not a little owing to theDodor’s inge- 
‘ nious Writings, which have the Force to charm the Mind to 

* the Love of Virtue and Piety, and to infufe his own Spirit 

‘ into his Readers.-My firft Difcourfe to them (the Irsdtans) 

‘ I had no Thought of ever being read by any but myfelf, byt 
‘ had I attempted its Amendment, perhaps, I IhouJd have made 

* it worfe. 

‘ God has been pleas’d to crown our Labours with furprizing;, 
‘ and unexpcdled Succefs. I have baptiz'd almoft 40 Perfons*^^ 
® Infants and Adult. I hope the Adult have a pretty good Un- 
‘ derftanding of the main and fundamental Doarines 
^ of^ the holy Religion, into which they have been bap- 
‘ tizM. And I always endeavour’d to pofiefs their Minds with 
‘ the moft ferious Senfe of what they were about, when they 
‘ enter’d themfelves the Difeipks of Chrijl. Their whole Hearts 
‘ feem’d to be engag’d in the Matter .*■ And I have Reafon to 
‘ think, that the Imperfedlion of their Knowledge is made up 
‘ by their Zeal and Integrity, Thofe who have been baptiz’d 
‘ have behav’d very well, tho’ they have, fcveral Times, 
‘ been tempted to exceed the Rules of Temperance, by 

* Offers of llrong Drink, which us’d to be their beloved De- 
‘ ftrudion. They leem’d to be furpriz’d with theChangCstheyfind 
‘•in themfelves 5 exprefllng the Difference between their former 
‘ Stare, and the prefent, by Infancy and Manhood, dreamino* 

and being awake^ Darknefs & Light, and the like Metaphbrs” 

* I pray Qod, the Day Star that feems to be ari/en in theirHearts, 
‘ may fifing more and more to the perfedl Day. 

‘ I thank you for your kind Offer of the Donation from that 
‘ pious, and generous Gentleman you mention. I thank God, 
‘ I dp not want niyfelf. But two Indian Lads Jive with me ; 
‘ and about three Pounds I defign to fpend upon thefe, or fome 

* others, that may affift me in learning the Language which I 
‘ cannot well alLjrd, without the AiTiffaace of Charity. If 
‘ therefore you will bp pleas’d to remit to me, by the Bearer, 
t :what you offer’d, I Ihail accept it with great Thankfulnefs : 

- • . . and 

* He might have faid quite, as appears by the following Account. 
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‘ and I think it would be laid out very profitably in the Way I 

* have mentioned. Fray for me, for our new Profelites, and for 
‘ our whole Tribe. May the Bleffing of the charitable Man de- 

* fcend upon you, and yours. Which is the hearty Prayer 
^ of, ^c. 

The Rev. Dr. Colman not only approv’d of the Method, in 
which Mr. Sergeant propos’d to fpend the Money offer’d him, 
but was fo well pleas’d with it, that he doubled the Sum ; as 
appears by a Paffage in the Dodor’s Anfwer of February 6th 
I735»6. 

‘ Mr. Mailhew Noble brings me to Day your welcome Let- 
‘ ter, of December 26th. And has receiv’d Ten Pounds for 
‘ ydurfelf, and Five for Mr. Woodbridge, I have doubled the 
‘ Sum to you, upon reading your Letter, for the affifting you 
‘ the more in fupporting the two Indian Boys.- 

By a Paffage in Mr. Sergeant’s Journal, it feems as if even 
the River-Indians had j^not wholly efcap’d being tamper’d with 
by the Romifh Clergy. 

‘ January 26rh.-The Lieutenant afl<’d me what I thought 

‘ of the Celibacy of the Romijh Clergy, and of their fevere Me- 
‘ thods of doing Penance I was a little furpriz’d to hear him 
‘ afk fuch a Queftion ; for I did not fuppofe our Indians knew 
‘ any Thing of the Matter. However, I readily told him, that 
‘ thofe Things were vain Inventions of Men ; and unprofitable 
‘ Services; that 1 did not judge any Man 5 but I was fure 
‘ no Body was under Obligation to do them ; that our Bufinefs 

* was to mortify our Lufts and Paffions, and to regulate our 

‘ Lives by the reveal’d Will of God, and not to go beyond 
« that. - 

The Indians living in two Places, remote from each other, 
put them to the Trouble of removing from their proper Habi¬ 
tations in the Winter Seafon •, and laid them under Difadvan- 
tages, as to attending upon the publick Worfhip, and theSchool, 
in the Summer. There was therefore, from the Beginning, a 
Defign to accommodate them with Land, that they mi :ht all 
fettle in *one Place ; and that there might be Accommodations 
alfo for others of the^Tni’e, who might be difpos’d to Come and 
fettle with them. The honourable John StoddardiWoy' in a 
Letter, wrote to be communicated to the Indians^ at their general 
G Meeting 
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Mee:ing at Hmifafufinuky in January I734>5. mention’d it as 
follows. 

‘-There is a Projection (fays he) to get the moft of the 

< great Meadow, above the Mountain of Houfatunnuk for the 

* Indiansyio that they may live together, and be able, with Con- 

* venience, to attend the publick Worfliip, and have a School at 

‘ their Doors : Provided the Govmmwni can agree with the 
‘ who have Lands there, and can fuit them with Lands 

‘ cifewhere. Thefe Things are great Tokens of Kindnefs to- 
‘ wards the Indiam^ and they fhould be very careful how they 
‘ put a Slight upon them.’ 

At the 1 reaty at Deerfield, the fame' Thing was propos’d to 
them, by Governor Belcher. ‘-1 have been inform’d, (fays 

* His Excellency) that you live remote from one another, and that 
‘ you are not accommodated with Lands fufficienc to fupporc 
‘ your Families. This Matter I jfhall lay before the great 
‘ Councilor this Gevernmeni, and recommend to them the givino- 
‘ you Lands for your more convenient and compaCt Settlement 
‘ and what may be enough for your living comfortably upon.’ 

Accordingly, the Governor laid this Matter before the General 
JJjhnbly at their Fall SelEon, and gives Mr. Sergeant the 
iollowing Account of it, in a Letter of January both 
•• - 1 kid before them (the General Gear/j what I had pro- 

* mifed to your little Flock, at the Interview with them at Deer- 
‘ field j and Col. Stoddard, Major Pumroy, and Mr. Juftice In- 
‘ gerjhle^Mt appointed, by the General Court, to weigh and con- 

* iider all Things and Gircumftances, foas to accommodate rhy 
‘ Children at Houfiatunnuk with Land, in the beft Manner. 

His Excellency adds, ‘ I agree with you that fome Engfijh 
‘ Families fif fuch can be found as you mention) be interfpers’d 
‘ and fettled among the Indians \ for to civilize, will be the 
‘ readied: Way to them.* 

'Fhc Indians of Houfatunnuk were inform’d of the Seeps that 
vverc taken by the Engltjh, and of the Committee chofen for the 
above-mention’d End *, but had a great Jeaioufie upon their 
Minds, that the Englijh had fome ill Defign upon them ; and 
liad feveral Confultations among themfelves, what Anfwcr they 
fnould make to them when they came up. Why they were 
fo cautious, the Reader may bed; learn from Mr. Sergeant’s 

Journal. 
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Journal. ‘ It may, (fays he) perhaps, he wonder’d that there 
‘ fhould be any Difficulty among the Indians in this Affair. 
‘ But it is the Manner of the I) at ion to be (low in their Debates, 
‘ cautious in their Determinations, and jealous of their Intereft. 
‘ And the Enemies of the Gofpel (for we have a great many, 
‘ not only among the Indians in other Places, but alfo among 
‘ pretended Chriftiam •, whofe Godlinefs is their Gain) had been 
‘ very induftrious to throw Blocks in their Way, and to 
‘ prevent their accepting the Propoial of fettling together. For 
‘ there have not been wanting thofe,and there are fome yet, that 
‘ tell them, our Defign, in this Affair, is only to get the greater 
‘ Advantage of them, and bring them more into our Power, 
‘ that we may inflave them and their Children. 

But thefe Jealoufies were, in fome good Meafure, remov’d 
by the Pains Mr. Sergeant took to fatisfy them of the kind 
and good Intention of the Englijh towards them ; and by the 
Faithfulnefs both of the Committee & Government in that Affair. 

‘ I oth. (fays Mr. Sergeant) Major and 

« Mr. Ingerfole^ two of the Gentlemen appointed by the Govern- 
‘ ment to weigh and confidcr the Matter of procuring for the 
‘ Indians fome Land, came up here upon that Buhnefs.— The 
‘ next Day the Indians^ being fent for, came to meet the Com- 
‘ mittee. And, firft, the M ^jor read the Vote of the Affembly^ 
‘ by which the three for-c mentioned Gentlemen were appointed 

* a Committee for this Affair i and then made a Speech to them 
‘ to the following Purport. 

Friends and Brethren, 

‘ The Governou and General Court, appointed us to come up 
‘ to treat with you, and to endeavour to fettle you together 
‘ upon fome good interval Land, that you may better profit by 
‘ your Minifter and School-Mafter: And for this End we two 
« are come. Col. Stoddard's Mother being an aged Woman, 
‘ and ffek, prevented his coming, and will, we hope, be his 
^ Excufc to you. But we are come to promote your civil and 

* religious Intereft. We can affure you of the Friendffiip and 
‘ good Will of this Government. Therefore tell us what will 
‘ fuit; that we may inform the General Court, who will gladly 
‘ do you good. 
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‘ Then the Committee aik’d, Whether they had a Mind to Jive 
‘ together ? They anfwer’d, Tes *, and fhould be very thankful, 
‘ if they might be accommodated for that Purpofe : And faid, 

• they were all agreed. Then they were afk’d. Whether the 
‘ interval Land above that Mountain (which the Indians call 
‘ IVnahktukook) would fuit them ? They faid very well. And 
‘ whether they were willing to part with their referv’d Land, 
‘ below at Scatekook,, for an Equivalent above ? They anfwer''d 

* Tes. Whether they were willing a Lot Ihould be there referv’d 
‘ for the Mlnifter and School Majier ? d'hey faid Tes,, by allMeans, 
‘ Then they were difmifs’d, till the iSth of the Month.* 

It muft be here obferv’d, that the Lands z.tWnahktukook (alias 
the Great-Meadow) above the Mountain, were comprehended 
in the North Part of a Townfhip, which was fome Time ago 
jpurchafed of the Indians, and by the General JJfembly granted to 
a Number of Proprietors j except a fmall Parr, which Captain 
Kunkapot, and fome other Indians tliere, referv’d for their own 
Uie ; and now live upon. What the General Ajemtly defign’d, 
was, to agree with thofe Proprietors, who had Land above the 
Mountain, to give up their Right, and to take Land in other 
Places, as an Equivalent for it: and to grant to ihz Indians a 
Townlhip fix Miles Square, comprizing the Great-Meadow in 
it ; that being the moll;- fuitable Spot lor! the Indians of any that 
could be had : for they make little or nodjfe ;o£ any but inter- 
y.al Land. . . ^ 

The BufineTs therefore of the Committee, in the next Place, 
was with thofe EngUJh, and People, who held the Land 

above the Mountain •, with whom, when they came to difeourfe, 
they found little or no Difficulty j for they were content with 
the Propofals made to them ol equivalent Lands in otherPlaces. 
Bur there were two or three Dtitcb Men, who were fettled above 
the Mountain, and had Lands in the Great-Meadow, who were 
more difficult. To thofe the Committee made fome very fair 
Propofals, which they took into Confideration. 

The Committee therefore,upon meeting the Indians on the 18th, 
inform’d them, that they had confer’d with the Proprietors of 
the Land above the Mountain, and that there was a Profped of 
obtaining thofe Lands for the Indians, according to their Defire ; 
efpecially feeing the Governor, and General Court, were fo very 
,3 defirous 
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defirous of promoting Religion among them •, that it was not 
now in their Power to fettie them together, but they muft make 
Report of what they had done to the General JjfemHy ; who, if 
they approv’d of it, would fend another Commiliee to accomplifh 
the Affair. And then they defir’d to know. Whether the Indians 
had any Thing further to fay to them f 

The Indians return’d them their hearty Thanks for the Pains 
they had taken, and for the Trouble they had been at, in profe- 
cuting the Affair : and added, that they had nothing further to 
fay, but only that they defir’d to be fettled together by planting 
Time. 

Upon the Report of this Committee^ I fuppofe, it was, that the 
General Court granted to the Indians a Townfhip, fix Miles 
fquare, above the Mountain •, comprizing in it fVnahktukook^ dr 
the Great-Meadow, And the fame Gentlemen were appointrd 
a Committee to lay out the Land, and to treat further wi'-h thofe, 
who wereProprietors of Land,within theLimits of theTownfiiip, 
to give them an Equivalent,^ to Proportion the Meadow Lands 
to the Indians^ and to do all that was needful that the Indians 
might be put into the quiet Pofiefiion of it. By the Grant of 
the General Ajfembly^ Mr. Sergeant, their and Mr. 

Woodbridge^ their School-Mafter^ were made Proprietors, each of 
a fixtieth Part of the Townfhip ; and four Englijh Families be- 
fides w^ere to be accommodated with fuch a Part as the Committee 
fhould fee fit. It was upon Mr. Sergeant’s Defire, that thofe 
Families were admitted. The Ends he had in View were, 
not only that He, and Mr, Woodhridge, might have the Comforc 
of their Neighbourhood, and Society 5 but efpecially to civilize 
and anglicize the Indians, and to be a ^elp to them in their 
fecular Affairs. Families, well adapted to anfwer thofe Ends, 
wer« to be chofen, and by Col. Stoddard^ Approbation (whb 
was a good Judge) they were to be admitted. 

April 20tb. Thefe, Gentlemen, the honourable Stoddard„ 
Ebenezer Funiroy, and Ehomas Ingerfde, Efqrs; went ro 
Houfatunnuk, upon the Bufinefs afiign’d them by the Court, 
When they met the Indians, they found fome Jealoufies yet re¬ 
maining upon their Minds, which it was needful for them, in 
the firfl Place, to remove. Of this Matter Mr. Sergeant, in 
his Journal, gives the following Account, 


f The 
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‘ The Indians met the Committee •, who difcours’d with them, 

* informing them of the Intention of the Government, and the 

* Defign of their coming up ; reminding them of what was 

* agreed upon in the Winter, telling them how far they had 

* proceeded already ; for they had, before they came up,agreed 
‘ with all the Proprietors in thofe Parts from whence they came •, 
‘ and had got 12 or 14 Rights to difpofe of to them. After 
‘ this Lieutenant Vmpacheme fpake to the following Purport. 
‘ That he was very fenfiblc of the unhappy Circumftanccs of 

* his former Life, and of the miferable State of his Nation ; 

* who, being brought up in thU greateft Ignorance and Vice, 

‘ were Objeds of Pity : And that he was alfo fenfible of their 
‘ great Obligations to the Englijb, for the Notice that had been 
‘ taken of them; and very thankful for their Care of them, in 
‘ providing for their Inftru< 5 lion in the Knowledge of the Gofpel, 
*■ and taking Care to have their Children taught to read, and 
‘ for their being brought up in the Religion : And 

‘ faid, that for his Part, he was fo fully fenfible of thefeThings, 
‘ that the Confideration of them had feme Times almoft drawn 
‘ Tears from his Eyes : and that, as for himfelf, he thought his 
‘ Eyes were now open’d, and was well fatisfied of the Truth of 
‘ the Cbrijiian Religion,fo far as he underftood it ; tho’ poflibly 
' he might be miflaken ; and was only forry he’d had fo little 

Opportunity to be inftrufSled j wifh’d it had been his Happi- 
‘ nels to have been brought up in the Cbrtjlian Religion, as he 
‘ hop’d it would be of his Children; for he wifh’d the fame 
‘ Care that had been taken, might be continu’d : Yea, ’twas 
‘ his Defire, that their whole ^ribe might be brought into the 
‘ fame W’ay they were in. However, there were two or three 
‘ Things, which appear’d dark in his Eyes. He wonder’d they 
‘ had been negleded fo long, and defir’d to know the true 
‘ Spring of the great Favour, fo fuddcnly fhown them. If it 
‘ was from Love and good Will towards them, he, for his Part, 
‘ accepted it with all Thankfulnefs ; But, poffibly, there might 
‘ be fome fecret Spring, and moving Caufe, he was not acquaint- 
‘ ed with, that might leffen theirObligations toGratitude. /\nd 
‘ what ftiil more ftumbied him was, that Major Pumroy, when 
‘ he was here laft Winter, afk’d them feveral Queftions, about 
^ the Proprietors of feveral Trads of Land, and fo infilled upon 

‘ k 
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‘ it to know who they were, and how they came by theirTitle^, 

‘ that he was ready to conceive, the Major fufpeded they had 
‘ no Title at all to the Lands they challenged. If any Gentle- 
‘ man queftion*d them in this Point, they were not able, without 
‘ much Trouble in fending for Friends, and providingWitnefles, 

‘ to fatisfy him : Or, if any one fhould infift upon any Thing 
‘ more than the Teftimony of living WitnelJes, he confefs’d 
‘ they could prove no Title at a!!. However, their Titles were 
‘ good, according to their Law and Cuftom in fuch Cafes. 

‘ And another Thing, he could not but wonder at, was, that 

* if the Chriftian Religion was fo true and good, as he eftcem’d 
‘ it to be, how there fhould be fo many Profcflars of ir, that 
‘ liv’d fuch vicious Lives^ and fo contrary to what he was told, 

‘ were the Rules of it. 

‘ This is the Subftance of what he faid, which he fpake with 

* the greateft Earneflnefs. 

‘ Col. Stoddard anfwer’d him •, informing him, what was the • 
‘ Pretence of the firfl: Engltfh Settlers of America^ with Rerpe6t 

* to the Propagation of the Gofpel among the Natives of the 

* Country ; and what is contain’d in iht Charter oCi\\n Govern- 
‘ ment^ refpedling that Matter : And told him what had been 
^ done formerly to chrijiianize the Indians •, particularly by the 
‘ famous Mr. Eiiot •, and what Succefs had attended thofe En- 
^ deavours j and what is now doing in diverfe Parts of thz Pro- 
‘ vince: That the Government had always been ready to promote 
‘ the Gofpels Propagation among them : That many Attempts 
‘ had been made, with but too little Succefs : but as Toon as 
‘ ever it was known, that the Indians at Houfatunnuk had a 
‘ favourable Opinion of the Chrifiian Religion, Care was taken 
‘ to have them inftruded. It was their Good, and that only, 

‘ that was fought after : And, whatever their Enemies might 
‘ infmuate to the contrary, this was the Spring of what was now 

‘ doing for them.-As for the Difficulty which arofe from 

‘ what Major Pumroy had faid, he anfwer’d for himfelf, that it 
‘ was not beccufe he,.in the leaft doubted of their Titles to their 
‘ Lands, (which he look’d upon as good) that he enquir’d, who 
‘ own’d this and that Trad, and how they came by theirTitles; 

‘ but that it was only to gratify his own Curiofity to know 
‘ their Laws and Cuftoms. 

ITq 



5 o Hiftorical Memoirs, &’c. * 7 3 6 

‘ Ta the third DifHculry the Colonel anfwer’d, that it was 

* indeed a {hameful Thing but fprung from the Corruption 
‘ of Men’s Hearts, and not fiom any Defeat in the Rules of 
‘ Living, 

* Then the fpake again, and faid i perhaps,'be- 

* caufe the Land was in great Mcafure given them, there might 

* hereafter fome Contention arife between their Children and 

* ours ; and that ours would look upon themfeivcs to have a 
‘ Superiority over theirs, becaufe the Land was given them, 

* He deOr’d therefore to know, how their Titles would be 

* afeertain’d ; and what Security they could have, that their 
‘ Children would be free. 

* To this the Col. anfwer’d, that they would have their Titles 

* in the fame Manner that all the People in the Gavernmem had; 
‘ that therefore they had no more Rcafon to fear, that Advan- 
‘ tage would be taken againft them, than any Body elfe ; that 
‘ the fame Laws which proteded others, in their Properties, 
‘ would protect them : That there were Laws made peculiarly 
‘ in Favour of the Indians^ which they would have the Benefit 
‘ of; that what will be, none can certainly tell, but, from what 
' has been, we may reafonably hope, that the fame,Favour will 
‘ be continu’d. But after all, they would be entirely at their 
® Liberty, as much as they were then, either to go away, or to 
‘ tarry there, if they had a Mind to. 

‘ Then the Lieutenant exprefs’d his Satisfadlon in what had 
‘ been faid, and added that, for his own Part, he was fo abun- 
‘ dantly fatisfy’d of the Truth and Excellency of the Cbrijtian 
‘ Religion, that he would chearfully die for it. And after they 
‘ had difeours’d a While upon Religion in general, they were 

* difmifs’d \ very much to the Sacisfadion of the Indians. 

The Commltiee met with much Difficulty from the Men that 

were fettled above the Mountain ; but at Length found Means 
whereby they were made pretty eafy.-- They therefore pro¬ 

ceeded in their Bufinefs, laid out the Townfhip, which now goes 
by the Name of Stkkbridgs •, and, if I miflake not, proportion’d 
the Meadow-Land, which they had got for the Indians. But 
fome yet remain’d in the Hands of the Proprietors, which after¬ 
wards the Indians were put into the Poffiffion of : tho’ it coft. 
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the Committee^ and Mr. Sergeant too, a great deal of Trouble, 
before they could fatisfy and remove the Owners. 

Capt. Kunkapai had formerly given to Jehoiakim Vanvalk- 
tnhourgh^ a Dutch- Man, his fpecial Friend, 40 Acres of Land in 
this Great-Meadow, and about 250 of Upland adjoining to it ; 
which he now held. But, a little after, being reduc’d, he was 
oblig’d to fell. Some Gentlemen therefore bought him our, 
and gave the Land to the Indians, an Equivalent of the unap¬ 
propriated Lands being given them by the General AJfembly. 
So that the whole MeaX)w was in a little Time poflell by the 
Indians. 

On Monday the 26th of April, the Committee confer’d again 
with the Indians, and inform’d them what they had done, re- 
fpeding their Townfhip •, Ihew’d them a Plan of it; defir’d to 
know of them, if they would have any Thing alter’d. The 
Indians replied that they were very well fatisfied with what waa 
done, and very thankful for it. 

In the Beginning of May, the Indians all fettled in.their new 
Town -, were greatly pleas’d with it. Two new Families were 
added to their Number. ‘ They gave very much 'vax.oUujbandry, 
‘ (fays Mr. Sergeant) planted more this Year than ever they 
‘ did before, by threeTimesat leaft.-Mr. Woodhridge\o^%^% 

• at Capt. Kunkapola, has a very numerous School, and a tedi- 
‘ ous Talk of it lives a very lonefome Life ; is indeed inde- 
‘ fatigable in his Bufinefs *, and no Body deferves more of the 

* Publick than he.’ 

When the Committee, upon their firft Vifitation of the Indians 
at Houfatunnuk, had finilh’d their Bufinefs with them, the Time 
for geting Sugar was come. 

Therefore {March the firft) they all went into the Woods, 
with their Familes, upon that Bufinefs ; expeding to follov/ it- 
about fix Weeks. They went in two Companies, about Half 
with the Captain above the Mountain, the Reft with the Lieute¬ 
nant below. Mr. Sergeant was loth they ftiould be fo long 
without Inftru6lion, and therefore concluded that he would go 
with one of the Companies, and Mr. IVoodbridge mih the other, 
and live with them during that Seafon. 

After the Indians had been out two Days, and prepar’d thera- 
fclves Houfes, they fent in two young Men, one to Conduct 
H Mr. 
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Mr. Sej^geaht to the CaptmnU Hoisfcy and the adier to epn^ 
du(ft Mr. IVeodbridge to the Lieutenant''Si 

After they had been out about three Weeks, Mr. Sergeant 
aaadi Mr. l¥oodbridge chang’d their Quarters 5 Mr. Sjergeant 
veiac tCK the Lieutenant's Company, and Mr. W 9 odhridg& to the 
Captain's^ endeavouring that the Indiam might ha^ve equal Ad- 
vantage from their Inlfrutflions, 

During thefe fix Weeks,, Mr^ Sergeant fpent his Tirade 
uery agreably among the Indiansi^ being employ’d,, ia the Day 
Time,, in. teaching the Children caread j andia the. Evening he 
taught the Indians to fing, in which they took great Deiighr. 
He pray’d with them M.oming, and Evening, in theic own Lan¬ 
guage', and faid Grace before, and after Meat, in the fame. He- 
aifoi preach’d to them on the Sabbath by an. Interpreter,, and 
pray’d in their own Language j which he bi^an, to do. on Fr- 
knuary- i and continu’d it ever after. For they being defi- 
rous, that Prayers might be made in their own Language,Mr« 
Sergeant ( by the Affidance of Interpreters ) had compos’d 
Prayers for fuch Ckcafions, in the Language.. The Snow 
now waRabout a Foot? and*.Half deep in. drole Woods, and. the 
Weathep cold. A Deer-ficin with the Hiair on, fpread upon* 
Ibme Spruce Boughs, and a-Blanket fpread upon, that, was his- 
Bed-; and diree Blankets fpread over him was his Covering 
where he fleptvery well. And tho’ their Diet was low.,, yet ir 
was cleanly and wjsU dre'fs’dv by the Caflmiis mALkutmnnt'se 
Wives. Their Drink was Water. Fie had a. good Appetite,' 
eat heartiiy, and'wasdn'very goodFIeakh’, ail. the Time he was 
ifl‘the Wildernefs wiriittheni; 

‘ I was (fays Mr. Sergeant) treated very wdi, whifel was* 
with them i and Itarn’d more of tiheir Manners,, andi lan- 

guagej than ever I had before?—-- They are aitogethecr 

* without Compliments, in their Treatment one of anocher.. 
^ Children fiiew no Sort of Deference to their Parents,, cither im 
W^brd or Carriage,, more* than ro'any Body elfe. They aret 
** very* modeft; and the Women and Children balhfui; They/ 
‘ are kind one t;o another, and make every Body welcome, in 
‘ their Way, that comes to their Hbufes; When a Stranger. 

comes into one of their Houfes, he does ir, as if it were his 
‘ ownv andj w-ichout any Compliments at ail, fits down with 
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^ tl^Reft; but fays notbing. The Hoafe-Keeper iwaiediatejy 

* offers himfo^e Viduals which he receives as tho’ he were at 
‘ Home ; eats free-ly, ami then hegiiis to talk >, tx> tell his Bit* 
‘ linefs, or co relate a Pkee of News ^ but will enter, before 
‘ he has eat, into no Difroiuirfe. Some Times*, when Friends 
‘ meet, they fay to one another. O ! Broiher> or Coufin ; <or 

ufe fome fuch Word expreffing Ibme Relation. But they 
‘ have Terms expreffive of more particular, and different 
Relations, from any we uie. Their Children, born of the 
fame Parents,, ftand in three Relations to one another * the 
eJdeft calling all the younger, whether Brothers or Sifters, 
Nheefumuk. The elder lifters aiT to the younger, whether 
Brothers, or Sifters, NmefuL The younger Children call the 
‘ elder Brothers, Neiokhaunut. And there are other like relative 
Terms, to which there are none in ourLatiguage Synonymous. 
‘ And indeed their Language, fo far as I perceive as yet, is 

* extremely different from all the European Languages that I 
‘ have any Acquaintance with, and feems, as far as"! can judge, 

* in the Genius, Phrafeology, and Pronunciation, of the Words 
‘ (which abound with Gutturals) to be moft; like the Language 

of the Eaft : tho’, I confefs, I am as yet a very incompetenc 
‘ Judge. ^ 

‘ Their Women have a Cuftom (which is, for ought I know, 
‘ peculiar to the aboriginal Americans^ for they tell me it is cOm- 
^ mon to all North-America at leaft) viz. Their Girls, at the 
‘ firfl; flux of their Menfes, feperate themfelves from all Society, 
‘ Jive alone in the Woods j fome fourteen, fonve twenty, ahd 

* fome forty Days j mufl: do no Work at all, nor be leen by 
any Man ; for it is reckon’d ominous for a Man to them in 

‘ their Seperation. They cut off their Hair when they go out. 
And forr^ of their Women go out afterwards, at the Return 
or their Terms, and ftay three or four Days,-*--*- What they 
‘ mean by this Cuftom, or whence they deriv’d it, 1 cannot tell.'* 
About the Time the Indians fettled in their new Town^ Mr. 
Sergeant went to fV^fijield^mdi was there detain’d by Sicknell; 
fo that he was abfent from them two Sabbaths, He -took Care 
to inform the Indians of his Sicknefs, who exprefs’d a great deal 
^ j *’ enquir’d by all Opportunities after him, 

and faid if he ftiould die it would be a great Lofs; to them : But 

if 
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if it fliould be fo, they hop’d God would provide them another 
Minifter. At his Return, they fhew’d great Joy & Satisfa<^ion, 
that he was recover’d and reftor’d to them again. 

May 23d. He preach’d to them in their new Settlement, but 
liv’d not among them as their School-Mailer did, but kept ftili 
at his Lodgings about five Miles below. 

June 12. A Meffenger came from Hudfotf-River, to call the 
Indians thither, to confider of a Murder committed by one of 
their Tribe. The Captain and Lieutenant went upon that Occa- 
fion, and had Opportunity, while they were gone, to fee and 
converfe with many of the principal Indians ; fpent almoft all 
their Time inDifcourfe with them upon the Subjedl of Religion j 
and told Mr. Sergeant when they return’d, that all they talk’d 
with, had favourable Thoughts of the Chrifiian Religion ; 
own’d that they themfelves were in a wrong Way, and fa:d they 
believ’d they were fervingthe Devil : And not one obje(fi:ed any 
Thing againil Chrijlianity, feveral faid they would come with 
their Families, and be inftru6led. 

On the 27th of June, Mr. Sergeant baptiz’d a Child, which 
being mention’d in his Journal, he proceeds to fay. 

‘ And now the whole Number that I have baptiz’d is 52, 
‘ The Number of Indians now refiding here is upwards of 90 ; 

* and it is highly probable, if God affords us the Bleffing he has 
‘ done, we fhail have here, in a few Years, fome Hundreds of 
‘ Indians. 

‘ From the imperfed View of the Matter, one may have 
'*■ from this Journal, it will 1 believe appear, that the Hand of 
‘ God has been remarkably in the Affair. But I am not able,, 
‘ in Writing, to communicate the fame View of Things, that I 

have from obferving the whole from Step to Step, iind con*- 
‘ fidering the grofs Darknefs the Indians were brought up in, 
‘ with the great Oppofition the Gofpel has met with, not only 
‘ from the Heathen, but from fome alfo, who have the Narne 
‘ of Chriflians, I am furpriz’d at the Progrefs it has fo fuddenly 

* made among them. A very remarkable Reformation appears, 
‘ more, and more, in their Manners ; their Hearts feem really 
‘ to be engag’d ; and Vice, efpccially Drunkennefs (the Vice 

* they are all addided to) begins to be a great Difgrace among 
‘ them. I am not able to converfe much with them in their 

t own 
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‘ own Language, tho* I underftaod a great deal they fay ; and 

• Religion is the Subjcd of frequent Converfation among them. 
‘ Our Dutch Interpreter tells me he is furpriz’d to hear fome of 

* them talk, fo fenfibly as they do about Religion. 

When Mr. Sergeant was at Wejifield^ in the Beginning of 
May^ he receiv'd a Letter from Dr. Caiman^ of April 21. giving 
him an Account of a generous Offer Mr. J/aac Hollis of London 
had made him, of dieting,, cloathing, lodging, and inlfruding 
20 Indian Boys at his own Coil. 

This is the Gentleman to whom the Dolior wrote, recom¬ 
mending the MifTion at Houfatunnuk to his Generofity of which 
he inform’d Mr. Sergeant in his Letter of June 18th 1735. 
inferted, in Page 30 & 31. And in Anfwer to the Letter of 
the Donor's^ he malces this generous Offer. 

Dr. Colman, who was wife and prudent, thought it not beft 
to draw upon Mr. Hollis^ until he llhould be well inform’d, whac 
the Charge of maintaining 20 Scholars would amount to, in 
one Year *, for he was apprehenfive that it would rife higher, 
than the Donor expedted. And therefore wrote to Mr. IVilU 
iamsoi Springfield, and to Mr. Sergeant,, for their Thoughts 
upon the Matter *, and alfo confulted Governor Belcher j and, 
upon the beft Computation they could make, concluded, that 
the Expence of one Child, in a Year, would arife to twenty 
five Pounds our Currency, and the whole to five Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. Of this Dr. Caiman, inform’d Mr. Hollis ; and k 
prov’d as the Dodor expeded. It exceeded what Mr. Hollis 
tho’t of. He therefore reduc’d the. Number of Scholars to 12 5 
and propos’d to fupport that Number from Year to Year. 

About the fame Time, the honourable Samuel Holden,YAc\\ of 
London, direded the Rev. Dr. Colman to beftow one Hundred 
Pounds of his Money for the Benefit of the Indians at Stoekhridge^ 
which Mr. Sergeant, with Dr. Colmanh Approbation, thought 
beft to expend for the Benefit of the Females ; feeing Mr. 
Hollish Donation was confin’d to the Males. 

Of thefe noble, and generous Inftances of Liberality, Mr. 
Sergeant inform’d ihz Indians, who were much affeded. with 
them, and very thankful to their pious Benefadors. And, as a 
grateful Acknowledgment of theBenefits they had receiv’d from 
tht honomdloi^ Corporation at Home, they wrote the following 
Letter. ‘ Being 
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‘ Being very fenfible of the former mrferabk Grarm(lances, 
‘ both of ourfelves andChildren,byReafon of the Ignorance and 
‘ Tice in which we were bro*c up > we cannot bur refenr, with 
‘ the mpft hearty Gratitude, the Care you have taken to in-ftru(5t 
‘ us in the Doftrines of the Gofpei Tnatha, neceilary for our 
‘ prefent Satis-fadlion and future tiappinefs, 

‘ We blefs God, tbe Father of Mertm, and Giver of all good 
‘ Things, that he has pitied us, and put it into your Hearts to 
< ufe your Endeavours to communicate to us that Knowledge 
‘ of divine 'filings, which he has given to you. We alfo thank 
^ God, that he hath given ijs Favour In the Eyes of this 
•* mm ; efpecitlly in making Provifion for our living together, 
‘ which is a very great Convenicncy for our own, and our Chil- 

* drens Inftru6lion, in the Principles of Religion, and other ufe- 
‘ ful Knowledge. We can, with the greateft Sincerity, fay, that 
‘ vve gladly embrace the blclTed Truths of the GofpH, and *tis 
‘ the Purpofe of our Hearts, as we have mod of us profefs*d 
‘ ourfelves Chrijliam, fo to continue ftedfaft in the Faith ; and 

* hope our Children will have the fame Wifdom given them, 
‘ And we pray God dill to continue it in your Hearts, to pro- 

* vide for our further Indrudion, and for that of our Children 
‘ alfo, that we and they may dill grow wifer and wifer. 

’ * And, from the fmall Meafure of Knowledge we have, (being 

* now as it were jud wak’d out of Sleep) we are fo fenfible of 
^ the Benefit of the Gofpeh that we wifh, and pray, that our 

* whole Nation may be brought into the fame Way. And we 

* blefs God he dill inclines their Hearts more and more to re- 
‘ ceive the Gofpel of our Lord and Saviour JeJks Chrifi. 

‘ We can make no Returns for your Favours, but only our 
‘ hearty Thanks, and Prayers to God, that he would repay our 
^ Benefadlors a Thoufand Fold into their Bofoms, for the Kind- 

* nefs they have fliewn us. 

* ** We are at a great Didance from you, and fhall never fee 
« your Faces in this World ; but hope it will be ourHappinefs, 
^ thro* the Riches of divine Grace in fe/us Chrifit to rejoice with 
‘ you in Heaven, our Father’s Houfe. 

We are your very oblig'd Friends, 
and Brethren, in the Faith and 

Patience of cur Lord Jefus Cbrifi. 

’ John 
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Ifaac Wn&umpe^ John Fchpmhmmvmt, 

Jamos Woh^mnkekomeeki Jar on $onk4‘wenaukh€ek^ 

Abraham Nankniehewani^, ]^a%id i^aunmmkenuh^ 

John Jouwoonmn^^ Ebenezor Pe^hfoonwkf 

Nicholas Ubwaunmut* Abraham J&htamkukkoonaunt^ 

Efhraim-Wopnawnmhqmm^ . 
Stockbridge, July 17th 173.6. » 


Ifl a'Letter of J'ttfy nth. His Exceileifcy Governor Beieher 
fays fo-Mr. Sergeant* defite you to greet my Ghi 4 drea 

* at Houfatmmrk, in the* kindeft Manner from me, and let them 
‘ know, 1 ihall be heartily glad to Ice them at Bofi§n, with 

* Corfiar their chief Sachem*.——— I hope to fee you with your 
*’ People, 

Accordingly Mr. Ser'ge ant, and a N^umber of ^t Siookbrii^ 
with about asmanyStrangers from went to 

Boft'on. AndJkptJi 5th they waited upon-the 

‘ The LhmemnP (fays Mr. Sergeant > made a Speech, in 
♦' which he, in the Name of the Reft, exprefs^d great Thanks 
*’ fulnefs for the Kindnefs the Government had beftow’d upon 
‘ them already, particularly in granting them aTownfliip, fbr 
‘ the Convenieney of their living together. And in Return 
gave up their Challenge to two- Miles of Land, one Mile on 

‘ each Side the Road fronr Houfarmnuk'toWeftfieM.- -Pray’d 

‘ for the Affiftance of the GovemmAP in building a Meeting- 
Houfe ietdt SchoobHmfe: 

‘ To-which-the Governor anfwePd’ very kindly, that' the 
*'■ Government was well’ plbas’d' with the Inclination- they had 
‘ Ihewn to receive the of our Lord J'efm Chrifi % and fo 

*' long as that good Difpofidon remain’d’, would not rCpenc the 
Care and Charge they had been at. to accommodate them for 
‘ their better Inftruftion in theWay of Life ; hop’d they would 
^ go on and’ aniwer our Hopes & Expedlations from their good 
‘ Beginning, and they IhouJd never want the Favour of the 
‘ Government ; that they accepted very kindly the Land they 

* gave up their ChaHenge to y that he would make known to 
‘ the General Courts their Defire refpedling a Meeting and Schml- 
‘ Houfe^ at their next Seffion. 

‘ Then they made a Prefent of Skim ; which thtGovemor 
‘ was pleas’d to order to be fbld, and the Money to* be laid out 

‘ in 
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‘ in Books for me ; which, with other Inftances of His Excel- 

* lency's Generofity to me, I retain a moft grateful Senfe of ; 

‘ and as it fprings from the Relation I ftand in to this People, 

‘ it is a Proof of His Excellency's great Piety, and Concern to 
‘ promote the Knowledge, and Practice, of Religion & Virtue, 

‘ and fo I fhall ever efteem myfelf fo much the more bound to 

* be faithful in my Bufinefs.- 

From Wejifield to Sheffield Bounds is about 26 Miles, theLand 
therefore which thefe Indians gave up their Challenge to is 52 
fquare Miles, and fbould be elteem’d no inconfiderable Return 
for the Favour bellow’d. 

Juguji 6th. Mr. Sergeant and the Indians din’d with the 
Governor and Council, were curteoufly treated, and receiv’d Pre- 
fenrs of Guns, Blankets, Shirrs, &c. Soon after which they re¬ 
turn'd Home, well pleas’d with the Treatment they had met 
with. And tho’ there were fome Difficulties attending the Af-' 
fairs of Stukbridge, particularly refpedling their Lands, not yet 
got wholly out of the Proprietors Hands, yet, in the general. 
Things went well; the Indians increas’d in Knowledge and 
Number, new Families, and particular Perfons, coming to them 
from Time to Time, to live there and be inftrudled. And the 
Indians in general behav’d well. But about the End of Augujt, 
fome of them went to a Kentikaw, or Dance, at Squampaumuk, 
(a Place about 25 Miles diftant from Slockbridge -, m the Dutch 
Country ) where, being encompaffed with Temptations, fome of 
them drank to Excefs, which was Caufe of great Grief to Mr. 
Sergeant, and they themfelves were fill’d with Shame and 
Confufion of Face when they came Home. 

Mr. Sergeant, who had hitherto liv’d in Families, 

below the Mountain, \n January 1736,7. mov’d up into the 
Indian Town, and liv’d with Mr. IVoodhridge, who had built an 
Houfe, and brought Home a Wife, &c. Mr. Sergeant there¬ 
fore was no longer under a Neceffity of living at fuch a Diftance 
from his People.-- ; ^ 

When His Excellency Governor Belcher, according to his 
Promile of Augtiji the 5th to the Indians, recommended it to the 
General AJfembly, to build them a Meeting-Houfe and SchooUUoufe, 
the granted it: as appears from a Pafiage in Colonel 
Stoddards Letter to Mr. Sergeant, 

! The 
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‘ The General Court {C&ys the Colonel) have ordered*. That a 
‘ Meeting-Houfe of thirty Feet broad, and forty Jong, together 
‘ with a School-Houfe^ be built for the Indians^ at the Charge of 
‘ the Province. And Tou and Mr. IFoodbridge, with Myfe^^ are 
‘ appointed to fee thefe Things effected.* 

As Mr. Sergeant had, by the Help of Interpreters, before 
this, tranflated fome Prayers into the Indian Language, for their 
daily ufe ; fo now he had tranflated Dr. Watih firfl; Catechifm 
into the Indian Tongue, that the Children might underftanding- 
ly read and learn it. Some Things, about this Time, appear’d 
with a difcouraging Afped, and gave Mr. Sergeant much 
Trouble ; the Principal of which was, that one of their 
Dutch Neighbours, not only refus’d to give up his Right fot an 
Equivalent, which made the Indians uneafy; but alfo kept a 
Store of Rum by him, of which he either gave or fold to the 
Indians^ {q that fome of them drank, to Excels, and were very 
troublefomc. But this was Matter of Grief to moft of them, 
efpecially to the Captain and lieutenant^ who exerted themfelves 
to correift fuch Di/orders ; and the Indians., in general, behav’d 
well. New Families were, from Time to Time, added to their 
Number. And there were frequent Inftancesof Mr. Sergeant’s 
baptizing Perfons, who, upon careful Examination, he found 
knowing in the Principles of Religion, and ferioufly rcfolv’d to 
walk by the excellent Rules of it. 

Tho’ the Indians went out this Seafon, as ufual, to makeSugar, 
yet they return’d from their Work every Week, and attended 
the publick Worlhip on the Sabbath. They alfo difeover’d an 
Inclination to the Englijh Cuftoms. For a couple, who were 
about marrying, enter’d their Intentions of it, or made them 
known to Mr. Sergeant, who, upon the two following Sab¬ 
baths, publilh’d theBands of Matrimony between Naukuchewat^ 
and IVauwoonemeen, and then married them by a Form tranflated 
into the Indian Language. 

On the 7th of Auguji Mr. Sergeant began to preach to the 
Indians in their own Language^ and in Procefs of 7'ime became 
-fo perfect in it, that the Indians were wont to fay. Our Minijler 
/peaks our Language better than we do our/elves. And as it coft 
him a great deal of Pains to make himfelf Mafter of it *, fo it 
was no fmali Advantage to him, when he was able to ufe it 
I freely,. 



6o Hiftorical Memoirs, 1737 

Coverfation with the Indians. For he was not only 
able, better to acquaint himfeif with the religious Sentiments of 
thole, who would make a Profeffion of Cbrifiiamty ; but aJfo to 
converfe with Strangers upon religious Subjeas, when they came 
to vi8t their Brethren at Stockhridgc, or when he had Opportu- 
nity elfewhere. ^ 

Mr. Srrgeant, about this Time, baptiz’d fcveral Perfons. 
And thaj the Reader may knowj what Pains he took to inform 
the Candidates in the Principles of Chriftianity ; and to fatisfy 
himfelf that t^y underftood them, and that it was their ferious 
Purpose and Refolution to live a religious Life; I fhali here 
tranicnbe, from his Journal, concife Account he gives of his 
Treatment of them. 

Lord^s Day, Augufi A large Auditory,—I preach’d in 
‘ Mian. T&kun and his Wife propos’d ihemfelves to Baptifm, 

‘ Both Perfons of good Behaviour, and apparently well difpos’d 
' to CkriJUamiy. The Man had been a Drinker ; but feem’d 
‘ now to be reform’d : the Woman always appear’d innocent, 

* and virtuoufly inclin’d. I- cook a great deal of Pains to in- 
ftruifli them in the Prinx^iples of ChTiJtianity^ and to imprefs 

‘ upon their Minds a ftrong Scnfc of Religion, and to compofe 

* them to SerkHifnefs. And, having good Satisfadion of their 
‘ K-nowiedge and good Inclination, Lard"s-Day^ Augufi I 
‘ baptiz’d Yokum., his Wife, and three Chiidren.——This Week, 

‘ UmpaumuCs Son, Fmaupaufm by Name, from the Ifland in 
‘ Hudfsnh-Bdver, where his Father was a Chief, who had been 
‘ here a little Whik, defir’d Bapiifm^ as alfo Nomjhoos^who about 

* a Year before came from the Shmwomos Country. I took 
‘ Pains to inftrucl them:particuiarly, in the Principles of 

mity. They, were both young, I was therefore the more con- 
‘ cern’d for them that they fhould be well inftruaed and 
have their Minds impreft with a due Serioufnefs and Concern, 

‘ in what they were about : I therefore chofe to defer their 
‘ Baptifm a little longer. 

‘ Lord*S'Day, Augufl Auditory as ufual.— This Week 
^ took a fecood, and third Opportunity, to inftrud the Candi- 
< dates for Baptiim, when another young Man alfo appear’d de- 
^ feous of Baptifm ; Ukbihnauwequn by Name.—--This Week 

‘ I 
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‘ I took a great deal of Pains to prepare the Candidates for 
‘ Baptifm. They appear'd very defirous of it, and feem’d to 
‘ underftaad the Do6trines of Religion well. 

‘ Lord*s-Day^ September 14th. 1 baptiz’d them.*- 

Mr. Sergeant had been inform’d, that the Indians living at 
Kaunaumeek, a Place about 18 Miles from Stockbridge^ to the 
N. W. were defirous that he fhould come and preach to them. 
He therefore fent a Meffenger, informing them, that Lords-Dayy 
September nth he would be with them. And in his Journal of 
that Day fays. 

‘ I preach’d at Kdunaumeek. I had about 30 Hearers. There 
‘ were but few Indians that properly belong’d there : but they 

• gave Notice of my coming to all that liv’d near them j fo 
‘ that a confiderable Number were got together. Some of the 
‘ Chief of our Indians bore me Company. I had prepar’d a 
‘ Sermon in Indian for the Occafion. They heard me with 
‘ great Attention, and faid they underfiood me. 

‘ We were entertain’d very kindly : The chief Man there 
‘ whofe Name w'as Aunauwauneekhheek^ appear’d to be a rational 
‘ judicious Man. He can fpeak a little Englifh^ and carries on 
‘ fome farming Bufinefs, and lives well. I afk’d him before I 
‘ came away •, what he thought of what he had heard ? He 
‘ faid.he could not give any Judgment yet ; for he had not fuf- 
‘ ficiently inform’d himfelf. Chrijiianity might be true •, he 
‘ could not pronounce againft it, nor could he fay it was right; 
‘ but added, that he fhould come to hear me fometimes at Hou- 

* fatunnuk^ and inform himfelf further. 

‘ 1 was well pleas’d with his Anfwer, and exhorted him to 
‘ enquire further into the Matter v and not to forget to pray to 
‘ God to inftru6t him. 

‘.Our Indians that were with me took Pains to perfuadc-theni 
‘ to embrace the Chrifiian Religion, and endeavour’d to anfwer 
‘ thofe Objections they fuppos’d might arife in theif Minds 
‘ .againft it ; particularly iht Lieutenant talk’d a gre^c (^al, and 
‘ very well, upon the SubjeCl. 

‘ Another Man there, of fome Character, and'of good Be- 
‘ haviour, who had been baptiz’d in his Infancy, by fomePriefi, 
‘ was well inefined to Religion j and purpos’d to come and live 
‘ with Ik? 

«». jfe I 2 
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A little more than a Month after this, viz. Lord's-Day, Oc~ 
ieber the 9th, the two principal Indians of Kamaumeek were at 
Ssockbridge, and heard Mr. Sergeant preach. ‘- 1 took 

* Opporrunity (fays he) to difeourfe with them both, and parti- 

* cularly with the Chief, who now was free to own that he be- 
‘ lieved the Chrijiian Religion was true, and that he was deter- 
‘ min’d to be a Chrijiian. And added, that he had receit^’d 
‘ fuch an Imprcffion on his Mind, from what he had heard from 
‘ me, and otherwife, of the Chrijiian Religion, that he could not 
‘ fhake it off •, that his Thoughts had been much fix’d upon the 

* Matter ; that, even in the Purfuit of his common Bufinefs, he 
‘ could not but entertain himfelf withRcfledlions of this Nature. 
^ The other appear’d to be fully determin’d to come and live 
‘ with us. 

‘ Lord’s-Day, i6th. Preach’d as ufual. This Week I went 
‘ upon a Vifit to my Friends in New-Jerfey. In the mean Time 
‘ the Chief of the Kaunanmeek Indians came hither, in Expeda- 
‘ tion to fee me, and hear fomc further Inftrudions in the Doc- 

* trines of Chrijiianily j and tarried about aWeek : feem’d much 
‘ afFeded with what he heard of the Chrijiian Religion, and‘ 

* very defirous of further Inftrudion •, purpos’d to come again 
‘ when he could hear of my Return. 

That 1 may here finilh the Story of thefe two principal Indians 
oi Kaunaumeek, viz. Amauwauneekhheek mdiWaut&unkumeet. 1 
iliall look forward to January 22. February 12. and April 16. 
1738. 

‘ Lords Day, January 22^^. I preach’d again at 
‘ Aunauwauneekbheek the principal Man there appear’d to be 

* mightily engag’d in Matters of Religion ; was defirous of 
‘ Be^tifm •, fent his Daughter, an only Child, to learn to read ; 

* came himfelf and tarried all the Week. And I, having good 
‘ Satisfadion of his Knowledge and Faith, baptiz’d him and his 

* Daughter.- 

‘ Lords-Day, February 12. I preach’d as ufual. Prefent.^«- 

* nauwauneehbheek, and PFautaunkumest, from Kaunutneek. The 

‘ laft left his Son with me.- 

‘ Lords-Day, April lh&pi\AdWautaunkuineet,zndt\vo 

‘ of his Children. He belong’d to Kaunaumeck, but is fmee 

‘ come 
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‘ come to live with us; is a Man of about forty Years of Age, 
‘ very good temper’d, and of confiderableKnowledge : formerly 
‘ addicted to Drinking, but now reform’d. 

The generous Propofal of Mr. Hollis^ to maintain 12 Boy.?, 
was not till now put in Execution. And what Mr Sergeant 
lays of it in his Journal is. 

January i uh 1737,8. I began to keep the 12 Indian Boys 
‘ on Mr. Hollis*% Foundation. I took them into my own Houfe, 
‘ and under my Inftruftion. 

It was in the Spring of the Year 1736. when the Rev. Dr. 
Colman receiv’d from Mr. Hollis the Offer of maintaining 20 
Scholars at Houfatunnuk, The Holior's Caution in the Affair, 
mention’d before, delay’d the coming of the Money till the 
Spring of the Year 1737* Some Time alfo was taken up in 
getting their Cloaths from Bojton, making of them up, &c. And 
even then there was noHoufe in SiockHidge^buiMr. fVosdbridge's^ 
which, was Imall. Mr. Sergeant therefore, who was building 
this Summer, and intending to take the Boys under his own 
Indrudion, tho’t beft to put it off, till his own Houfe could be 
prepar’d to receive them. And accordingly, having prepar’d 
it, hir’d a Houfe Keeper-; and, at the Time abovemention’d, he 
took them in. 

It is probable, his Houfe would have been ready for their 
Reception fooner, if he had not been in Want of Money to 
forward the building of it. 

His Salary was no more than One Hundred and fifty Pounds 
our Money, twenty-feven Shillings and fix Pence of which was 
then equal to one Ounce of Silver. And, by Reafon of a ge¬ 
neral Scarcity, all Provifions were very dear. Little or Nothing 
could therefore be fpar’d from his Salary towards building. 

^ By aLetterof Apil 25. 1737. he inform’d the Commijfioners of 
his being about to build ; defiring fome Afliftance fiom them to 
defrey theCharge of it. In Anfwer to which the honomzhlcAdam 
IPinthrop inform’d him, that he wduld lay his Letter before the 
Commijfioners at their next Meeting, which would not be very 
foon, for they lately met. And in one Letter of July 30. and 
in another of September 8. The SecretaryMr. Winthrop inform’d 
him that the Qommijfionen had not yet met* 

\ But 



64 Hiftorical Memoirs, Sfc. ^ 73 ^ 

But Apri/ the 6. 1738. he writes thus to Mr. Sergeant. ‘ I 

* laid before the Commijfioners your Letter fur fome Allowance 
‘ toward your buildirvg, and they voted fifty Pounds to be paid 
‘ you on that Account. 

As the Sum, granted by the Commiffioners, did not anfwer his 
Expedations, not amounting to ten Pounds Sterling, fo neither 
was it fufficicnt to relieve his Neceffities ; for he, before this, 
was neceflfitated to run himfelf much into Debt: As he informs 
Dr. Colman in a Letter of June the j 9th, in which he alfo fays. 

‘ I was indeed extremely difappointed in my Expedations, 

* when I found by Mr. Secretary's late Letter to me, that the 

* Commifiioners had voted me no more i\xzn fifty Pounds to afEft 

‘ me in my Settlement.- 

‘ Upon the Reception of Col. IVintbrop's Letter, I immedi- 

* ately determin’d to apply myfclf to the General Court, not 
‘ knowing where elfe to feek for Affiflance. Whether or -no 
*• they will think it their Bufinefs to help me, I cannot tell. 
‘ However, I have put a Petition into Col. Stoddard's Hand, 
‘ and by him wrote to the Governor with a great deal of Free- 
‘ dom, praying for his Favour in the Matter. And I fuppofe 
‘ the Colonel has put it forward. If I fail in that Point, I 
< know not where I fhall turn myfelf. 

The General Jffembly (which had all along encourag’d the 
Indians of Houfatunnuk, and us’d their Endeavours to promote 
the Intereft of Religion among them j not only by giving them 
a Townfhip of Land that they might fettle together, and by 
being at great Charge, and Trouble, in removing the Inhabi¬ 
tants, but alfo in building a Meeting and School-Houfe, which 
the Workmen began iaft Augufi ■,) receiv’d, and granted Mr. 
Sergeant’s Petition ; voted him One Hundred Pounds in Bills 
of the middle Tenor, which was equal to about fix Hundred 
Pounds our prefcnt Money, at fifty Shillings per Ounce. 

His Excellency Governor Belcher, who upon all Occafions 
difcQver’d a great Regard for Mr. Sergeant, was very friendly 
to, him upon this. Occafion *, as appears from a Pafiage in his 
Letcerof July 3d to Mr.' Sergeant. 

M have (fays the Governor) read with much Satisfa6lion 
‘ yours of 24th of May, which is full of the Gentleman, the 
‘ Chriftian, and the Gofpel Mimfter j and therefore inclin’d me 
, ‘ readily 
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‘ readily to afford all my Weight and Influence, in the Affemhly^ 
‘ far your Help and Encouragement, in the arduousj^ but exccl- 
‘ lent Work you are engag’d in. I am thankful to God for 
‘ fuccceding fo far the Endeavours of your Friends, and that 
‘ we have Reafon to hope more Help may be obtain’d for you 
‘ (thro* the Goodnefs of God ) from the fame Fountain, and you 
‘ will always be fure of my i^fTiftance. 

Mr. Sergeant, who had taken into his own Houfe, and 
Bnder his own Inftrudtions, Mr. Hollises 12 Boys, found, upon 
Tryal, rhe Burden was too heavy for him ; and tho’ he per¬ 
form’d that Service for near or quite a Year, yet afterwards was 
oblig’d to take other Methods with them. All whom he could 
perfuade to it he fent abroad into Engtifi Families, where they 
were fupported by Mr. Hallis*s Bounty, and went to School, to 
perfed themfelves in Reading and Writing. And ihofe who 
.refus’d going from Home, liv’d with their Parents, and went to 
Mr. Woodhridge\ School. To thefe Mr. Sergeant allow’d no 
more of Mr. Hollis's Bounty, than was fufflcient to cloath them-. 
And it was found upon Tryal, that thofe who liv’d in EngUjh 
Families, made much the bell: Progrefs in their Learning, befide 
the Benefit of gaining the Englijh Language. The firll Time 
that Mr. Sergeant adminifter’d the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper to his People, was qrh, of which he gave Dr. Colmaa 
the following Ihort Account, in a Letter of June 19th 1738. 

. ‘ The firft Lord's-Day in this Month,we had the Communion 
‘ of the Lord's-Supper, There were Eleven Communicants of 
‘ the Indians^ who attended the Ordinance with as much Seri- 
‘ oufnefs, and apparent Devotiors, as ever I obferv’d in any 
^ People upon any Occafion whatever. 

Tho’ the Indians had hitherto in general behav’d well, yec 
there had been divers Inffances of baptiz'd Perlbns exceeding the 
Bounds of Temperance. And the Lieutenant himfelf, who had 
appear’d fo very much engag’d in the Chriftian Religion, had 
Occafion to humble himfelf for the Sin of Drunkennefs^ before he 
came to this Ordinance. ‘ Which be did (fays Mr. Sergeant) 
‘ with a due Appearance of Serioufnefs, Gravity, and Refolu- 
‘ tion of better Obedience for Time to come, 

The Comnnfioners^ upon -Mr. Serge ant’s Defired'upply’d the 
Communion Table with two Flagons, two Difhes, and fpnie 
Wine. Page 
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Page 14th. I inform’d theReaderof Mr. Barclay's being em¬ 
ploy’d among the Mohawks^ and of his Defign to get Epifcopal 
Ordination, and to be a Miffionary to them, if the Society for 

propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts would fupport him.- 

This his Purpofe he put in Execution, went to England^ receiv’d 
Epifcopal Ordination, and a Miffion, from the Society to the 
Mohawks, And 1 find Mr. Sergeant recommending him to 
the Commiffioners at Bojton, in a Letter of May the 9th, 1738. 
in the following Words. 

‘ I had juft now a Letter from Mr. Barclay^ a young Gentle- 
‘ man of Albany,, lately arriv’d from London, with a Miffion 
‘ from the Society for propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts, to 

* the Mohawks'^t^ oiAlbany j who tells me he has but a fcanty 
‘ Allowance (i. e. from the Society) and could obtain no Salary 
‘ for an Interpreter, orSchool-Matter : And that he hasThoughts 

* of applying to the Commiffioners at Bojion for Affittance ♦, but, 
*■ would have my Advice firft. I cannot tell what Stock the 
‘ Corporation has *, but I fuppofe it is fcanty, by theAllowances 
‘ they afford their Mifftonaries. However, I could heartily re- 
‘ commend Mr. Barclay to the Notice, and Favour of the Coin- 
‘ miffiioners ? He is a worthy Gentleman, and well deferves E'n- 
‘ couragement in his Undertaking. And every Body, who has 

the leaft Acquaintance with the Indians, and their Manners, 
‘ muft be very fenfible, that tis a vain Thing to fend Miffiona- 
< ries among them without fupporting them well. There is no 

* Part in the Bilhop’s Character, more neceffary in a Miffionary 
‘ among the Indians, than being given to Hofpitality. 

That the Reader may be fenfible what a Profpetft there was 
of Mr. Barclay's being eminently ferviceable among ihtMobawks, 
if he had been duly encouraged ♦, I (hail (afking Mr. Barclay's 
Pardon) ttiow by tranferibing fomePaffages contain’d in hisLetters 
to Mr. Sergeant. The following, arc from a Letter wrote 
before he went for Orders, and dated in his School, at Fort-‘ 
Hunter, June iiih ly^ 6 . 

‘lam heartily glad to hear of your Succefs, I pray God 
‘ more abundantly to blefs and fuccecd your Labours and may 
‘ you enjoy abundant Satisfaction in the Difcharge of your 
‘ Function here, and a glorious Reward hereafter. I blefs God 
^ I have no Reafon to defpair of Succefs in my Miffion. They 

; daily 
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‘ daily become more and more defirous of Inftru( 5 bion *, and 
‘ would, in all Probability, make great Progrefs. both in the 
‘ Knowledge and Pradice of Chriftianity, were proper Methoda 
‘ taken to inftrud them. But I labour under great Difadvan- 
‘ tages, for want of an Interpreter, fo that 1 cannot tell what 

* Progrefs they make in Knowledge, nor can I proceed regular- 
‘ ly in my Inftrudions *, and I almoft defpair of obtaining a 
‘ perfed Knowledge of their Language, without the Affiftance of 

* an Interpreter, which could 1 but enjoy for the Space of two 
‘ or three Years, 1 doubt not but that 1 fhould be Mafter of it; 
‘ and fhould take greater Pleafure and Satisfadion in the Dif- 

* charge of my Duty. Neverthelefs, I have the Comfort of 
® feeing a very great and daily Reformation of Manners among 

‘ them, which indeed is the End of all our Endeavours.-- 

‘lam almoft amazed at the Progrefs the Youth make in Read- 
‘ ing, and Writing, their own Language. All the young Men, 
‘ from 20 to 30 Years, conftantly attend School when at Home, 
‘ and willleave aFrolick rather than mifs. Sundry of them write 

‘ as good a Hand myk\i (which was fair and good) -As 

‘ to the Encouragement I have, for aught I fee yet, Fmuft ex- 
‘ ped my Reward in another World. I have now been here 
‘ almoft a Year and half, but have never receiv’d a Farthing 
‘ from any Body. 

‘ The Apmbly voted me Thirty Pounds for two Years ; but 

‘ by Reafon of-1 am not like to get it till a Governor 

‘ comes over ; and have no great Hope of further Encourage- 
‘ ment from them. 

‘ As for the Societyy .they have allowed me Twenty Pounds for 
‘ one Year : What further Encouragement they will give me, 
‘ I know not. In the mean Time, I am at great Charges. My 

* Board is fix Shillings a Week, which is not above half my 
‘ neceftary Expcnce.’ 

In another Letter, a little more than two Years after he had 
taken Orders, dated Albany^ 21ft 1740. he fays, 

‘ I am fatisfied, I Ihould have much greater Succefs, if I had 
‘ a School-Maiier and Interpreter. I had the Satisfadion, laft 

* Lord's-Day, to preach to a Number of the Six-Nations, who 
f came to this Town to treat with the Governor, who alfo was 

K ‘ prefent. 
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‘ prefent, and has taken a great^ deal of Pains to countenance 
‘ my Defign. My Mohawk Congregation behav’d fo well, that 

* all the Auditory were exceedingly delighted. 

‘ I afllire you 1 have the Caufe at Heart, and am well per- 

* fuaded of your Zeal *, which, that it may increafe, and meet 

* with all imaginable Succefs, and Encouragement, is theearneft 
‘ Prayer of, 

Is it not manifeft, from thefe Things, that Mr. Barclay difeo- 
ver’d a noble, generous, and Chriftian Spirit, in giving himfclf 
to the Service of God among the Mohawks^ that he might be 
an Inftrument in the Hand of God, of reforming & chriftianizing 
them ? And was not there a moft encouraging Profped of his 
doing eminent Service, not only to the Souls of thofe perifhing 
People, but alfo to the Britifh Intereft ? 

It is well known to us in this Parc of the World, that the 
Mohawks^ or Six-Nalions^ are a 1 error to, and have in great 
Meafure the Command of, all the Natives North-America, 
The French have therefore ufed their utmoft Endeavours all 


along to engage them in their Intereft and by theirMiflionaries, 
who arc conftantly among them, they have drawn off many of 
them to fettle at Canada^ and more or lefs, every Year, go over 
to them *, from whom, in Time of War with the French, the 
Britijh Provinces in North-America, efpecially the Magachujetts,,- 
New-Hampfhire, fuffer much. Ic is alfo well known, that 
moft of them remain in a State of Heathenifm, and that thole of 
them, who pretend to be ChrMans, know but very little of the 
Principles of Chriftianiry; for tho’ Mr. Barclay did what he 
could, while he was among them ; yec it was butaftw or them 
that a fingle Perfon could inftrua:, and thac very-imperfeaiy, 
for want of m Interpreter. 

TheirCircumftances therefore loudly call for the compaffionate 
Help of thofe who are able to promote the Propagation of tbe> 
Golpel among them.— And here I would beg leave to fay, the 
honourable Society forlhe Propagattm of the Gofpel in foreign.. 
Parti do, out of'the Charity they are betrufted with, maintam 
Miffionaries at Boaon, New-Pors, Stratford, mi ft frequently, 
fending them to other Places, where their Parifliioners are well 
able honourably to fupport them, which evidences it to 



173S Hiftorical Memoirs, 69 

Fad: uncapabic of Difpute,that they-wanted not Ability to help 
thefe poor Heathen. 

It is evident alfo from the foregoing Account, that Mr. Bar- 
ilay^ who fliew’d a noble and excellent Spirit in his Difpofition 
to propagate the Gofpel amongihtk Heathen, and to whom fuch 
a wide Door open’d, and who was fo well qualify’d for 
the Service, obtain’d from the Society but a fcant Support for 
himfelf,and could obtain none for a School-Majier, and Interpreter. 
Both Charity, and Policy, do certainly call for the moft vigorous 
Endeavours to propagate theGofpel among the Mohawks, And 
the Reader may eafily judge. Whether the Society for propagating 
the Gofpel in foreign Parts (who have the Care and Difpofal of 
one ot the nobleft Charities that has ever been known) would 
not employ that Charity full as well, if not better, were thofe 
Sums given to fupport Miffionaries among the Mohawks, where 
the Gofpel is not known, which are given to fupport Miffionaries 
in fome of the principalowns in New-Engknd, where theGofpel 
has been faithfully preach’d ever fincc they were firft planted, 
and where thofe of the Pcrfuafion of the Church of England are 
fo numerous and wealthy, that they arc well able to give their 
Minifters an honourable Support, without the Help of the Society 
at Home ? Whether the former would not be more agreable to 
the pious Dejign of the Honours, as well as to the profefs'd Ends 
of the Society, than the latter ? Whether Mr. Barclay, who was 
fo heartily engag’d in that excellent and felf-denying Service of 
propagating the Gofpel among the Mohawks, fhould not have 
been encourag’d by a plentiful Support from the Society, and alfo 
by the Support of a School-Mailer and Interpreter lor his Affift- 
ance, rather than a Miflionary at BoHon, Newport, &c ? Who 
would it not grieve to think, that that good Gentleman has been 
oblig’d to leave that Service for want of Encouragement, when 
there was fuch a Profpc6l of his doing much Good among thole 
pcrilhing Nations ? What other Reafon Mr. Barclay had for 
leaving them, I am not able to fay *, but if he had no other than 
the want of a fufficienc Support, and of an Interpreter, was not 
that Reafon quite fufficienc ? For how could he anfwer theEnds 
of his Million under fuch Difadvantages ? 

K 2 
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I dolibt not but the honourable Society a6t with Integrity, and 
Uprightnefs j and difpofe of the Charity in their Hands, in a 
Manner that appears right and beft to them, according to the 
Information they have. Yer, at the fame Time, I am fully per- 
fuaded, that, if they were well acquainted with the true State of 
Things in this diftant Part of the World, they would fee juft 
Cauft to alter their Condud. And I think the Rev. Dr. Col- 
man's Sentiments very juft, as exprefs’d to his Lordfhip the 
Bifhop of London^ upon this Suhjed, in a Letter of September 
13th 1753. 

‘ Were your Lordjhip^ and the ^\QmTru!iees here on theSpor, 

* I am Tune you could not think the profelTcdEnd of your Char- 
‘ ter, and theDefign of the Donors anfwer’d, in your fupport- 

* frtg Mijtonaries at iBoifbrty Bramiree^ I^e'iiobufy, Stratford^ Bri(iol^ 
‘ Salewiy Cdroton^ &c. Or if Sea-ports of great Trade, fuch as 
‘ Bofiany Newport, Marblehead, need to have Minifters of the 
‘ Church of England for the Sake of foriie Inhabitants & Stran- 
‘ gers, yet are they well able to rupporc their own Worfhip ; 
‘ or did they want Tome Affiftance, there can be no Pretence for 

* it out of a Fund facred fo God for fending the Gofpel into 

* dark and ignorant Parts of the Earth : They ought to be pro- 
vided for fome other Way, and not by alienating a devoted 

‘ and confin’d Charity, which were to fun the Rifque of Sacri- 

* ledge and great Ujjfaithfulnefs-j*- 

If indeed the honourable judge it of greater Importance, 
more for the Honour of God, and the Good of Souls, more 
hgreable to the Ends of their Charter, and the charitable Defigns 
of the pious Donors, to convert thofe of iht Prefbyterian, ot 
Congregational Perfuafion, to the Church of England, than thofe 
poor ‘pcriftiing Heathen to the Chriiiian Faith, then it is not 
ftrarige that they fhould employ the Money in their Hands as 
they at prefent do •, but upon what Grounds they fhould form 
fuch n Judgment, is not eafy to apprehend. 

But to return from this Digreffion. 

The One Hundred Pounds which Mr. Holden diredled Dr. Col- 
tnan to employ for the Benefit of the Indians at Stockbridge, Mr. 
Sergeant now propos’d to expend upon the Females, by fup- 

porting 


f See Df. C<?/»<w*s life, 14*# 14 S» 
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porting fome of the young Women abroad in Englljh Families, 
as the beft Way to acquaint them with the En^ijh Language 
and Manners. But when he communicated his Dcfign to the 
Indians^ tho* fome of them, and the Captain in particular, lik’d 
the Propofal well ; yet others, with the Lieutenant at theirHead, 
ftrongly oppos’d it. And tho’ Mr. Sergeant us’d his beJft En¬ 
deavours to perfuade them, yet all was in vain : Thro’ the un- 
reafonable Jealoulies xhQ Indiam entertain’d, they would not con- 
fent to it. However, Mr. Sergeant did this Summer fend 
two of themAbroadjOne of which was the Captain's eldeftDaugh- 
ter % but they would not be concent to ftay fo long as to be any 
Benefit to them. 

‘ I have (fays Mr. Sergeant in a Letter to Dr. Caiman of 

* September 14th 1738.) fpent about Fhe Pounds upon two of 
our young Women, in Profecution of Mr. Holden's Defign, 

^ but to little or no EfFedt. Thro* a childifli Fondnefs forHome, 
‘ they would not be contented to ftay long enough where I fenc 
them,to obtain any Good by it. But as I have been fo great 
a Sharer in Mr. Holdenh Bounty, I make no Account of it, 

* nor defire any Thing for it.-- 

The Defign therefore of employing the Money for the Benefit 
of the young Women failing -, and Dr. Colman being fully ac¬ 
quainted with Mr. Sergeant’s Neceflities, gave him the Money 
to aflift him in his Settlement. 

‘ If you will take the faid Hundred Pounds (fays Hr. Colman in 
‘ a Letter to Mr. h^^GY.Kn^') and ufe it for your prefent Set- 

* dement, you are welcome to it, as a Deodand to the Settlc- 

‘ tlement of theGofpel, in your Setdemenc,Comfort, & Strength, 
‘ in the Work before you.-Mr. Holdtn has not only given 

* me Leave, but even Wills it, that I afiift you in the Work be- 

* fore you. And if there open any Door for teaching fome Girls 
‘ in Womens Work, as was before piopofed, inform me of it, 
‘ and draw upon me before the Year is out, for Fifty., or even 
‘ an Hundred Pounds more, and I will anfwer your Draught. 

* However, Sir, afk of the Commijfieners., as in Rcafon you ought, 

* without Regard to this private Affiftance.- 

He alfo, by the honourable Jacob WendellfPSa^, who vifited. 
him at Stockbridge in September^ receiv’d a Prefent from the C(?r- 
poration at Home. «—By 
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‘-By Col. Wendell (fays Mr. Sergeant) I receiv’d One 

* Hundred Pound in Money •, a kind and generous Prcfenc from 
‘ the honourable Corporation in London j for which I thank God 
‘ and them. 

About this Time, Mr. Sergeant receiv’d from Dr. Colman 
a Legacy of ^en Pounds left him by theRev. Mr. Ward^ Clerk, 
late Miniftcr of Kingston in New-Hampfmre (fays Dr. Colman j) 
Minifter of Exeter lately deceas’d (fays Col. Wintbrop) 

And from Time to Time Mr. Sergeant was reliev’d, by 
confiderablc Prefents, from generous and well difpos’d Perfons. 
And without thcHelps I have mention’d, he could not have pro¬ 
ceeded in his Settlement at Stockbridge, as every one will be fen- 
fible,who know that hisSalary was but QneHundred &fiftyPounds 
our Money, twenty /even Shillings andPence which was then 
equal to but one Ounce of Silver. Was it then poffible that he 
fhould fpare one Shilling of this fmall Sum towards the Charge 
of Building, &c ? Efpecially confidering be liv’d in aPlace where 
ail the NecelTaries of Life muft be purchafed at a very dearRate; 
and where his render Heart could not but be mov’d to relieve 
the poor Indians^ whofe piteous Circumftances daily pleaded for 
them, and were enough to move a Heart much harder chan his. 

It was with a very grateful Spirit, both to God and his Bcne- 
fadors, that Mr. Sergeant receiv’d ihofe Donations. He 
efteem’d every Kindnefs beftow’d upon him on Account of his 
Mijfion, as a Favour from Heaven, a new Obligation upon 
him to be faithful in his Work, and a Talent for which he was 
accountable to the Lord of all j as in his Writings he frequently 
exprefs’d hitnfelf. 

He alfo ufed his beft Endeavours to imprefs upon the Minds 
of the Indians a grateful Senfe of the Kindnefs of their Benefac¬ 
tors \ the Account of which feem’d very much to afifed them. 
And at the clofe of this Year they were laid under a new Obli¬ 
gation, by a generous Gilt of three Hundred Pounds from the 
honouT2h\t Society in England^ Part of which was employ’d in 
purchafing Ploughs, Axes, Hoes, &c. to help them in carrying 
on their Hufbandry. How the Rett of the Money was expend¬ 
ed, does not appear from any of the Papers before .me *, but I 
.find, by a Letter from Secretary Wintbrop to Mr. Sergeant, 

that 
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that he judg’d it not beft that the Indians fhould have the whole 
Donation at once, but that it Ihou’d be gradually dealt out to 
them as their Circumitances requir’d; which I therefore fuppofe 
was the Method taken, and that it was from Time to Time us’d 
to their beft Advantage ; and 1 am inclin’d to think, that it was 
principally, if not wholly, employ’d tor their Encouragement in 
Hufbandry and Building, from a Paflage in Governor Belcherh 
Letter written to him on the Subject, December 5th 173^* 

‘- 1 have talk’d with Mr. Secretary fVinthrop (fays His Ex- 

‘ celhncy) of the Difpolition of theMoney come from the honour- 
‘ able Company at Home, that it may be moftly employ’d to 
‘ promote Labour among your People, by giving them Hufban- 
‘ dry Tools, as Axes, Carts, Ploughs, &c. to affift in building 
^ Englifh Houfes : To civilize thtm will be a good Introdudion 
‘ to the Cbrijtianizing of them. I lhall again talk with Secre- 
‘ tary Winthrop, and others of the Commijfioners, that this Method 
‘ may be put in Pradice without Delay.”—But after all it does 
not appear, that they ever receiv’d the whole *, tho’ it might be 
fb, and Mr. Sergeant' make no mention of it. 

The formerPart of ^une this Year, Ephraim Williams,E.(c^, and 
Mr. JoJiab Jones, brought their Families to Stockbridge, and fet¬ 
tled there; being two of the four Englip Families, who, by 
Order of the General Court, were to fettle there, for Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Comfort & Benefit of the Indians. Lieutenant Brown, 
and Mr. Jofepb fVoodbridge, were the other,who came fomeTime 
after. 

In the Year 1739, feveral of the River-Indians, who liv’d 
at a Diftance from Stockbridge, dilcover’d an Inclination to hear 
Mr. Sergeant preach. Some came from diftant Parts to 
Stockbridge for that End, others fent for him to preach to them 
at the Place of their Abode. And Mr. Sergeant fail’d not of 
improving all thofe Opportunities to endeavour their fpiritual 
Good. 

Hpil 19th 1759- Sergeant return’d from Abroad, and 
in his Journal fays. 

‘ In the mean Time (that is, while he was abfent) there had 
‘ been a Stranger here from near the Highlands, nam’d Mou- 
‘ mauntijfekun, on Purpofe, as he faid, to hear me, who had been 
* remarkably check’d in his former Courfe of Drinking. 

‘ hordes- 
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* Lord*s-Day, April 22. Preach’d as ufual. Three Strangers 
‘ prefenr, who laid they came on Purpofe to hear me preach. 
‘ In the Evening they came to fee me. I endeavour’d to cn- 

* courage them in feeking after God, and faid fome Things to 
‘ confirm them in Belief of the Being and Providence of God. 

‘ May 27th. This Week came two young Men from Dan- 

* i^ujy (a Town on the Weft Border of Connemcut) to hear me 

* preach : One faid he would come and live with us.— 

‘ 3d. Thefe young Men were at Meeting.— 

‘ /tfw loth. Preach’d as ufual. Prefent leven new Hearers 

* from Kaunanmeek and the Neighbourhood, with Aunauwau- 
« mikbbeek at the Head of them,—Ac the fame Time they told 

* me that the Indians of the I/land were very defirous that I would 
^ come and preach to them. 1 fent Word by Aunauwauneekbbeek 
‘ that I would, God willing, be at the JJland the 23d of this 

* Inftanc. 

‘ June the 17th. Preach’d as uftal *, prefent fome Strangers, 
and among the Reft Maumauntiffekun —who came on Purpofe 
‘ to be inftruded in the Affairs of Religion, and feem’d to be 
‘ very defirous of inftrudion, and inclin’d to come & live with 
« us for that End. He is a Man of fome Charader among the 
‘ Indians ; and of a fober and thoughtful Air. The next Day 
. I had Opportunity to talk with him. I endeavour’d to fhevv 
t him the Necefficy and Importance of Religion, encourag’d him 
c with Diligence and Prayer to enquire after the Truth. 

* June the 24th. According to their Define, lately fent by 
‘ Aunmwauneekbbeek^ I preach’d to tfrc Indians on the Jfiand in 
‘ HiidfofC^ River. I had an Auditory of about 30 intelligent 
‘ Hearers, who gave good Attention, and feem’d well pleas’d, 

* erpcciaily fome of them, with ray Coming. The Indians from 
‘ Kaunaumeek were there. Some of the Dutsb People that liv’d 
‘ by the River Side invited me to .lodge with them while I 
‘ fbould ftjy, but the Indians would not confent to it. AunaU’^ 
‘ wameekbbeek^ in particular, faid he would have me lodge 
‘ with them on the IJland^ chat I might pray with them Night 

and Morning. -I was entertain’d very kindly by the Indians^ 

‘ chicfijr 
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« chiefly by-the Care of Wemkeefquoh^ * who had provided for 
^ my Entertainment, fmall & flrong Btar^ and a fat Lamb, 
‘ In the Evening I defired them to come together to confider, 
‘ and difeourfe upon, the Affair of Religion. With them I had 
« a long Conference upon the Being, Perfedions, and Providence 
« of God ; the Neceffity of Revelation from him in order to 
‘ inform us in his Will; the Truth and Excellency of the 
‘ Chriftian Religion as a Revelation from Heaven, and the like, 

< Some approv’d of what I faid ; but three or four fhew’d them- 
« felvcs very averfe to Christianity. A great many Dutch Peo- 
« pie were prefent at the Service, to whom I preach’d mEngliJh: 
« but their Behaviour was much more diforderly than ih^Indians. 
‘ And indeed by their Behaviour they Teem’d to confider the 
« Lord* s-Day rather as a Scafon for Frolicing^ than for religious 
‘ Duties. 

‘ 26. I return’d. In the mean Time 10 Indians had been 
‘ here from a Place below, called Wukhquauienauk^ with a pe- 
‘ fign to hear me preach. 

‘ July I. Prefent at Meeting 17 Strangers, Men Women and 
‘ Children, from W'ukhquautenaukF^nclu^mg the 10 above men- 
‘ tion’d, who tarried all the Week paft, that they might have 
‘ Opportunity to hear me. They all came, as they, faid, to 
« inform themfelves in the Affair of Religion. I preach’d the 
^^ame Difeourfe I had prepar’d for, and deliver’d at the IJland. 
* After Service I difeours’d with them privately,perfuading them 
‘ in Favour of Christianity. They Teem’d to think favourably 
‘ of itparticularly one more than the Reft. J[N. B. Wuk- 
‘ quautenauk is in ConneSticut^ about 28 Miles below us.* 

By this Account it is evident, that there appear’d about this 
Time an uncommon Defire in the neighbouring Indians to hear 
Mr. Sergeant •, but what Effe6l his Endeavours to ferve them 
had, any further than is to be learn’d from the Account above, 
I am not able to fay. 

I fhall alfo here tranferibe, from Mr. Sergeant’s Journal, 
Tome Account of the Indians fending Belts of Wompum from one 
L Tribe 

? An Indian Woman who had livM at Stedhidge, and kept Houfe for Mr. 

Serce.\nt, and Mr. W«tdhndg€. 
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Tribe to anbtber j as alfo thfe Mefiages that partitoktly accom¬ 
pany’d them, that the Reader may tht Indian Cufto*m^ 

in fuch Cafes* 

‘ MfWthte 12. ’(fays Mr. SEftOBANT^ Came hither Jerm^ 
‘ ktc]^> return’d from the whp 

* brought with him three BtUs and a Bmng of Womfumy with 
‘ the foilowing Mefiages,'&/2:* 

‘ Firft hilt, 

^ Brst^rr Hetohknm ^which io vut Dialedf fignifies my elder 

* Brother) dim'f think (Or youmger Brother) 

* h>fs hid himfdf fomtlji^herHn the IVmds. I^fign to live wheM 

* t a'ify, kng as the Lotd eur Kiod (hall fpaft 'tn^. As often as 

* you look here, you pall find yarn Brother at Mukbauwaumukj 
‘ at the great Ifiandy and at the River Spunnauwch. 

‘ Second Belty 

\ I teliyou fornming furt%);f. WhtH I get ftp in the Msrmngr 
‘ 7 will plant my Corn % at Noon it will he ripey p that I pail 

* have enough to eat till Nighti The ne^t Morning I do the fame' 

* agatHy and p from Time to Time, at long m God pall give me Life' 

* and Strengih. , 

This was deliver’d mthmw Hdf o( the Belt ; wkh the ofteiv 

Bik^thefs dm'ihUe anygo(d 'Thmi fim. m. 

‘ Third Pelty , t . xt u • 

‘ T tell you fometbing further (both ia the dual Nurriber m 

* Indian) 7^7«i Confulmthn feek that wbkh is good y and 
‘ when we have found ily Isfils held ii'pfiy as long as Godvur 
^ Lord pall prefefvefour Lines'. ' M lit 'Us almys teach etur 
‘ Children that which is gottd, 

‘ This mrdyour Brother that dwells at Mukhauwaumuk, and 

* your Brother of the great Ifldndy and at the River Spunnauwch, 
and your Grandf ather (that is, the BNtr Indians that Jive inccr- 

‘ fpers’d arnong the Showanoos) teliyou fo. 

‘ The String of Wompum an Anfwef to whac our 

‘ 'Indians fent to them fomc Time ago. 

Brothery I thank you for your Word of Advtcey 
. ‘ drinking was not good, I now leave it off , and you Pall not find 

* your brother drunk again, * T\ 
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* The Mc 0 eflger added, that they a( 5 lu^lly had made a Law 
< Egainft buying my Rum of the '^'raders, and had brokeip fopie 
« Cags in which they had brought it to them, and fpilt the Rum. 

‘ January 20th 173^,40. Preach’d to a large Auditory, ^on- 

* fifting of many Strangers, who were gather-d together here 
‘with a Defign to promote, and confirm, a League of Neutra- 

* lity among the feveral Tribes of Indians in Norih-America^ in 
‘ Cafe therd llioyld be a War between England ^ France'^ which 
‘ was then expe( 5 fed. This Tribe had, about two Months before', 
‘ receiv’d a Meja^e^ which then came diredly from the Scatte- 
‘ kooks, which imported that the French and Englifb Mohawks 
‘ had already Confented to ftand Neuter. And this Tribe were 
^ now derir*d‘td cbme into the Projeflion.r They therefore pre- 

par’d three Belts of IVompum, with diftind Meflages to each. 
‘ Two of the were to be fent to a Tribe of Eaftbrn Indians, 
f that livd at a'Place they c^XyW'tanfljekaunhHtkko. The third 
‘ to a Tribe ftill further Eaftward, at a Place they call Naunau- 
^■bhoowtik, (the fame I loppofe which' is generally in 

Call’d Norridgewpek,) It vyiil perhaps be thduglk ah 
‘ excufeable Digreflion to infert thofe Speeches in this Journal. 

‘ With the firft Belt they fay, 

‘ Brother, IVe have always liv'd in Jlrill Alliance with you by 
‘ Leagues of Friendlhip^ long ago enter'd into-by^ur fore' Fathers ; 
‘ and- we have been wont from Tim^ to Time to cmfult together 
‘ what is beji to be done, and to communicate our Determinations 
‘ one to another : We therefore defend upon it you will be 'willing 
‘ to hear us, b'ecattfe we have been always Friends, 

‘ Second Beit,. 

Brother at Wcanlhekaunhtukkp. ' By this we may know we 
*■ are Brethren, becaufe we have one Father in erven, thf Lord of 
‘ ail. Let us have a tender Regard to our Families. The white 
‘ People, with whom we refptlively live in AUiunce, are. about to 
‘ enter into a War, We only destroy our/Hves. by piedUng with 
‘ their Wars. They are great and Jirong, and reach to the Cloudy. 

* Let us Jit and look on when they engage. Dorfi let any of your 
^ People ojfift in their Wars. And while they fight, let us fit and 
‘ fmoke together, 

" ^ La « Therefore 
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‘ ^herefbVs t^ee of your Brethren fend you this Mejfagef from 
‘ the Highlands, Monhekuii, Scattckook. 

‘■’ Third Belti 

‘ Brother at Naunauchoowuk. Though you had begun a War 
‘ with the Bnglifh,jy5« would regard us, if we Jhould d^tre you to 
‘ lea%'e off. Ton will without Dptf bt not intermeddle if we injifi 

* upon it. May be, Engliih/^ Indians prevent their 

‘ eonq^uering their Enemies, the therefore let us fit and 

‘ fmoke together, ^nd fee. who will be Conquerorsd 

A very juft and rational Scheme this, and, had it fucceeded, 
would have been much to the Advantage of the Indians, as well 
as to us. But there is little or no Pfojped of fuch a Neutrality 
taking Place, fo long as the French fuch ap Afcendent over 
many of them. 

Though xhe Indians had, for fome Years paft, improved the 
interval Land zt Stockbridge yet it was not divided to them, 
that every one might know and improve his own Property, till 
this Year. In May Seftion of the General Court, the Indians pre- 
fer’d a Petition to the Jffembly, that it might be done *, and they 
accordingly appointed Col. Stoddard, and Ephraim Williams, Efq; 
to divide the Land to them j which they did to the Satisfadion 
of the Indians. 

Augufi i 6 . Mr. Sergeant was married to Mrs. Abigaf 
Williams, tXdtek Daughter of Ephraim Williams, lately fet¬ 
tled at Stockhridge, a Gentlewoman whom he tenderly lov’d, and 
juftly efteem’d as one of Heaven’s greateft Bleflings ; of which 
(in a Letter to Dr. Colman) he fpeaks as follows. 

‘ You will forgive me. Sir, if I think that rooft ingenious 

‘ Woman-is not the fmalleft Gift of divine Bounty, that I 

‘ have receiv’d, fince I undertook a Life tho’t to be fo felL 
‘ denying. The more tenderly I love her, the more thankful 

* I am to Heaven, who has form’d her as if on Purpofe for me, 
‘ and given her to me, as if, (like the Father of Mankind) he 
‘ tho’t °it not good for me to be here alone And in her he took 
the greateft Satisfadion the Remainder of his Days. 

But to return. 

The Gifts Mr. Sergeant this Year receiv d were no fmall 
Help to him, in defreying the neceffary Charges of a Family. 

^ June 
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June the 17th he writes. ‘ This Week I recciv’d/i?ar Pounds 
‘ fifteen shillings from an unknown Gentleman m England. 

‘ June 26th. This Week by Capt. Williams I receiv’d from 
‘ the Rev. Dr. Colman, of Mr. Holden^ Charity, twenty Pounds^ 
‘ Mr. Woodhridge alfo the fame Sum. 

‘ Dr. Colman had been inform’d thatMr. Sergeant was about 
‘ Marrying, and therefore fays to him in a Letter of June 1Q ; 

‘ As I know theExpence of fettling yourfelf in a Dwelling,&c. 
‘ fo it lies with you. Sir, now to command, as, and when you 
‘ pleafe. The Refidue of the Money for the current Year is in 
‘ Col. Winthrofs Hands. At the fame Time I do now fend 
‘ forty Pounds^ twenty for yourfelf, and twenty for Mr. Woodbridge^ 
‘ by the Hand of Ephraim Williams., Efq', your worthy Neigh- 
‘ hour, out of the Money of the honourable Samuel Holden, Efqv 
‘ of London, in my Hands. And it is his Pleafure, 1 fhould 
‘ afilft you in the Service you are labouring in. And if you 
‘ have Need of further Afhftance this Year, lor yourfelf, or Mr. 
‘ Woodbridge, be not backward, but timely in letting me know 
‘ of it i and your Draught ftiali be anfwer’d to the Sum of an 
‘ Hundred Pounds. 

In anfwer to which,Mr. Sergeant wrote July 17. as follow's. 

‘--Your Offer of Affiftance to me, and Mr. Woodbridge, 

‘ from Mr. Holdenh Money, is exceeding kind ; iht forty Pounds 
‘ Capt. Williams brought us was very welcome. The Expence 
‘ of fettling ourfelves is indeed very great. You are fenfible the 
‘ Value of Bills is fallen confiderable fince our Salaries were 
' granted. And tho’ we are not in Circumlfances of diftreffifTg 
‘ Want, yet fuch Affiftance as you offer would be very accep- 
‘ table. I covet not Wealth ; but would gladly live as free as 
‘ poffible from the perplexing Cares of Lite, that I may attend 
‘ the proper Buhnefs of my Calling without Diftradtion, which 
‘ truly requires the moft prudent and diligent Application. 

Accordingly, in a Letter to Mr. Sergeant of November 10. 
the Dodlor writes. 

‘ I prefent to You and Mr. Woodbridge, eighty Pounds of Mr. 
‘ Holdenh Money,j^/y Pounds for you, and thirtyPounds forMr. 
‘ Woodbridge. ——If your Salary will not anfwer for theSupporc 
‘ of yourFamily, you muft tell the Commiffmers fo by Mr.Secre- 
t tary Winthrop, * You 
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You need not let them know the Affiftance added by me j 

* that is but an occafional Thing. You ought to have a Sup- 

^ pore from the Commijponsrs -^^What Fve done for you and 

Mr. WooAbridge has hitherto pleas’d Mr. Holden well, and he 
‘ adds his Prayers for you in every Letter, and has, I doubt not, 

* your conftantThankfgivingto God for him,and Supplications 

‘ on his Behalf, as he earneftly deGres.-—- 

It was with a bumble and grateful Spirit that Mr. S£rgeaj^t 
receiv’d thefc Donations. In his JLetter to the Dobior^ of July 
17 th he lays. 

‘ In every Letter you write, I fee rnore of your native Goodr 
‘ nefs, and the Power of divine Grace, which has made you fo 
‘ great a Bleffing ; and may it long continue you fuch. I bluGi 
‘ to think how little I deferve the good Opinion you are pleas’d 
‘ to entertain of j and how unworthy I am of the divine 

* Bounty, and repeated Benefadions of Men of Charity, Partak- 

‘ ers of the divine Nature. Pray for me that I may haveGrace 
‘ faithfully to ufe the Talents committed to my Truft. , 

In another Letter of December 26th. ‘ I receiv’d —^— the 
‘ fifty Pounds you was pleas’d to prefenc me with, out of Mr. 

* Holdenh Bounty, for which I am moft thankful to God, to you, 
and to that worthyGemleman,whofePraire is in ah theChu/dies. 

‘ Your Letter is fo full of . Kin 4 nefs it almoG- confounds me. 
‘ I blufli to confider how little I deferve the ieaft of all that 

* Goodnefs God is pleas’d to beftow upon me, thro’ the Hands 

* of his Servants. May ten Thoufand BlefTings, from theFoun- 
« tain of Life and Joy, crown the Heads of my Benefa{ 51 :of&.l 

* And may I have Grace-given me to improye levery Talent to 

' * the Glory of my Lord and Mafter.! , . 

Tbt Meeting'Houfe^ built for the Jndimsy at the Charge of the 
Pr$vinc€y was now fo far compieated, that on November zgth 
(which waSraDay oi fublick.Thankfgiving through the Province) 
’‘the Inhabicants met, and attended the publick Worfhip in it. 

The Indians being much addi< 5 led to Drunkennefs h 

neceflary, that Mr, Sergeant,- and others concern’d for their 
‘Good, fhould ufe air prudent and proper Meafures to prevent 
their running into Excefs. Accordingly they mov’d to the In¬ 
dians, to reftrain tbofe among themfeives, who were wont to 
■ • " make 
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mnkt Gain fey bringing Rum info tiw Pkce, and felling it to 
others i which the well difpofed freely came into 5 

and agreed upon a Penaky of Forty Pounds Tork Money 
to be laid upon tliofe who fhould do if. Thofe alfo who kept 
Taverns in neighbouring Places, and had ibid Drink to fuch 
Indians as were given toExcefs, they repTav‘’d, and endeavour’d 
todkTuade them from aPradtice which prov’d fo hurtful to the 
Indians. But fome evil-minded Perrons^among the Engiijh and 
Dutoh^ made a Handle of thofe Things to difguft the Indians 
teilkig them, that thk was an unreafonable Incroachment upon 
.'their Liberty 1 that thofe who abridg’d them of the Liberty of 
ufing Drink, would by and by incroach upon their other Liber¬ 
ties i that they were us’d worTe than Slaves \ that they were 
treated as if they were EQgs^ and the like. By thefe Infinuations 
the Indians (who are as fond of Liberty, as of ftrong Drink) 
were much difturb’d, and fome of them went into great Degrees 
of Excefs I and New-Year’s Day being at Hand, which the 
Dutch frequently honour by being Drunk upon it, by whofe 
Example the Indians were eafily led into the Pradfice, Mr. Se-r- 
OEAN’r was greatly concern’d, left it fhould be a Day of great 
Diforder with them •, to prevent which he took a very prudent 
Mechodi .^which i fhali give pn his own Words. 

‘ Decimher ^och 1739. Preach’d as ufual, and proposed to 
« have an Exercife of publick Worfhip on NeW-Year*s'Day;now 
‘ at Hand : for 1 fuppofed the Indians defign’d to hare a great 
‘ Frolick on that Occafion, after the Manner of ihtDutlh rh the 

neighbouring Government, whofe Example they are very apt 

* to follow i And 1 thought to have a .publick.E^ertilb on hhac 
‘ Day, the moft likely Method to prevent fuch Ekbcft j 'whidh 
‘ accordingly fucceeded. For on thatDay (yanuary the iftj th® 

* Indians were univerfally at Meeting, and there was no Drinking 
‘ at all, tho’there was plenty of Rum in the Town. Which 
was a rare inftance of Moderation at that Seafonl 

Tho’ there were fome diforderly Perfons,among the Indians^ 
who were too free with ftrong Drink, yet this was what the grea¬ 
ter Part of them lamented, and they ftili, in the general, conti¬ 
nued to behave well. 

Their Numbef at Itom Time to Time increas’d, 

by the Addition of new Families from Abroad 5 fo that from 

about 
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about 50, the Number when Mr. Sergeant went among them, 
they were now increased to 120. 

'Mr Sergeant in his Journal of March 27th 1740. fays, 

‘ The whole Number of Inhabitants is 120. Our Number 
* is increas’d by the Addition of new Families, but reckoning by 
‘ Births and Deaths the Number is fomewhac leflen’d ; which 
‘ has one Year with another been theCafe ever lince I have been 
‘ acquainted with thefe Indians* 

This perhaps is the Cafe of the Indians in general, who live 
bordering upon, and among the Englifh. Their Numbers do not 
increafe, but in fome Places they are diminifh’d & come almoft 
to Nothing. For which divers Reafons may be aflign’d, 
viz. Their Intemperance. They are fo often Drunk, bothMen 
and Women, that it is doubtlefs ruinous to the Conftitutions 
both of Parents and Children.^—Their great Irregularity in Dicf, 
may be another Reafon ; for they frequently go without eating 
any Thing two or three Days, and when they come again where 
it is to be had, they eat an immoderate Quantity, fet no Bounds 
to their Appetite, but croud down whatever they can.—Again, 
When they are fick, they take little or no Care of themfelves, or 
of one another *, for fo long as the lick Perfon can ftand and 
walk, he goes out of Doors upon all Occafions, be it Rain or 
Snow, or whatever the Weather is, and whatever Diftemper 
he is exercis’d with. And in the mean Time they make ule 
of few, or no Means to help the Sick. It is aWonder therefore 
that they be not all fick, and that any recover when they are fo ! 

In a Letter of September 8th Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant of the Death of the honourable Samuel Balden of London,, 
and adds. ‘ So .that Spring of your Comfort and Support, is 
‘ cut off. Blefled be God that ic run fo long, and fo fully !* 
But yet the Dolfor once more affifted Mr. Sergeant and Mr. 
Woodbridge, by fending them fome Thing of what remain’d of 
that Gentleman’s Money.. In a Letter of December 20th he fays, 

‘ What I am able to do at prefent, is, to deliver into Mr« 

‘ Brown*s Hands, twenty Poundi of Mr,Bolden*s Money for you* 

‘ and tenPounds for Mr. fPoodbridgel TheReceipt of whichMr* 
Sergeant acknowledg’d in a Letter of March 17th following* 

t By 
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* By Mr. Brown^ I receiv’d your obliging Letter, with the 

* Money and Books you fent. My Obligations to you increafe, 
‘ and my Gratitude, I hope, in fome Proportion : But God for- 

* bid that I (hould forget the Fountain of Good from whence 
‘ every Stream flows ! My Heart and Eye, I truflr, are to him 

* who has put it into your Power and Heart to help me. 

‘ The Funeral Sermon on Mr. Holden’% Death, is excellent, 
‘ which I read with great Plealure. f How happy for, and be- 
‘ neficial to the World, are fuch large Improvements in Grace ? 
‘ How honourable to Religion and the glorious Author of our 
‘ Salvation ? May many fuch fhining Examples of Piety and 
‘ Venue appear in the World, to inftrud the ignorant, to rc- 
‘ prove the vicious, and to encourage theHearts oi the faithful.* 

The Lieutenant’s Wife, of whom Mr. Sergeant has divers 
Times fpoken, as a valuable & virtuous Woman, died July 14. 

‘ dL comfortable Hope {Jvys Mn Sergeant) ot eternal 

‘ Life *, fpending her lafl: Moments in exhorting her Hufband 
‘ and Children to Godlinefs.* And when Mr. Sergeant vifited 
her a few Days before her Death, and at her Defire pray’d with 
her *, flie told him fhe was content to die, hoping by thatMeans 
to be free from Sin, which was now her Burden ♦, and if her Life 
was lengthen’d out, it was likely, thro* Temptation, fhe ftiould 
be prevail’d upon to commit more Sin. 

The Captain’s Wife alfo, whom Mr. Sergeant efteem’d a 
pious Woman, died the March following of a Confumption. 

‘ March the 29th. This Evening (fays Mr. Sergeant) died 
‘ Kunkapot’s Wife, having enjoyed, ail along in her Sicknefs, a 
‘ good Hope thro* Grace of a happy Eternity.’ 

In the foremention’d Letter of March 14th 1741. Mr. Ser¬ 
geant firft propos’d lo'Dt.Colman, his Thoughts of fettingupa 
Charity-Houfe^ afterwards call’d a Boarding-School, Lor the °Edd- 
cation of Children in Labour and Induflry, as welL as Learning. 
Experience taught him that the Indian Cuftoms and Way of 
Living, were great Impediments to the Progrefs of Chriftianity 
among them, and their behaving agreable to their Profeflion ^: 
for theMcn live an idle & indolent Life, which is very unfriendly 
to Religion i k being their Cuftom for the Women to do all the 
M ^ Work, 

•f- Dr. G;/»7««’sPuBeraI-Sermon on the Death of Mr. Uelden^ preach’d before 
the Gimral Affmblj, and printed at Aeir Defire, and by their Order. 
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Work, as getting Wood, Planting, Howing, &c. The Men ge¬ 
nerally eftcem it a Shame for them to follow any other Bufineft 
hut that of Hunting. Hence the Women cannot, if they would, 
be acquainted with Houfewifry, being obliged to carry on all the 
Bulinefs abroad. Mr. Sergeant’s Defign therefore was better 
to regulate their Condud in that Refpedt, by taking their Chil¬ 
dren, when young, and training up, both Sexes, inBufinefs proper 
for them, that when they fhould be grown up, they might, be 
both able and willing to provide for themfcives in a Way of Di¬ 
ligence and Induftry, which would in great Meafure free them 
from many of thofeTemptations, by which they are now infnar’d ; 
and enable them to make a much better Figure than they now 
do, or can do, while they continue entire Strangers to all the 
Arts of Induftry and good Living, and indulge themfcives in 
Idlenefs. 

‘ I have (fays Mr. Sergeant to the Dohior) entertain’d 
‘ Thoughts (and they have made a ftrongimpreffion on myMind) 
‘ of attempting to fet up a Charity-Hoi^e^ for the Inftrudion of 
‘ our Indian Children, l^th Boys and Girls, in Bufinefs and In- 

* duftry, as well as in Reading, and Writing, and the Matters 

* of Religion. Whether the Motion be from God, Time will 
‘ make more manifeft. I fhould be glad of your Opinion of 

* the Thing. This I believe Mr. Hollis expeded would be tlic 

* End of his noble Beginning. The Defign, I am certain, is 

* good *, whether it be feafible, you may be a better Judge than 
‘ 1. It is what I have tho’t of for a long Time ; biit fuppos’d 
‘ the Jealoufies of the Indians would be a Bar in the Way •, but 

* hop’d that Difficulties of that Nature would vanifti withTime. 
« I have kept the Defign to myfclf, nor have 1 ever mention’d it 
'« to any of the Indians. It may perhaps now be Time to ad 

* upon it, I doubt not but I can procure a good Accommoda- 

* tion of Land for fuch a Furpofe. The Charge 1 know would 
« be confideiablc *, but after a While it is to be hop’d, with the 
« Bleffing of God, they may be able to maintain themfelvcs, at 
^ leaft in great Meafure. If I fhould attempt fuch a Thing, I 

* pray God fpare your Life to affift in it, by your Advice, 

« Prayers, and Influence with your Correfpondents Abroad 5 and 
‘ £0 introduce me into their Acquaintance.-’ 

Dr, 
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Dr. Colman feems to receive thePropofal with fome Surprize, 
yet bleffes it j and 1 hope Blejing is in it, znd pray God it may 
attend it : tho’ at prefent it wants Encouragement. 

The Doctor in a Letter of April 4th replies, 

-Dear Sir, What mean you by your projedled Charity- 

‘ Houfe ? The God of Frankius lead and animate pu, own and 
‘ fucceed you. I fhou’d wifli to live to affift in it by the Will 
‘ of God. But it needs not at all my living to help it. If the 
‘ Motion be of God, he will find Hands. He makes Hearts, 
‘ forms Purpofes in them, and means to execute them. As 
‘ Nathan faid to David, fo I am willing to encourage you to 
‘ hope, God is with you. We muft not be fudden neither ; wc 
‘ may projed what others may execute. A good Motion (fay 
‘ they) feldom dies inParliament *, and fhall it inProvidence ?—* 

But I muft leave this Affair, for the prefent, to attend Mr. 
Sergeant in a long Journey of about 220 Miles, to Sufquahan- 
nah-River, where he went with a Defign to open the Way for 
a Million to the Shonawoos Indians, fo call’d, who live upon that 
River, in Penfylvania Government, and about 50 Miles from 
any Englijh Inhabitants. 

But bccaufc I find the beftAccount of Mr. Sergeant’s Pro¬ 
ceedings in this Journey, given in a Letter to George Drummond, 
Efq-, of Edinburgh, Preftdent of the Committee of DireHors, for 
the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, I fitft here 

infert a Letter from Mr. Drummond to Mr. Sergeant, and then 
give his Anfwer, in which the Account of his Journey is con¬ 
tain’d. Mr. Drummond's is as follows. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ In the Courfe of Correfpondence, with a View to fee if the 

* Society for propagating Chrijlian Knowledge could be any Way 

* ufeful, in fending the glorious and everlaftfng Gofpel among 
‘ the Indians, among whom Satan’s Kingdom has remain’d fo 
‘ long undifturb’d, we have heard with great Plcafure of the 
‘ unwearied Pains you take in Labours of this Kind, in which 
‘ our common Lord is pleas’d to honour you with great Suc- 
‘ cefs. We defire to blefs him for it, and to offer up our Prayers 
® for the Continuance of his Prefence with you, and for the Pre- 

fervation of fo ufeful a Life. 

M2 ‘ X 
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‘ I have the Command of the Society’s Committee of Bireiforsy 
‘ as their Preftdent for the Time, heartily to congratulate you 
‘ on this Account, and to exprefs the Satisfaction they have in» 
‘ the ProfpeCt of the Help you gcneroufly offer to give the 
‘ Miffionaries we purpofe to fettle for the forwarding that good 
Work. The Rev, Mr. Dickinfom Mr. Femberton.<i give.it 
‘ as their Opinion, that Forty Pound Sterling per Annum, is the. 
‘ leaft fuch Gencleman can fubfift on,. The Committee tranfmit 

* this Propolai to t.he general; Meeting, which meets next 

* Month, with their unanimous Opinion that it fiiould be gone 
*> into ; and we hope the Society, will agree to the employing of 

Eighty Pound per Annum for the Support of two Miffionaries 

* in your Parts. We have defir’d. the Gentlemen to fend us 

* Lift- of proper Pwfons; to cgrrelpond with us on the Subje(ff: of 
this Miffion, *, tp be authoriz’d properly by the Society for that: 

‘ End. But I. am particularly order’d, by the Birebi.ers, to in- 
treat you will favour us with a particular CorrefpondeDGe with 
•’ yourfelf, which be pleas’d to commence with an Account of 

* what Advances Chriftianity has made; among the Indians- 

‘ hitherto, and to continue the Hiftory from Time to Time. 
*• The more particular-you are, it will be the more obliging. If 
‘ you pleafe to, addrelk your Eqttcr& to me, I will lay, them be- 
‘ fore the Committee^ I am with great EJieem,. 

Reverend- Sir^ 

Edinburgh, diour- moffi obedient, humble Servant, 

Eeb. 9th 1740. George Drummonds. 

To the-foregoing Letter, the following is Mr. Sergeant’® 
Anfwer, 

Sirs,. 

Your, ¥'d,yo\xy February pth came to Hand a few Days ago,. 
‘ which ha.s laid me under.Obligations to and the honour- 

* able Committee csl DireRors, lor the kind and undeferv’d good 
“ Opinion you are.pleas’d to entertain of me, & for yourPrayers 

‘ fwhich I highly value) offer’d'on my Behalf, to the God of' 
‘ all Grace. I afk your continu’d Prayers for me, that I may 
‘ have Grace to be found faithful and fuccefsfu}, in promoting | 
' the Kingdom of our glorious Lord, who has honour’d me ’ 
‘‘vdth fo great and important a Truft, as that of Preaching the ' 

‘ everlafting 
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• everlafting Gofpel, where his Name has not been known ; and 
‘ in which, thro* the Grace of God, I’ve Reafon to hope my 
*' Labour has not been altogether in vain. 

‘ There appears to me a fair ProfpedI of a happy Mifllon to 
‘ a Tribe of Indians in ftri(fl Alliance with ours, known by the 
‘ Name of the Showanoos, living in the Province of Penfyhaniay 
‘ about 220 Miles diftant from us ; to whom our Indians have 
‘ recommended the Chriftian Religion but as yet have receiv’d 
‘ no diredt and particular Anfwcr : Only they have heard, thac 
‘ what they fent occafion’d much Talk among them ; and that 
‘ fome propos’d the fending of two or three of their Children 
‘ here, to be inftrudled in Chriftianity, in order to teach them. 

‘ It was of thefe Indians^ I fpake to the Rev. Mr. Dickinfon 
‘ laft Fall ; letting him know, that I defign’d, by the Favour of 

* divine Providence, to make them aVifit, and to endeavour to 
open the Way for the glorious Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift 

^ among them *, and defir’d his Intereft and the Rev. Mr. Pern- 
‘ her ton" % with your honourable for the Support of fuch; 

‘ Miffion, if God fhould open the Door for it. 

‘ And now I thank God, and you, into whofe Heart he has 
‘ put it, to contribute to this charitable Defign •, which 1 pray 
^ God in his infinite Mercy to fucceed, to the Glory of his Name 
^ among the Gentiles, and to the Honour of his Son, whais madi 
^ Head over all Wmgs to the Church. 

* Forty Pounds Sterling is indeed the leafl a Gentleman cm- 
‘ ploy’d in fuch Service can expedl. It is very neceflaryUnder- 
^ takings of this Nature Ihould be well fupported, thac the 
‘ M'iffionary may have no other Concern, than to- attend the 
‘ Bufinefs of his Miffion, in which he will find he has Work? 

enough to do, and muft put on Refolution not to be ftiaken 
‘ by fmall Oppofition. I intend (God willing) before Winter 
^ to make my propos’d Vifit to thofe Indians.^ alter which I may 
^ be able to give you a more particular Account. But now 
‘ proceed, according to your Defire, to give a- Hifigjy of the 
‘ Advances Chriftianity has made among us. 

The Hijkrical Accovmt \ itx ^ fpoken of,Mr. Sergeant fCnt to 
the honourable Society in Scotland^ but had no Time to take a 
Copy of it, as he informM the Rev. Mr. Pemberton oiNew-Tork 
to whom he fent it, to be tranfmitted to Great-Bpitam Had a 

Copy 
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Copy of it been kept, it would have been a very great Help to 
me in compofing this Work : for Mr. from his own 

Papers, Memory, &c. doubtlefs, was able to give a much better 
Account of Things than 1 can poffibly do, from the few Papers 
before me : and without Doubt he gave a very juft and corred 
Account of what pafsM from the Beginning of his Miftion to 
that Time. After his Hiftory he goes on to fay, 

‘ Thus, Sir, I have given an Account of the Progrefs Chrif- 

* tianity has made here, with fome general Account of our pre- 
‘ fent State of Affairs. I began to write prefently after I rc- 
‘ ceiv’d your Letter in July laft, and defign’d to have prepar’d 

* the Anfwer to yours, and fent it beforeWinter i but the afilic- 
‘ ted Circumftances of my Family prevented me then, and by 

* one Interruption & another, I have not been able to finifh it till 
‘ now. 1 have been fo particular, that, perhaps, I ftiall be 

* thought tedious. In this Point I hope your Candour will ex- 

* cufe me. I have omitted a great many Particulars. 

‘ You will ealily perceive, in the Perufai of this Journal, that 

* the Indians arc a very difficult People to deal with ; whoever 

* undertakes to have much to do with them, had need to fortify 
‘ himfelf with an obftinate Patience.. Oppofition I always ex- 
^ peded, but met with it in Inftances where I dreamt not of it, 
‘ and leaft expeded it. The Devil has always his Temptations 
‘ and Inftruments to promote his Caufc, A Number we have, 

* I hope, that are truly converted. 

‘ Our Affairs are now in a good and flourifhing State, conft- 
‘ dering the Oppofition the Gofpel has met with, efpecially from 
‘ fome profefled Chriftians ; I think, the Progrefs it has made 

* has been extraordinary. May God own his Work and blefs it. 

‘ I purpofe, by the Favour of God, fome Time next Month 

* to make my Vifit to the Sbowano&s. What I meet with among 
‘ them I will tranfmit you an Account of. Let me have the 
‘ Bleffmg of your Prayers, that, however unworthy, I may be 

* made an Inftrument of promoting the Kingdom and Glory of 
« our blefled Lord. And may God crown all your pious and 
« charitable Defigns with happy Succefs, and you finally with 
‘ immortal Glory. And grant me thcHonour of being reputed, 

Scockbridge, Sir^ Tour mofi obedient^ 

Jpril 2Q, 1741. Humble Ser'vant, 

. JOHN SERGEANT. 
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Mr. Sergeant, according to his Purpofe, fet out on his 
Journey, accompanied by feme of his Indiam^ to the ^howanoosi 
May the 26th. June 3d he arrived at Safquahannah. June 7th 
he preach’d to the Indians living on Delaware- River^ as he re-^ 
turn’d from Safquahannah. And June 20th he got Home. 

Thefe brief Hints he has given in his Journal •, and in a 
Letter of June 23d to George Drummond^ Efq; he gives the fol¬ 
lowing more large Account. 

Stockbridge, June 2^d 1741. 

S/r, 

‘ I am juft return’d from Safquahannah^ where according to 

* ray Defign, I have been, in order to open the Way lor the Pro- 
‘ pagation of the Gofpel among the Showanoos : d found the 
‘ Place about 220 Miles diftant from us, about 50 from any 
‘ Englifi) Inhabitants, and the Road to it exceeding difficult. 

‘ The Meflage we carried was this, 

‘ Brother^ who have feen fo many Mornings here at Mukhhau- 
‘ waumuk, live in Friendfhip with our Grandfather ^ our League 
‘ reaches as far as the great Ifland,<2»i the River Auwukfauntuguh. 

The Reafon of my comings is, becaufe I dijlike our Way of living . \ 
‘ our Father above does not approve of it, we weary out his Patiesice. 

‘ Ton always Band in the Prefence of our Father, and he would 
‘ have hisCbildren turn about to him. I am come to turn you to him. 

If you pity your Body Csf Souk you will receive the Chriftian Reli- 
‘ gion. It is always the Priviledge of an elder Brother to teach bis 

* younger Brother, if he knows any Thing that is Good. If his Bro- 
‘ ther be loft, he will tell him. This is the Way to Life. 

‘ The enlightening of the Eyes is in the Chriftian Religion. Tou 
‘ will fome Time come to know that we have been loft. You will 
‘ fee what ii is to live in Heathenifm, if your Eyes are open'd. In 
‘ the End of the World you will fee a Good prepar'd if you embrace 
^ the Chriftian Religion in Truth ; and if you believe it not, you 
‘ will fee a Punijhment provided. Formerly our Fore-Fathers us'd 
‘ to fend Mejfages to one another, but their Speeches were Nothing. 

They were wont in the Qonclufion of their Speeches to. fay, now I 

fee the Sun at Noon you fhall always fee clearly ; you fhall fee 
‘ Nothing amifs But thefe Things which they fpake in Darknefs 
‘ were Nothing. The only true Light which enlightens the Eyes, 
‘ is the Chriftian Religion. 

‘ Brothevy. 
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* Brother^ ibis is our Teacher % we have brought him with us, 
‘ thinking perhaps he may open your Eyes a little, that you may fee 

* the lEay to eternal Life. We wijh you would bear him. He is 

* our elder Brother. 

‘ This Mejfage your Brother at Mauhekun fends you .* He likes 

* the Chriftian Religion. 

^ It mull be noted that the Showmms call our Indians their 
‘ elder Brother, and ours call them their younger Brother. 

‘ When we had deliver’d this Mejfage, they retir’d a litilc 
‘ While, and then brought in their Anfwer 5 which was to this 
‘ Purpofe. 

‘ It is true, we have one Father above, and we are always in his 
' Prefence. The Indians have one Way of honouring andpleafmg 
‘ him, and the White People have another 5 both are acceptable to 
‘ Him. I am glad to hear from my Brother, and to cultivate 
‘ Friendfisip with him. He fi.all always find me here if be has any 
‘ Mejfage to fend: But Chriftianity need not be the Bond of Union 
‘ between us. As for your Tmcher I cannot underjland him. If 
/ could underfiatid him, it might be well to hear him 5 but be 
fpeaks in an unknown Tongue. 

‘ It was eafy to fee, by this Anfwer, they had no Mind to 

* receive Chriftianity. However, I defir’d them to hear fome* 
‘ thing I had to fay, and they agreed it Ihould be then imme- 
‘ diately. I went out about half an Hour to prepare my in« 
‘ terpreter, by reading my Difeourfe to him. When I came in 

* again, I found many of them difpers’d, and while I was fpeak- 

* ing their Chief went out. They gave no ferious Attention at 
‘ all to what I faid. When I had done, they prefently fell to 
‘ talking, and reproaching Chriftianity 1 and Ihew’d an utter 

* Averfion to it. I would have enter’d into aDebate with them, 

‘ and endeavour’d to remove, their Prejudices,and anfwer’d their 
‘ ObjedioiK ; but they w'ould hear Nothing of the Matter. I 
*■ found they had ftrong and invincible Prejudices againft Chrif- 
‘ danity,at leaftthePrbteftantReligion 5 deriv’d, it ihou’d feem, 

‘ from the French, and confirm’d by their own Obfervation of 
‘ the Behaviour of that vile Sort of Men the Traders, that g'o 
‘ among them 5 for they faid (which I believe is an unhappy 
‘ and reproachful Truth) that they would lie, cheat, and debauch 

* their Wom^n, and even their Wives, if their Hulbands were 

‘not 
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* not at Home. They were further prejudic’d againft Chrif- 
*■ tianity from the inhofpitable Treatment they had fometimes 
® met with from thofc who call themfelves Chriftians. They 

* faid the Sinnicas fa Tribe of Indians much under the Influence 
‘ of the French) gave them their Country where they now live; 

* but charg’d them withal never to receive Chriftianity from us. 
‘ The French fprcad their Influence far and wide, and indeed 

‘ I believe (which I was not fo much aware of before this Jour- 
‘ ney) that they have fcatter’d their Poifon among all the Indians 

* of North-America^ and have been the Means of ftiring up that 
‘ Jealoufy and Sufpicion among our Indians, which has made 
‘ us fo much Difficulty in dealing with them : for they tell them 
‘ that the Dcflgn of the EngUJh is to inflave, and then to deftroy 

* them, under the Pretence of making them Chriftians. By 

* thefe ftrong Prejudices, I found them fo averfc to theReceptioti 
‘ of Chriftianity, that I was difeourag’d in the Attempt, and fo 
‘ left them, pitying tlieir Ignorance, and praying God to open 
‘ their Eyes. 

‘ When I returned io Delaware, I got the Indians inhabiting 

* there j;o^ther, and preach’d to them in ourDiaIe<ft,which they 
‘ Couia anderftand without an Interpreter. They were about 30 
‘ inNumber to hear me, who gave a very diligent Attention, and 
‘ feem’d to be mov’d, had no Objections to make, but were de- 

* firous of further InftruCtion. 1 preached to them twice. The 
‘ whole Tribe is about 40a in Numlxir j but is much difpers’d, 

‘ having no Accommodation of Land ; but I have engag’d fomc 

* Gentlemen to endeavour to provide for them in that RefpeCt: 
which, if it can be efFeCled, to their Satisfaction, there is a hope- 

‘ fui ProfpeCt of a fuccefsful Miffion among them. I have drawn 
‘ out a Journal containing a particular Account of thePropaga- 
‘ don of Chriftianity among us, which 1 have fent to the Rev. 

‘ Mr. Penthtriony to tranftnic to you, which I hope wiil go fafe. 

5 /r, 1 am your moji obedient, &c. 
JOHN SERGEANT. 

F'e George Drummond, Efqj 
at Edinburgh. 

A generous and charitable Spirit Mr. Sirceant difeover’d 
in this Vifit to the Showanoos *, a tedious Journey it was, and 
muft of Neceffity be of confidcrable Expence to him ; aiid his 
N Reward 
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Reward is doubtkfs with God ; tho’ that poor People h r,ct ga¬ 
ther* d. -f But from Men he receiv’d not any Thing as a Confi- 
deration of his hard Service. 

As Mr. Drmmnondy in his foregoing Letter, defires, by Order 
of the Dire£torSi that Mr. Sergeant would favour them with a 
particular Correfpondence, and that he would begin it by giving 
them an Hiftorical Account of the Progrefs Religion had made 
among the Indians^ &r. So Mr. Sergeant Gomply*d with their 
Pcfires, fent an Hiftorical Account, and wrote the foregoing 
Letter. But 1 find no Return he ever had from Mr. Drummond^ 
or any other* Member of that Sodety\ nor any further Correfpon-' 
dence with it except a Letter Mr. Sergeant wrote to the 
Prefident^iciX the Time, of that Society of Afay the i8th 1749. 
(defiring, if it fell within their Sphere, that they would affifl: in: 
promoting the Boarding-School^ then begun at Siocklridge, Whe¬ 
ther Mr. Sergeant’s Letter fail’d by the Way, or what elfe 
happen’d to prevent a friendly Correfpondence, 1 am not able 
to fay. 

Some Time before this, Mr. Sergeant wrote to Dr. Cohnan^ 
defiring he would procure for him Dr. Watts s Works, except a 
few Pieces already in his Hands j which I fuppofe the Doctor 
did without Charge to Mr, Sergeant. Before this I find hint 'j 
acknowledging, in a Letter to the Do^fovy the Receipt of Dr.*^ 
Watts upon Prayer. And June ift 1742. Dr. Colman fays to him. 

‘ I inclofe for you twenty Pounds out of the Bounty of Madam 

* Hcld.n and Daughters, to aftift in your Support,in your fingular 

* Services tor the Kingdom of our Lord & Mafter. With this 

* 1 kni you alfb two Pacquets containing fix more Volumes of 

* Dr. Wattsh Works; onePacquet contains Humane Underjiand- 
ingy The World to come ; and the Ufe and Amfe of the Paffions, 

* Tlie other Pacquet has his Humble Attempt. Strength & Weak- 

* mjs. Heaven and Hell. I put in a Sermon of Dr. SewaWh, and 

* Dr. Chauncey\ and my own. 

And to ftiew the Candour and Gratitude of Mr. Sergeant, 

I here tranferibe the Subftance of his Letter to the Dobfor on this 
Occafion. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ ’ 71 s fevcral Months fince I receiv’d your Letter by Mr^ 
Williamsy with twenty Pounds, for which my Thanks have been 

[ due, 

t Ifiu. 49 . 5* 
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due, and Ihould have been return’d before now, had I not 
‘ waited for thePacquet that I might, being affeiied with greater 

* Gratitude, return my Thanks with double Zeal. The Books 

^ are lately come to Hand, a mofi: acceptable Prefent *, nor have 
‘ I had Time to perufe them, more than juB to have a Tafteof 
^ Dr. Spirit. 

‘ When I ipeak of Dr.Spirit in his Writings, I mean 

* Ibmething the moft excellent to be found in Humane Nature, 
‘ and near akin to angelick Dignity j there is fomething fo juft 

* and rational, and at the fame Time fo modeft, candid and 
‘ generous in that Gentleman’s Sentiments, that they ftrongly 
‘ imprefs the Mind, and engage the Attention and Affeflions. 
‘ Would to God the fame Spirit of Candour and fuperior Devo- 
^ tion ^ew’d itfclf in all Writings, efpecially of Divines, and 
‘ reign’d in the Heart of every Chriftian : How many ncedlefs 
‘ Controvcrfies would be ended by it ? And how' much finful 

Divilion ccalc in the Chriftian Vi^orld ? Alas ! how muchNeed 
‘ have we, at this Day, of the fame Candour and Largenefs of 
‘ Soul ? Certainly, mechinks, that Devotion muft be kfs accep- 
‘ table to God, which fubfifts in a Soul confin’d and narrow ro- 
‘ wards its Feliow-Men. May divine Grace enable me to be 
‘ wifer and better by thofc Means Providence by you has put 
‘ into my Hands, to make me fo ; and may the Bleffings of 
‘ God reft on you for all your Kindnefs to me. I am afham’d 
‘ to deferve fo little of the generous and benevolent Notice you 
‘ have taken of me : But I know ’tis your greateft Satisfa<ftion 

* to do Good 1 nor will Heaven forget to reward thcBcncvolencc 
‘ of your Heart, how little foever 1 have merited your kind 

Notice. Forgive me, Slr^ if Gratitude conftrains me to write, 
‘ what perhaps will be o&^m xo that Modefty, which alrfioft 
' makes you forget your gobd-Deeds. I thank you particularly 
‘ for your own Sermon, and am glad to find in it fo juft a 

* Cenfure of fomc Things, which unhappily darken the Glory 
‘ of what has appear’d to bear fo many Marks of a divine Work 

* in this Land.--I have the Satisfaction to inform you, 

‘ that there feems to appear a more than common -Bpirit of 
‘ Scrioufnefs and Reformation among our Indians^ and a pretry 
‘ general Difpofidon among the Indians in thefc Parts round 
t about us, to receive Inftrudlion.-——— 

N 2 Dr. 
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Dr. Colman, being acquainted ^vith Mr. Sergeant’s Defign 
of fetting up a Boarding-School at StockMdge^ as before related^ 
inforaa’d the Rev. Mr. IJmc Hsllis of it, who was difpofed to 
encourage it ; as appears from the DoSlorh Letter of September 
27th 1742. to Mr. Sergeant, in which are the following 
Paffages. 

‘ Yefterday came to me another Letter from the Rev. Mr. 

* Hollis, wherein he exprefles his Wonder and very great Olfence, 
‘ that nothing more is done by us here in New-England, tor the 

* Propagation of Chriftian Knowledge among the Heathen 5 

* vhich declares, he thinks, we have no Care for their Souls. 

* You at Boficn (fays he) might fave it out of your fine Hollands, 

* Silks, and Lflr«,and fupsrfine Woollen Cloths \ and have a School 

* creifed for Heathen Children in Imitation of what be has efifay’d 
already. As to our fuperfluous Expences, I muft anfwer and 

* plead guilty ; but as for the S€hool,i\it Difficulties attending it 

* irom the Indifpoficion of the Indians to fend their Children, or 
‘ thofe to come if a School were open’d, I muft leave you to 

* lay before him. The good Gentleman promifes to lend a 

* helping Hand to fuch a School, if it were fet up here. 

That charitable and generous Gentleman Mr. Hollis, had been 

•at the Expence of about two Hundred and eight Pounds Sterling* 
5 n the Space of about four or five Years, for the Benefit of the 
Indians zi Sfoskoridge, which was then upwards of oneThoufand 
Bounds our Money •, as appears from a Pafiage in Dr. Colman's 
Return in Compliance with Mr. Sergeant’s Requeft. Huguji 
40th 1743, the whole of which will by and by be inferred. 

The Pafiage is, 

‘- November 19. 1736. I receiv’d from Mr. Hollis, his 

* Bill on Coi. Wendell, to pay fifty-fix Pounds Sterling for the- 
^ Education of 12 Indian Boys at Houjatunnuk, under the Care 

* of the Rev. Mr. Sergeant. And Juguft 15. 1738. I had a 
^ fecond Order from him for three Hundred IB forty-three Pounds 
‘ our Money. And again May 17. 1740. a third Order for 

* four Hundred and forty-feven Pounds nine Shillings, -’ 

But what have we done in Comparifon of him I Have any 
of our wealthy ProfclTors put to their helping Hand to this lau¬ 
dable and glorious Defign While he has been at the Expence 
of Biaintaining 12 Boys, has any private Gentleman in New-Eng- 

land 
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land been at the Expence of maintaining one ? If therefore Mr. 
Hollis had been inform'd how Ticile we do, is it at all ftrange that 
he fhoold exprefs his l 4 ^onder, and very great Offence^ that nothing 
more is done by us here in New^-Englaud for the Propagation of 
Chriflian Knowledge among the Heathen. 

Mr. Hollis alfo, in the forementioned Letter to Dr. Cdman., 
defir’d an Account from Mr. Sergeant how his Money had 
been expended, and to what Purjx)fc ? Mr. Sergeant therefore 
wrote to him, and not only gave^him a particular & faiisfadlory- 
Account how his Money had been laid our, but alfo of what 
Advantage it had been : That ftveral of his Seholara had made 

great Progrefs in Learning, &c :-But Dr. Colman having 

tranfcrib’d the Subftance of that Letter, in his Recommendation 
of Mr. Sergeant’s Propofal of a more efFedlual Method for 
the Education of Indian Children, which will come in hereafter,, 
I fhall not infert it here. 

The Difficulties which Mr. Sergeant apprehended would 
attend fetting up a Boarding School^viz. the unreafonable Jealou- 
lies of the Indians^ vaniffi’d more and more, and he now tho’t 
them ripe for foch a Propofal j and therefore wrote to Dr. CoK 
man upon that Subje( 5 f, January 24th 1742,3. 

‘-1 am much'pleas’d with Mr. Hollis'% Projeflion for a 

^ School —wrote to you a Year or two ago about that Matter *,— 
V then thought that the Indians would' not bear fuch a Defign 
‘ but now their Temper, efpccially of late, fecms to be much 
‘ alter’d for the better, and a mote than ordinary Spirit of Reli* 

‘ gion feems to prevail. Thanks be to divine Grace for it! I 

am now of Opinion there is little or nothing on the Part of the 

* Indians here, and in their Neighbourhood, to difeourage fuch 
‘ an Attempt, And if you think it worth while (as indeed I 
^ think it is) to undertake fo great a Thing, I pray you, either 
‘ by yourfelf, or by the Affiftance of fomc Friend that has a turii 
‘ of Mind for fuch Projedions, to draw up a general Plan of a 

* School for the Education of Indian Children ; which fhall pro* 
‘ vide not only for their Inftrudion in Learning, but alfo in La- 
‘ hour ; and fend it to me, and I will try the Temper of the 
‘ Indians with it. You may make fome guefs of the different 

Temper prevailing now among the Indians.^ from what did a 
\ few Years ago by this, that two of our young Women, not 

! long. 
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* long fincc, of their own Accord, defir’d me to provide them 
Places among the Englifh,' that they might live with them, 

‘ and fupport themfelves by their own Labour, in order to learn 

* theEnglifh Languague & Manners ^ tho’ a fewYears ago they 
‘ would not be hir’d to it. And, accordingly, I Tent two of them 
‘ to Northampton, where they liv’d contented as far as I know,— 

And in another Letter of Jpril 7th he adds upon the fame 
Subje< 9 :.' 

* <-You will find in what I have written to Mr, HolliSy 

* that I have propofed the Affair of the free Boarding School to 

* the Indians, and that they are mightily taken with it. I wait 

* with Impatience for an Anfwer to what L wrote you iaft. 

What Mr. Sergeant wrote to Mr. Hollis, he fentunfealed to 
Dr. Colman, to which the DoBor has Refpedf in the Beginning of 
his Letter of May the i8th 1743. to Mr. Sergeant. 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

' Yomh January 24th, and April y^, are before me. I 

* made no Anfwer to the firft, waiting for your’s ta Mr. HoUis, 
‘ which has been long in coming. I have cover’d it to Mr. 
‘ Hollis, It will be very acceptable to him. The Account given 

* of the happy Difpofuion among youryoung People,both 
‘ Male and Female, is admirable v R^d I.give thanks with you 
‘ to the bleffed Spirit of God. I hope k will encour%c Mr. 
« HoUis to go on ♦, and 1 purpole to afk Mrs. Holden‘s Leave to 

* apply One Hundred, our Currency, towards your projeded 

* Boarding-School, I hope ihtCommiJftoners oi Bojlon will make 
< feme Allowance towards it. Ani I (hall be ready to join here 
« in a Subfeription for fome annual Contribution. But as for 

* my drawing up 2l general Rian, as you defire, of fuch a School, 
‘ it is out of my Line ', and we muft rely on yourfelf to do it. 
‘ You muft needs have a more clear Idea of the Thing than we 
‘ here can •,—^that Religion and Labour go together in it, is, to 
‘ be fure. moft natural. I pray God to bring forward fuch a 

S Foundation.-Old as I am, I have fenc a Copy of your 

f Letter toMr. Hollis, ^rxo Dr. Avery, to communicate it to the 
^ Indian Corporation at London \ and the fame I have copied out 
« for the Conmijftoners here at Bofton. It may be my laft Ser- 
f, vice, and I hope will be a good one.* . ’ 
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Dr, having declin’d drawing up a general Plan^ &c. 

and defiring Mr. Sergeant to do it ; he accordingly, in aLetter 
of Augufi the ift, wrote his Propofal of a more effedual Method 
for Education of Children, &c. which was as follows. 

StcckbridgCi Augufi 17 , 43 • 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ I now fend you a general and rough Draught of thatDefign 
‘ for the Education of Indian Children^ which I have fome Times 
‘ formerly hinted to you, that I had formed in my Mind, with 
‘ a EeJirCy that you would communicate it to the World in as 

* publick a Manner,, as poflible, and^vith ftich, Recommendationsy. 

‘ as you may think proper. 

* What I propofe therefore in general is,to take fuch a Method 
‘ in the Education of our Indian .Childreri:, as lhall in the moft 

* efFedlual Manner change their whole Habit of thinking and 
‘ ading-, and raife them, as fat as pofiible, into the Condition 

* of a civil induftrious and polifh’d People •, while at the fame 
‘ Time the Principles of Virtue and Piety fhall be carefully in- 
‘ ftilled into their Minds in a Way, that will make the moil 
‘ lading Impreflion •, and withal to introduce the Englijh Lan- 

* gt^^g^ among them, inftead of their own imperfed and barbi- 
^ rous Biak 5 f. 

‘ And to accomplifh this Dejign, I propofe fo procure an Ac- 
‘ commodation of about izoo Acres of Land in thisPlace, (which 
‘ may be had without any Coft of the Indian Proprietors) and to 

* ered an Houfe on it, fuch as fliall be thought convenient for a 
^ Beginning *, and in it to maintain a Number of Children and 
‘ Touth (not under ien^ nor above twenty Years of Age •,) and to 
' have them under the Diredion, Care & Tuition of tvdo'MaJierSy 
‘ one to take the Overfight of them in their Hours of Labour^ 

* and the other in their Hours Study \ and to have their Time 

* fo divided between Study and Labour as to make one the 

‘ verfton of the other, that as little Time as poflible may be loft 
‘ in Idlenefs. It willj I think, be neceffary, there (hould be two 
‘ Mafters for this Purpofe, becaufe it will be too tedious a Talk 
‘ for one. I propofe that the Fruit of their Labour fhall go to 
‘ their own Maintenance^ and to carry on the general Defign ; 
‘ except perhaps fome particular Premiums out of the Profits of 
I their Labour, if it can be afforded, to encourage InduHry. I 

‘ propofe 
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.* propofe aifo to have a Stock of Caitle, &c. maintained on the 
‘ Place for the fame Purpofe. 

‘ I propofe to take into the Number, upon certainConditions, 

‘ from among any of thz Trihs of Indians round about; that 

* by thdr Mean?, under the Blelfing of God, the Principles of 
‘ Vertue and Chriftian Knowledge may be fpread as far as pofTi- 
‘ ble-, which, perhaps, in a Courle of Years may, by the 
‘ Grace of God, open the Way for the Propagation of Chriftianity 

* -to the rmoteii Trihs. 

‘ To lay the Foundation, and to fappori fo great aDefign as 

* this, will, without Doubt, coft a great Deal of Money j the 

‘ Supply of which depends altogether upon the Smiles of divine 
‘ Providence, and the Charity of good who may think 

* proper to favour it. 

‘ The Need of fome fuch Defign as this, is very obvious to 
‘ all that arc in any Meafure acquainted with theDifpofition and 
.< State of the Indians in America, It is well known, that Vertue 

* and Piety make but a flow Progrefs among them in the Me- 
‘ thoids that have hitherto been iifed to promote thefe Ends^ 

* Nor can I chink of any Thing fo likely, as what is here pro- 
‘ pofed, in human Probability, to root cut their vicious Habits, 

« and to change their whole Way of Living. I hope therefore 
‘ the apparent Goodnefs of this Defign will recommend it to all 
‘ charitably difpofed Perfons, who would gladly honour God with 
‘ their Suhjiance ; and that it will approve itfelf to, and be pro- 
‘ moted by, Perfons of all Parties 5 fince it is a Defign^^;?^r<7«r 

in its Intention, and calculated for the common Good of a 
< very mifirabk and degenerate Part of our Race, ahd has no Part^^ 
‘ in it at all. I perfuade myfelf therefore chat all th^ 
who arc concerned for the Glory of our common Maker, and 
‘ the Father of the Spirits of all Fle(b, and for the Honour of our 
‘ common Saviour, to whom the Heathen are given for his In- 
‘ beritance, and the utmof Ends of the Earth for his Pejfcffwn, or 
‘ that are only infpired with the generous Sentiments of Conir 
‘ pajfion to the Miferahle, m\\ unite in promoting the Defign 
‘ here propofed. 

« If Providence encourage and fucceed this Defign, and a 
‘ Fund fufficient to carry it on, can be procured, I purpofe to 

* enJaro^e the Foundation, fo as to take in Girls, as well as Boys, 

*• ® * to 
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‘ to be educated in a Manner fuitable to the Condition of their 
‘ Sex •, for I think the Cultivation of hfh the Sexes has a natural 
** Tendency to improve each other more eafily and fuccersfully. 

‘ I defign the Difeiplme to be ufed with them (halLbe as ftridt 
‘ as thofe will bear, who know nothing like Government among 
‘ themfelves, and have an Averfion to every Thing that rejirains 
‘ their Liberty. 

‘ I know it is apt to be fufpehled in fuch E>efigns, pretended 
‘ to be for the publick Good, that there is fome Self Ahnttrefi at 
‘ Bottom^ which is the Spring of the Motion. If the World 
^ fufpe^l any Thing of this Sort mtht prefent Projection, as Tome 
‘ no Doubt will *, and the rather, perhaps, becaure- it has been 
^ amufed with Projedions of this Kind,-which have appeared to 
‘ many meer perfonal and felfifi^ or, at beft only Party Defigns, 
I know not how to give my \\jin\itx Satisfaction for the prefent, 
than to declare folermly that I have no other Aim, than thtCcod 
‘ of the Indians, and that I have no Expedfa^ion oS my perfonal 
‘ Benefit at ail, more than the meer Satisfaction of being inCiru- 
. ‘ mental, under Goo, of doing them fo great a Kindnefs, and 
*■ rendering them a more happy Society by cultivating Humanity 
'‘ and Vertue among them. 

‘ That the Indians, in general, are a difficult to be ro 

‘ formed from their own foolijh, barbarous, and wicked Cuftoms, 
‘ the Unfuccefsfulnefs of Attempts upon them for this Purpofe is 
‘ a melanchoiiy Proof, which though it may appear dijeouraging 
‘ in further Endeavours j yet, 1 think, to a generous Mind it 


fliould rather be improved as an Argument to form and execute 
^new Projections for this Purpofe. And indeed, perhaps, the 
^ HegleS of promoting Indujtry among them is the chief moral 


‘ Reafon of fo little being done to Purpofe in forming their Manr 
‘ ners. And therefore, I hope the Want of voifrldfor Succefs in 
‘ other Attempts will be no Objection with any thatdefire to be 
‘ Benefactors to Mankind, againft contributing their Part to this, 
‘ which,I thmkjhas fo apparent a Tendency to promote Indujtry 
‘ and Humanity among, a barbarous People. But tho’ 1 think 
‘ the Defign here propofed has the probable Appearance of 
‘ ^rovmgfuccefsful, yet I do not flatter my felf with any Ro- 
‘ mantick Expectations of accomplifhing all the Ends propofed 
‘ at once T nor is it to ho expected, in the ordinary Courfe of 
O ‘ I'hings, 
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• Things, but that a greatDeal of Ccjl and Pains with Refpedl tQ 

• jnany particular Perfons will be loji. This is what happens of 

• Courfe in ailDefigns of thisNature ; And yet, it is to be hoped, 

• fame Good will be done : Nor will the Benefaflors loofe their 
‘ Reward with God, though the Defign fhould not be crowned 

• with all the happy might be wilhed and hoped for^ 

• The meer Sufpicion^ that the Defign in the Event will prove 
■* mfuccefsfuU ought I think, to difcourage the Attempt. 

• How many arc there, ih&t frujirate the very Grace of Goditfelf} 

• How many with Refped to whom Chrifl has died in vain I 

• And yet (to fpeak after the Manner of Men) this was no Hin.- 

• drance to his laying down his Life for Sinners. He indeed 

• has obtain’d all the Recompence in the Salvation of Souls, 
‘ which he had in his Eye j and GOD all the Glory of his bener 

• voknt Purpofis. He fees the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul, 
‘ and is fatisfied. Nor will any BenefaSlors here loofe the Praife 

• and Reward of their gracious Intention and Endeavours. (Sec 

• Jfa, xlix. I,—6 .) 

‘ It may perhaps with Ibme be an OhjeSiion againff attempting 

• any Thing of this Sort, that the Indians are a bafe, ungrateful 
'• People^ infenfible of Kindnefifes done them. To this I reply, 

• that though it be true, that this is the bafe, ungrateful Tem- 

• per of Indians, yet I think it is rather an Argument in Favour 

• of a Projection calculated to promote Humanity among them, 

• than otherwife : For the Objection fuppofes them to be greatly 

• debafed, and fhews the Need there is of cultivating a Soil fg 
» barren, or rather a Soil fo over-run with hateful Weeds, and 

• pricking Thorns. But wh tever Weighr this Objection might 

• have with others, certainly it ought to have none with a Chrif- 

• iian, who is commanded to imitate the Beneficenee of his hea- 

• VENLY Father, who does Good' to the Evil and Unthankful, 
‘ Had thisConfideration fway’d theMindof our blefledSAViouR^. 

• would he ever have Ihed his Blood for thofe, who purfued 

« his Life to Death ? Nor did Goo refufe to diftinguijh thg 
‘ Ifraelites with hisFavours from all the Families of the 
< Earth, bccaufe they were an -necked and rebellL 

ous Houfe. 

‘ I would not have it thought from what I have written above, 

• that ail that has been done here, to introduce Chriftianity and 

‘good 
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good MannerSjhas proved altogether in vain ; for, through the 

* Grace of God, fome good Effe 5 is have attended our Labours. 

* here : And, the Indians feem now well prepared \^ov the Execu- 

‘ tion of what I have here propofed 5 which their Jealouiy would 
‘ have been an Hindrance to a few Years ago., 

‘ I ihail be glad of the thoughts of candid and ingenious Gen- 
y tlemen communicated to me for the Improvement of the Deftgn- 
‘ here propofed : And fhali be ready to anfwer any Series that 
‘ may be made in Rdation to it. 

‘ Thus, Sir, you have what I defire may be communicated to 
‘ the pubUck from me. It will be well perhaps that you fhould 
‘ preface this with fome general Account of what Mr. Hollis has 
‘ done.^ and what he expebied from this Country in Profecution of 
‘ his Defign *, which was what fuggefted to me the Dehgn pro- 
‘v pofed above. Sonfe Gentlemen feem to be of Opinion, that this 
‘ is not an happy Hime to. fee fuch a Defign on Foot *, which for 
' ought I know is true •, but I do not think it beft to pofipone it 
‘ on that Account. For who knows when we (hall have a better 

* Time ? It is poflible it may be worje. Nor would I wifh to 
^ have your Meffed Master take you from us, ’till you have. 
‘ help’d in laying this Foundation alfo for the Increafe of Glory^ 
‘ to his Name by promoting this Scheme^ on which I confefs my 
\ Heart is much fet, and which will (I hope) profper the better; 
f for your countenancing it. 

‘ I thank you for your kind Letter^ and for the Pamphlets that 
^ accompanied it, and am, 

with great Honour and Reverence 
your moft obliged 

humble Servant^ 
JOHN SERGEANT, . 
Hadley, Augufi ^ . . 

* P. As I have tho’t it neceffary there fhould be fome. 

* Peribns propofed to receive and difburfe the Monies, that may 

* be eollcftedfor the Purpofe above, I have thought of cheHpn... 
‘ Coi. Stoddard, and Col. Porter, xht Kqv. Mv.Edwards North-. 
‘ ampton. Major Williams, and Col. Oliver Partridge,icox this Pur- 
‘ pofe i with whom I have converfed on the Affair, and have 

* their to be propofed as Perfons willing to take this 

‘ Trouble on them. Which you may, if you pieafe, fignifj 
f to the World. J* 3 . 
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V>r. Colmm^s Return in Conipliance with Mr. Sergeant’s 
JRequcft, is as foliowsr 

Bojivn, Augufi 22. 1743. 

* It having pleas’d my Rev. Brotherthm openly to addrefsand 
‘ oblige me, I do moft willingly publilh his Letter: And if my 

* JName and.Hand can ferve in any Meafure to promote the happy 
‘ Foundation which bis Heart is fet on, (I humbly hope under 

* fome fpeciaifrom above) I give them with all my 
‘ Heart •, with Thankfgiving to GOD who many Years ago wasr 
‘ pleas’d to incline my Honour’d FAend md Rev. Brother Mr. 
‘ Jfaac Hollis {ihm of London) into thofe Bounties to us, which 
*■ are now ilTtiing in this Propofat oi a Boarding-School for thr 

* more effehlual Injlruhiim atfd'Education of the Indian Children in 

* tlie fVeflern Borders of our Province. 

‘ It was'about theYear 1731,2.that Mr. Ifaac Hollis., (Nephew 
*' to Thomas' Hollis., Ei'q-, the great Benefactor to Harvard College.,. 
and loon after his pious Uncleh Deceafe) fent me a Hundreds 
Pounds SitrXin^y with his particular how to diftribute 

♦' and lay it out; adding, - ‘ that he had feen many of my Letterf 
*' to Fii'Unde and his to me, which now led him into his fVriting 
to me, and this his Gift to us. 

« In the’^car 1734, v/hen he had feen the printed Account of 
•* the Ordination of Meffieurs Parker, Hinfdei aiKi Secombe, and" 
^ their Miffion to the Indian Tribes on the Eaiiern and IVeiierm 
‘ Borders of llevd England-, Mr. Hollis then earneftly made me 

* a moft generous Offer of twenty Pounds Sterling per Annum, fof 

* Ever, for the Support of 2l fourth Miffionary ; but inFaithfulnefs 
^ I advis’d againft fuch aDifpofttion of hlsMoncy ^ & as earneftly 

pr@pofcd tb him the Application of it for the Support of a 

* MiffionaryLFrc) the wide Spread of the deflitute Settlements I 

* had heard of in the Province of New-Jerfey j but he did not 
‘‘ approve of my Advice. 

Withiri two Years aftef this, I Ke^d of a very promlfing 
‘‘ Bbdf opehirig^for tlie Gofpel zmorig i\itIndian Tribe at Houfa- 

* /aj«/i?f,3nd that a Ferfbrt of Mr.SERGEANT’sC^^r^^^ forPie- 
‘ Ay an'dLeaniing, (then one of iht Tutors in Tale College in Con^ 

nemegt) was willing'to quit his Fellowflnp and the ProfpeSl he 

* reafonably might have of one of the ^^iySettlements omCountry 
< .could afford him, in any of our vacant Churches ', and to de- 

‘ vote 
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‘ vote himfdf to the Glory oi Chriji in the Service of the Souls 

* of thofe Heathen Families ; Whereupon I immediately lec 

* Mn Hollis know, that now I could freely and earnelfly advife 

* him to fix his twenty Pounds Sterling per An. for the Support 
‘ of this Miffion : 

* In Anfwer to thisMotion, Novemb. 19. 1736. I receiv’d from 
‘ Mr. Hollis his Bill on Qo\. Wendell to pay 56 /. Sterl. for the 
^ Education of twelve Indian Boys at Houfatunnuk, under the Care 
‘ of the Rev. Mr. SfiRGEANT i and 15. 1738. h had a 
‘ fecond Order from him for 343 /. our Money ; and again May 
‘ 17. 1740. aOrder for 447/. fs.: f Errors exccpcd.) 

‘ Upon this gracious Call and hoxxniiiuX Dire^ion of Divine 
‘ Providence^ Mr. Sergeant has been laying-out himlelf gladly 
‘ from Year to Year,in the Strength of GOD,, in the Truft com- 
‘ mitted to him, with Caution, Care and Diligence, according to 
‘ theMeafure ofWifdom given him from on High *, whence every 
‘ good and perfell Gift comes down, both the Heart and Oppor- 
‘ /a^Z/yJor the doing Good. 

‘ On t.h& Sixth oi May 1743*. Mr., Sergeant cover’d to me 
‘ a Letter to be forwarded to the Rev. Mr. Hollis^ giving him a 
‘ particular of the laying “out his Moneys for the 

‘ Maintenance of his Boysmd ol t\\t Methods he had ufedhx xh^ 
“ cultivating Humanity^ and mixQdMcmg tbx Ei^iifh-Hongue -and 
“ Manners among them, and for their Proficiency m 
“ Vertue and PZtf/y 5 by which Means, through the Bleffing of 
“ GOD, feverai of them are affedled with ,sl Senje and Rttifh of 
‘ Divine Lhings •, and One of them in particular has made exiraor- 
“ dinary Progrefs in his Learning-, and appears ■ truly and 
“ has been fingularly ferviceahk to h\m,afftfiingh\m \n \{\%Wmfi- 
“ Expdfitions and Applications of the. Scripture j and 

“ alfo very helpful among xht young Indians in general religious 
“ Concern that has of lauprevailed among them.” Mr.SiRGEANT 
‘ adds, this young Indian is already well 

School Countrymen ; and witliin a few Years will 

probably be fit to be a Preacher of the Gofpei 10 them. 

* 'Two or three other of his Boys^ Mr. Sergeant fays, are 
‘ ferviceable in improving the Reff of the Indians in Knowledge 
‘ and Virtue j and he adds, —^ “ that it had been a continued 
Pp Series of mmaried Kindnefs $0 the Indiansy that had at length 

' !! Entirely 
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** mtirefy overcome their Jeciloufies and Sujpkions i- and gain’d an 
almoft univerfal Difpofition in them to receive Inftrud'ion. 

‘ He then inform’d Mr. HolUu that he has had in hisMlnd, 
for fome Years, to fet up a freeBoarding-School for the Educa- 
“ tion of Children, in which he propofes that they be 

brought up to Labour as well as Learning and the Exercifes 
“ of Devotion ; with which Propofal the Indians feem> to 'be 
mightily taken ; being fenfible of their Folly in their being 
formerly fo backward to improve the Advantages put into 
their Hand. ^ 

* Upon all, Mr. Sergeant adds his « that Almighty 

Power may effed the merciful Purpofe of Sovereign Grace 
among them !—” and then concludes with a free and noble 
‘ Declaration to Mr. Hollis in the following Words, 

' “ Sir, As to your making any Allowance to Afe, for my Care 

and Trouble, of which you fpeak in your very obliging Letter 
to me, I neither nor defire it, and beg of you not to think 
o» it j for I fliould indeed be ajhamed to accept any Thing of 
“ you (though my ftated Allowance is not large) but your Inter- 
cejions u the Throne of Grace for me, of which I fland in 
great Need — We can never be thankful enough to You, 
under GOD, for having put it in our Power to do fo much to 
“ promote our general Defign. Through your Liberalities^ 
“ I’hankfgivings abound to GOD, who I am fare will reward your 
“ Charity ; and I doubt not but Generations to come, will blefs 

your Hume^ and you will find your Reward in Eternity. - 

JOHN SERGEANT. 
^ I was fo charm’d with the Spirit and Concents of thisLetter^ 
‘ that I took a Copy of it before I feald it up, and forwarded it 
to Mx. Hollis : And not only fo, but «/</ as I am, and unapt 
‘ now to trmferibe^ yet I wrote feveral Copies, and fent one to 
^ an flonourabie Member the Corporation at London, who have 
‘ the Diftribution of the Indian Fund ; another to the worthy 

* Seartary of their Honourable Commiffioners here at Bofton ; and 
‘ yet a third to a Rev. Miniver ‘m Scotland, if he fees good to 

* communicate it to the Secretary of the Honourable SocietyAot 

* propagating Chriftian Knowledge at Edinburgh ; and after ail 

* I pubihli’d it in the Weekly Cbrifiian HiBory at BoBon, No. 19, 

* So that I have in a Manner frevented,^nd abundantly anjwered, 
- Mr. Sergeant’s Requefi to me in his prefent Letter before it 

* came % 
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‘ came j and gone beyond all he conldi imagine or expe^ from. 

* me, in Way of prefacing and recommending his pious Defign and, 
‘ Propofal. And 1 can truly, add, that I ihall account, my felf 
‘ honour’d by GOD in my advanced Jge, If I may finifh my^ 

* Courfe o^ Services to my Country,znd the Churches of CHRIST 

* here, by miniftring now under my dear younger Brother this 

* his fervent devoting his Life and Pomers to the Glory of GOD 
^ in the Salvation of the Heathen. 

‘ I even dare therefore to. recommend Him, and his propofed 
‘ Boarding-School, not only to the pious and Charitable among 
‘ ourfelves^nor only to thofe of theDenomination of New-England 
‘ in our Nation and Provinces ; but alfo (might it not be thought; 
‘ prejumptuous) even to the moft Honourable Societies for propa^ 
‘ getting the Gofpel and of Chrijiian Knowledge in London & Edin- 
‘ burgh, for their generous Affijtmces to zProjebtion trulylCatholic^ 
‘ and without refpeB of Parties •, which I hope the Divine Pro- 
‘ vidence may be laying by the Hands of his Servants, Mr. HolPn 
‘ and Mr. Sergeant, in this obfeure Corner of our Province at; 
*■ Stockbridge, alias Houfatunnuk, for a more effebtual Entrance, 

* among the Indians than we have yet feen. 

‘ But there ace two or three Things more, that I find my felf 
^ obliged to hint at, before I conclude the prefent Writing. 

‘ One is (as Mr. Sergeant requefts of me in his Lecterj tq 
‘ intimate to the Publick Mr. Hollis his Expehlations fromUy 

* here in New-England. And indeed,in Tevcral of \\\s Letters 

‘ me, he has wrote withforae Difeouragment of Spirit on this 

* Head ^ “ Why We, a People of fuch Name for Religion, do 

not exert our felves more in Profecution of like Effays for a 
“ more effectual gpfpelizing the Heathen round about us ? 'And 
*■* now that He has advanc'd he has ddne for the Education of 
a Number at Houfatunnuk ; he hears of none of our rich Men 
“ falling in with their AJiftances. 

‘ This has been Matter of Stumbling to him, and I wilh the 

* Block may be now removed by the Contributions of many to 

* the School propofed : which may be an Odour of a fweet Smelts 
^ a Sacrifice acceptable and pleajing to GOD. 

‘ Another Thing fuggefted by Mr. Sergeant, and a moft 
‘ wife and neceffary one in the prefent Cafe, is — “ his taking in 
f Girls as well as Boysy if Providence fucceed the Defign, and a 

‘‘ Fund 
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‘ Fund fufficient to carry it orijCati be procured:”! mufl: needs add, 
on this Head, that this Propofal is a Matter of 'abfolute Ne- 
‘ ceffity^ wherein we are not left at ■ Liberty either as Men or 
‘ Chriflians j iov xhtrt c^nxiotht Propagation of. Religion zmon^ 
‘ any People without an equal Regard to both Sexes ■; not only 
^ Females are alike precious Souh^ forniM for GOD and 

‘ 'Religion as much as Males \ but/alfo becaufe the Ceire for 
the Souls of Children in Families^ and mOre efpecialJy in thofe 

* of low Degree, lies chiefly upon the Mothers for the firfl: /even 
‘ or eight Years : Which is an Obfcrva'tion or 'Rmark, which I 

* had the Honour to make unto my dear and honour’d ancient 

‘ Friend Henry Newman, Efq; Secretary to the Honourable and 
‘ Reverend for promoting Chriflian Knowledgewhich 

* when he had communicated to they put it into 

‘ and fent it to the Directors of the 1764 Schools-, fif I have 

* not mifeounted) that fo a greater Proportion of Girls might be 
^ taken into them to receive a religious Education for the fake 

* of fheir PoBerity, and therein for the m'ore efledual anfwering 

^ the very End-of their Charity-Schools. By which I 

received the following InflruWon What an unknown and 
‘ unthoU of Good, a Man may do by a Jingle Sz occafional right 
‘ ,Fhp't or Line it proving in the Cafe before mCj as if I had 
‘ wrote S J64. Letters tq^ the piredfors of To many for the 

Service of^PoJlerity, mdlin Favour cj Fetpale Children : And 
what added <2 Tboufandfold more to the Virttie & Force of my 

* Line> was the approbation of fo venerabka Body of Gentlemen, 
’and their Recommendation of it to the Obfervatipn of the Or^r- 

of their refpedtive Schools. . 

‘ -I have now’only to add upon Mr.’SERG^ ant’s Poftfeript, 
<' — tliaf the Gentlemen yihhm he hpin'anP^I to receive & diflburfe 
‘ PaQ'Money s' vi^ic\\ may be given for the building arid- fupport of 
‘ rhis B.oc^rding-Sc^^ppl, ATS^^ferfons of known Ckarabler among us 
« for and fjpnqur j to whom I only‘wifli may be added 

< whom it pleafed 

GOfi' tb ufe" fd fhuch as a [zeaXous andhborious InBrurpent qf 
the Settlement.of the Gofpe] at Houjatmnuk. 

‘ ^Qw. f hanks to GOD Uitfpeakable Gift, a righf 

‘ liberalHeariandB0rJi'\n Us'Church another. 

No tongue oi Man can fully fpeak of it !• or enough celebrate 

‘ it I 
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‘ it ! Unfpeakahk is the Good done to thcWorld by. it ! unfpeak- 
‘ able is the Glory redounding to the Name of CHRIST from 
‘ it I and alfo the Good to our felhjes in it and from it is un- 
‘ fpeakable, both thro* the Life that now is, and in that which 
‘ is to come ! Only the Day of CHRIST can reveal the Ghrks 
‘ and Joys awaiting it thro’ a blefied Eternity : ^^-^Lord^ when 
‘ faw we thee hungry and fed thee ? or thirjiy Cf gave thee Drink ? 
‘ —Verily in as much as you did it unto one of the leaii of thefe., 
‘ ye have done it unto Me. Benjamin Colman. 

The foregoing Letter of Mr. Sergeant containing his Pro- 
pofal, &c. and Dr. Colman*?, Return, &c. were made Publick 
by the Do^or, according to Mr. Sergeant’s Defire with a 
Defign to excite the pious generous and well difpofed in this 
Country^ and in Great-Eritain^ to charirsble Contributions tor 
the fetting up & fupporting the propofed Boarding-School. And 
Dr. Colman diftributed many of them, where he iho’t they would 
be moft likely to anfwer the End propofed. And in a Letter 
to Mr. Sergeatn of September 17th he gives him the followint>' 
: Account.- ^ 


I cover to you your Letter in Print. I wifh my Re- 
turn to it may be acceptable to you & others ; and 1 Humbly 
‘ befeech God to incline many Hearts, Here and Abroad, to 
‘ contiibute to your moft pious and generous Propofal. I ha'C 
‘ cover’d four of them to His Excellency our Governor, and fuo-- 
gefted to him my Hopes thAc iht General Court will fmile up<m 
‘ it, at their next Seflion.* 


And in another Letter of the 22d of the fame Month'. ' 

‘-It was a great Pleafure to me Yefterday to fee Mr 

• Jofiah Jones. 1 have deliver’d to him twhtf Pounds oldTenGr* 
to deliver to you lor your further Affififanre ^nd Support In 
your Work. 1 have defir’d him to call at ouV Deacon Philips*s 
lor two Dozen Copies of your Letter to me, and my Return 
to it; prefented by Major Henchman, who fends them to you 

lor-the Copy.--I have diftributed already of them 70, and 

lhall receive 50 more to Day to diftribute. LhdVe already 
rever’d to Dr. f Dr, Guije. Madam 

Mr. OfwaU and Brack^one, Bookfellefsj 'Dr. Avery, Mv.'Hollis * 

• to Mr. kVillijon of Dundee, and am going to put up for 
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Coram, Dr. PVilfon and others on'the other 

^ ‘ Side 
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• Sid^ the Water. I have alfo prefentcd four to Governour 
‘ Shirleyy and am fending to Lieutenant Governour I b ps and 

• Dummer here j and ;o the Governour y Lieutenant Governour y and 
‘ fomc Minifters in ConueSiicuty and to the Prefidents of our Col- 

• legesy &c. I have cover’d to Mr. Speaker Cujhingy and for our 
‘ three ReprefentatheSy and to Mr. Secretary Olivery and the 

• Board of Commiffioners for- the Indians here, to the MiniUers 

*• here about alfo.-* 

By the Pains Dr. Oilman took in recommending and diftribut- 
ing Mr. Sergeant’s Propofal, it is evident he was much en¬ 
gag’d in Favour of it \ as Mr.SERGEANT alfo was *, and, I think, 
not without Reafon : for I look upon it as the beft cone- rted 
Scheme that has ever been propos’d for theBenefit of the Indians^ 
Nor do I fuppofe it likely, that they will ever be bro’t to be a 
knowing and thrifty People, unlefs, by fome fuch Method of 
Induftry, they are cur’d of their Idlenefs, and otherVices which 
proceed from it. 

When Mr. Sergeant underftood, by Dr. Colmanh Letter, 
wh*it Care and Pains he had been at to forward this noble 
Dcfign, his generous Soul was too tenderly touch’d to be lilenr. 
In a Letter of Olfooer 24, he thus exprefles his Gratitude to the 
DeUor, 

Reverend 5 ir, 

‘ With a Heart full of Gratitude, I write to let you know, I 
‘ have receiv’d the Packet of my printed Propofals, with your 
‘ moft oblii^ing Return and Recommendation of the Defign ; 

• together with the twenty Pounds of Money by Mr. Jones. You 
‘ heap your Favours fo fall upon me, that it almoft confounds 
‘ me.^ I blufh to be fpoken of publickly with fo much Com- 
< mendation by you, when I am confeious to my felf, I fo little 
» deferve it. May God give me Grace to improve everyTalent 
‘ to his Glory *, and ma& me an humble Inftrument in pro- 
‘ motin^y the Kingdom of his dear Son among the Heathen. 

Pray make Madam Holden and her excellent Daughter as fen- 

• fible as you can, that I am deeply affeaed with their Good* 
‘ nefs, and return Praife to God for their LibcrahtiK. I have 
‘ it in my Mind to write her a Letter of Thanks, if it would be 
‘ acceptable. I am very thankful to you. Sky both on my own 

• and the Indians Behalf, that you have taken fo much Pams to 

‘ recommend 
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‘ recommend my Defign. I pray God it may meet with Ac- 
‘ ceptance in the World. I heartily confent that Mr. tVilliams 
‘ Ihould be added to the ^ruftees propos’d. He has deferv’d 
‘ very highly of us; is a very adive Man, and zealous to pro* 

‘ mote the Good of the Indians' 

In another Letter of November 25th to Dr. Colman^ Mr. Ser¬ 
geant fays. 

‘_Your Care and Pains, under the Decays & Feeblencfs of 

* Age, to promote the Defign of my Letter, I accept with great 
‘ Thankfulnefs.— Madam HoUen is exceeding kind, and fets a 
‘ noble Example. May God put it into the Hearts of others 
‘ to follow it— I highly approve of the Manner you propofe to 
‘ put forward a Subfeription for fomething annually, and yet 
‘ not fo confining it, but that who will, may, give what they 
‘ pleafe at once.— Yefterday f we of the Englijh Families, with 
‘ the Affiftance of two Strangers happening to be prefent, being 
‘ ten Perfons only that contributed, colleded by Subfeription 

* One Hundred and fifteen Pounds ten Shillings^ towards our pro- 
‘ pos’d School •, fomc to be paid annually for the Term of ten 
‘ Years : an Offering which, I hope, will be acceptable to him 

‘ who gives us the Comforts and BlefTings of Life, with which ‘ 

* we arc able to rejoice and give Thanks before him. Yefterday 
‘ I alfo gave the Indians lome Account of the Defign; with 
‘ what was doing for them, chiefly by your Means. They ap- 
‘ pear’d very thankful, and this Morning fent a MeflTage to me, 

* to know where the Houfe was defign’d to be ereded,with the 

* Offer of their Affiftance in clearing a Spot of Land to forward 

* the Defign.—’ 

The Letter, which Dr.Colman wrote to Mr.SERGEANT,giving 
him Occafion to fay. Madam Holden is exceeding kind^ and fets a 
noble Example^ is miffing. Therein I conclude the DoHor had 
inform’d him, that Madam Holden had given one Hundred Pounds 
Boarding-School, For in his Letter of May i8ch 
(before tranferib’d) the Doll or fays. 

‘ I purpofe to afk Mrs. Holden's Leave to apply one Hundred^ 

* our Currency, of her Money, toward your Boarding-School! 
And in another Letter of May 24th i 744 » he fpcaks of Ma¬ 
dam Holden's Subfeription of one Hundred Pounds, I fuppofe 

P 2 therefore 

i A Day of publick Thankfgiving throogh tho Province. 
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tiKrefore in the Letter that is miffing the DoHcr inform’d him 
of herDonation, which occafion’d him to exprefs himfelf as above. 

For want of that Letter, I am hot able to fay what Nlanner 
of Subjeriptton the Do^&r put forward,‘and whkh Mr.SERCEANT 
fo highly approv’d cf^ but only from this Expreffion of his ; fer 
fomething amually^ and yei not fo confin’d but that ubo will^ may, 
give what they pleafe as, once. And what Progrefs it made 1 know 
not, but Tuppofe it was not great. All the Light I have in the 
Cafe is from a Letter of Dr. Caiman’s to Mr. Sergeant, dated 
May 24th 1744, in which he fays. 

‘ I have as yet no Subftription but Madam Holden’s one Hun- 
‘ dred Pounds’ 

Then he goes on to name four Gentlemen, who fubferib’d in 
this Country, and concludes by faying, 

*—I wifh it may be flow and fure ; believing and not making 
‘ Hafte. God governs, and I irufl: will provide.” The fou? 
Subferiprions above mentionedMr. Sergeant never received. I 
find them not in his Account, and therefore conclude, chat the 
War now coming on, and difeouraging any further Subferiprr- 
onr, thofe were not paid. 

It muft be granted, that the People in Stockbridge difeover’d 
a very noble and generousSpirir,in contributing fo largely to that 
pious Defign. Had the People thro’ the Country given one tenth 
Parc fo much, in Proportion to their Numbers &: Abilities, that 
School, and another for Females, nfight have been fet up, and 
well fupported : And had we in general, in this Land, fuch jufl 
and affeding Vie^vs of the dcplora;>je State of the Indians, fLS xh^ 
People have,whofe Eyes affe< 5 l theirHearts, I doubt 

not but manyThoufands would have chearftiliy given tofoiward 
that noble and pious Defign, the bell I think that has ever been 
projefled. 

Dr. Caiman fenc one of Mr. Sergeant’s printed Letters, and 
his ownRecommendacion of it,to a Gentleman in a neighbouring 
Tovyn, whofe gen^ousMind was pleas’d with the Projedion j he 
therefore wrote back, propofing a Method of Subfeription to en¬ 
courage k, which the DoHor approv’d of, and therefore publifh’d' 
rhe Gentleman’s Letter in the Weel<ly Journal of February ytli 
1744. The Letter,with what ihtDoIlor fubjoined in the publick 
Print, were as follows. 


Reverend 
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Rexe'end and dear Sir, 

* You did me the Favour fome Weeks fince, to fend me the 
^ Rev. Mr. Sergeant’s Scheme, with your Letter annexed to it, 
*. for promoting Chriftian Knowledge among thr Indians at Hou^ 
‘ fatunnmk, by civilizing and bringing them to a good Opiniont 
‘ of Induftry, Frugality, &c. which 1 very much approve of; 

‘ and the more, becaufe it appears to me, as if he had truly no 
‘ private or perfonal Intereft in View •, but only the Honour of 
‘ his great Mafter, and the beft Welfare of the poor Heathen, 
‘ whom the Father gave him for his Inheritance. And there- 
‘ fore I heartily wifh it Succefs, and hope theDifhculties in raifing 
‘ Money, to carry on fuch an Affair, may be furmounted. 

‘ 1 have been expecting every Day, fince you fent it to me, to 
‘ hear of a Subfcripcion’s going forward on that Account, but 
‘ hear nothing of any fuch Thing at prefent. 

‘ I would therefore humbly propofe, that a Sheet of Paper or* 
^ two may be ftitch’d up at the End of one or more of thofe* 

* printed Letters and a generous Subfoription begun, by a few 
‘ well-difpos’d Gentlemen of Bojion, and handed about from one 
‘ to another to try what may be done that Way : And there 

* every Subfcriber may fee at one View the honeftDefign, judge 

* of it’s Neceffity, and aft accordingly. 

‘ 1 cannot help thinking the generpusBenefadions of theRev*. 
‘ Mr. Hollis,^nd his juft Qbjedbion of the Inadivity of a People 
‘ of fuch a Name for Religion, as we in Hew England, in fuch 
an Affair, will put many to the Blufti, and perhaps fpur them 

* on to bountiful Liberality in this Scheme. I am no Ways 
‘ qualify’d for a Leader my felf, but would willingly follow a 
‘ few Gentlemen who would be more likely to give it a Repu- 

^ tation and Currency, with my Subfeription of- Pounds 

‘ and would ufe my fmall Influence to promote it *, but it muft 
‘ be fomeKow or ocher fee a going, which, when once well done^ 
‘ may be eafily kept alive, and in Motion. I have a great deal 
‘ of Faith that fomething of this. Nature may be attended with 
‘ Succefs, if put into fuch Hands as fliall be fpirited for it, and 
‘ will not he weary in well doing •, b.ut ttir up themfcTves & others 
‘ with a well temper’d Zeal, mixt with Prudence, fo as not to 
‘ give Offence to any who do not think exaftly as they do ; and 
‘ by fuch a Behaviour, fome who may not be welljnclin’d at one 

Time, 
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* Time, may be very well difpos’d at another, to a handfome 
‘ Subfcription. 

* But, thisMethod notwithftanding, I hope it will not be tho’t 
amifs to have a Brief from Authority (if Need be) procur’d 

‘ and promoted in every Church, in this Province, to collet 

* what well difpos’dPeople would be willing to give to encourage 

* an Affair of fuch Importance *, and if, before the Colledion, 
‘ thefe two Letters fhould be read, I am humbly of Opinion it 
‘ would not be impertinent. 

‘ If we really believe the admirable Charms you mention at 

* the Ciofe of yourLetter, have any Reality in them, as I am apt 
‘ to think they have, viz. a right liberal Heart 6? Hand^ no 

* Tongue can fully [peak it I nor enough celebrate it ! Unfpeakable 

* is the Good done to the World by it ! Unfpeakable is that Glory 

* redounding to the Name of Chrijl from it / and alfo the Good to 

* eurjelves in it and from it is Unfpeakable^ both thro* the Life 
‘ w hich now is & that which is to come! Only the Day of Chrift 

* can reveal tbeGlories and Joys awaiting it thro\ a blejfedEternity : 
‘ I fay, if thefe wonderful Truths are duly tho’t of, this pious 

‘ Scheme of Mr. Sergeant will not, cannot, fall to the Ground 

* for want of Money to carry it on, and fupport it from Time 
‘ to Time. I pray God to ftrengthen our Faith in them.— I 
‘ entreat an Intereft in your Prayers, and do affure you that I 
‘ am with great Eftcem and Refped, 

Sir, 

January, Tour very much obliged bumble Servant, 

26ch 1744. --- 

* N. B I think it my Duty to make the moft publickExcufe 

* for the Freedom I take with my honourable Friend in publilbing 

* his Letter, excellent as it is in itfelf without his Leave ; and 
‘ alfo to inform him, and the Publick, that a Book will be ready 
‘ at myHoufe, and at the Shops of Major Henchman, Csi^ujohn 

* Phillips, and Mr. Jofeph Edwards, with blank Leaves annex’d, 
‘ for taking in Subferiptions .* Or if it be defir’d by Perfons in 
‘ other Towns any where thro’ the Province, that like Books 

* be feat to them for the fame End, they fhall be lent. 

Benjamin Colman. 

Dr. Colman wrote to the honourable Commiffioners upon the 
fame Subjed •, of which he gave Mr. Sergeant the following 
Account in a Letter of February 9. 1743>4* To 
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‘ To Day I wrote to Andrew Olivery Efq; Secretary to the 
‘ Commijftomrs for the Indians^ to be communicated to them, irt- 
‘ clofing to them your and my printed Letter, and thefe now 
‘ inclos’d {the foregoing Letter publiflod two Days before, and now 
‘ inclos'd to Mr. Sergeant) praying them to take your Propofal 
‘ into Confideration, and ad as they may fee becoming them in 

* their pniblick and private Capacity, 

It will perhaps be Matter of Surprize to.the Readcr,that when 
fuch an Opportunity prefented, and Subferiptions were urg’d by 
fuch forcible Reafons byDr. Colman, and the Author of the fore- 
goingLetter ; that no Subferiptions were obtain’d in theCountry, 
favc thofe four abovementioned : For I find no Account of any 
more in thePapers before me. All the Reafon I am able to give 
for it is, that theWar with France now came on, which drew the 
Attention of every one, and might difeourage, for the prefenr, 
thofe who were well inclin’d : Stockbridge being an expos’d Place, 
where no fuch Defign could be carried on in Time of War, to 
good Advantage. 

I am fenfible fome worthy Gentlemen, who were pofleft of a 
laudable Concern for the Good of the Indians, apprehended, that 
there was too great a Coldnefs and Indifference in this Cafe, con- 
fidcring the Importance of the Affair, and the happy Profpeft 
there was of its fucceeding, if it had been duly encourag’d j and 
that they were a little impatient on the Account of thofe Excufes 
which were made by feme, from whom Subferiptions were ex¬ 
pected, viz. That we muft not be too hafty, lie. &c. 

One Gentleman in a Letter to Dr. Colman,^ of May 18th ex- 
preffes himfelf thus, 

‘ I am forry the propos’dDraaght for a Subfeription is fohard 

* of Digeftion *, I wifh Gentlemen would not be quite fo over 
‘ nice and exaCt, but leave fome of thePrudentials in the Affair 
‘ to the honourable and Reverend Gentlemen ; who I hope will 

* be appointed, and who will be charitably inclin’d to take upon 

* them the Management of that Affair. 

A Gentleman alfo in a Letter taMr. Sergeant of July 9th 
fays, 

‘ I could have been very glad, that my poor Endeavours with 
‘ RefpeCt to your Scheme to propagate Chriftianity among the 
‘ Indians, had been attended with any Succefs \ but I cannot 

‘ learn 
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‘ learn that any Thing is done, or doing, about it •, and it 
‘ 'feems to me to be as dead at prefent as if k had never been in 

* Motion. I have met with feveral Checks for being too hafty 

^ in the Affair.-Our Backvvardnefs to generous Adions for 

‘ the Good of our fellow Creatures,notwithilanding the excellent 
‘ Rules of Charity prefcrib’d in Chriftianity, and enforc’d by fo 
‘ many powerful Reafons, is a mod: convincing Argument, chat 
‘ the Spirit of pure and undcfil’d Religion but little prevails, 

* where the Form of it appears.”-* 

I am ready to think that any one, who is well acquainted with 
this Affair, and is impartial in theCafc, will judge, that a gene¬ 
rous Subfcription to promote fuch a noble Defign, would have 
well became a People of our Profeffion : The Rev. and generous 
Mr.when he was made acquainted with Mr.SERGEAXT’s 
Scheme, difeOver’d a very different Spirit from what appear’d 
among us. Before Mr. Sergeant’s Letter, and Dr. Coiman\ 
Recommendation of it, were made publick in this Country, in 
Jpril y. 1743. Mr. Sergeant in aLettcr toMr. Hollis.^ inform’d 
him of his Defign of feting up a Boarding'School. Mn Hollis^ ;r? 
his Anfwcr of December T,\.h 1743^ in a moft effedlual Manner, 
ihews his Approbation of it, in the following Worlds. 

‘ I am pleas’d with your Propofal about fecting up a Boarding- 
*• School for Indian Children. I like it well. May it pleafe the 
‘ Lord to incline the Hearts of many to contribute towards it. 

‘ I defire you would take up for me 12 Boys afrefb, about the 
‘ Age of Q, 10, IT, or 12 Years, and let them li^ totally main- 
‘ tain’d at my Expence, with Food and Raiment, Education and 
‘ the like. There may be fiill a confiderable Sum of Money in 
‘ the Hands of QoX. Wtndell \ pieaic to apply to him on my Ac- 
‘ count for what you wahcj and I will furnifii more as there may 

be Oetafion'for it.-——- 

N. B. I would have none hut Boys educated for me •, but 

* it may be well if a Number of Girls could be educated on the 

® Account of feme others.—’ ' ‘ ; 

Dr. Colman m a Letter inform’d a certain Gentleman An his^ 
Neighbourhood of Mr. Hollises Generofity, who in his Anfwer^ 
to the expVeffes hirhfelf thus. ‘ . - * 

This extraordinary additional Bounty of that Reverend Gen- 
‘ tleman, I hope wdll quicken the Gentlemen here concern’d in 

‘ putting 
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* putting forward Subfcriptions. Is it not amazing to find on6 
‘ fingle Gentleman (and that a Stranger too) fo ready and fiee 
‘ to be at the Expence of fupporting 24 Boys, without any Jea- 
‘ loufy of hisCharity’s being mifapply’d, and this whok Land fo 
‘ backward to fupport an equal Number of G/Wi, when it is fo 
‘ vaftly more our Duty than any Bodies clfe ? May not a little 
‘ Impatience here be a Virtue 

To Mr. Hollish Letter, December 5. 1743, Mr. Sergeant 
wrote an July 2. In which, after his grateful Acknow-r 

ment of Mr. Hollish Generofity, and his hearty Wilhes that a full 
Reward might be given him, by that God who is well pleased 
with fuch Sacrificei, he informs him, that the projeded Method 
of a Boarding-School was the beft he could devife for the Good of 

the Indians^ and then adds,-‘ The W^ar with France falls out 

‘ unhappily for this Defign. We arc fituated upon the Borders 
‘ of the Maffachufetts Province, open to the French Settlements, 

« and in the Road where the French and Indians us’d to make 

* their Irruptions •, but have been hitherto, thro’ the Goodnefs 
of God, preferv’d.—However, for the prefent, I believe, it will 

« not be tho’t prudent to be at any .Expence in the Affair of the 
« Boarding-School, My Houfe is garrifon’d ; a Number of Sol- 
' diets are lent into the Town j—and Frovifions are fcarce : fo 
that I know not what can be done for your Boys juft now. We 
‘ are, for the prefent, in fuch Confufion & Uncertainty, byRca- 
‘ Ion of the War, that it is difficult to fay what is beft to be 
‘ done j a little longer Time will probably dired us what Steps 
‘ are beft to be taken. As foon as may be, I ftiall gladly prole- 
‘ cute your pious Defign.—* 

In a Letter alfo to Dr. Colman of June 29th, he fays, 

‘ As for our Defign here, I believe, it will not be tho’t’ prudent 
to put any Thing in Execution for the prefent, till wc fee a 
« little how the Affair of the War will turn. 

Thus ceas’d this important Affair of the Boarding-School for 
the prefent,and nothing more was here done about it till theYear 
1747. But, in the mean Time, fome Things were aded in Fa¬ 
vour of it in England, by fome generous and publick fpirited Per- 
fons to whom X>t Cclman had font Mr. Sergeant’s printed 
Lmer,and his own Return or Recommendation of it: of which 
1 mail give fome Account in its proper Place : Only obferving 
Q here. 
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here, that it was a Grief to Mr. Sergeant, that he could not 
ftow proceed in it j but he hop’d for a more favourable Oppor¬ 
tunity.— In a Letter to Dr. Colman of Nsvmher 7th heexpreffes 
thus, 

‘ ft will be a great Grief to me, If we fliould not be able to 

• accompli (h the Defign 1 have projeded.— To God’s Power 

• and Grace I refer it.— 

This Projedion of a Boarding-School, and the Pains Mr. Ser- 
CEANT was at to promote it, took up a confiderable Part of his 
Time and Thoughts ; for it lay very near his Heart: But,at the 
fame Time, he profecuced his Work among the Indians with In- 
duffry and Faithfulnefs ; and a very hard Service he had of it. 
For, having a mix’d Auditory, he was obliged, on each Part of 
every Lord’s-Day, both to pray and preach in the Englifl) and 
Indian Language, that all might profit by his Miniftry. He 
hirhfelf efteem’d his Work to be double on this Account, and 
Us’d-it as one Argument, with the honourable Commijfioners, to 
move them to make fonie Addition to his Salary, which was 
very fmall. His Words are ‘My Labour, by being oblig’d' 

• ‘to preach in Indian, I fuppofe, is double to what it would be, 
‘ ‘If niy Hearers underftood Engiifhl — And I apprehend it was 
hiofc than double ; for he wrote every Word he delivered to 
the Indians fas he further takes Notice in that Letterand that 
he might be very exad, he did, for a confiderable Time, keep 
an Interpreter by him two Days in a Week, at his own Coft, to 

him in theTranflation of hisSermons into the /»iw»Tongue. 
And befides, the Indians, being very ignorant, and not able to 
gain Knowledge by Reading, as thofe who can read may do, he 
was oblig’d to fpend much of his Time in converfing privately 
with them, that thereby he might infufe Knowledge into their 
Minds; which having been fo long, as an uncultivated Soil, 
wanted more abundant Labour. He was indeed a rare Inflance 
of Diligence, Induftry, and Painfulnefs, in his Work; and the 
Pains he took for the Good of the poor Natives are not to be 
exprefs’d. 

In the Clofe of this Year,Dr. Colman again refrefh’dhis Spirit, 
by fending him a fmall Sum.— ‘ Pleafe Sir, (fays the BoSor in 
a Letter of November 17th) to accept the ten Pounds inclos’d for 
you/ for which Mr. Sergeant return’d his grateful Acknow¬ 
ledgments 
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kdgments in a Letter of Decemher ii.-— ‘ I have receiv’d your 
* moft obliging Letter—and the tm Pounds inclos’d, which I 
‘ accept with great Thankfulnefs. I return Praife to God in the 
firft Place, as the original Author of fcvery good Thing j and 
‘ in the next Place to you, who have been made, under him, 
‘ the Inftrument of many Kindnefles to me. You have my fer- 
‘ vent Prayers in Return, fpringing from an Heart deeply fen- 
‘ fible of the Kindnefs of God to me, by your Beneficence. May 
'*• the Smiles and Joy of God to you be the Recompence of thofc 
‘ repeated Favours, with which you have fo often refrefli’d my 
‘ Bowels.’ 

As Mr. Sergeant was laborious and faithful in the Work to 
which he was call’d fo there is good Reafon to conclude, that 
he was fuccefsful therein : not only from the Increafe of Know¬ 
ledge, and a vifible Reformation among the Indians •, but alfo 
from the Temper of Mind fome of them difeover’d at the Time 
of their Death, fome Inftances of which I have given above, 
and fhall here add two or three more, by fuggefting a few Hints 
concerning fome young Perfons who died this Year, and the 
Beginning of the next. The very brief Account which Mr.SER- 
GEANT, in his Journal, gives of them is as follows— ‘ May 22. 

‘ died a young Perfon, not baptifed ; but expreffing a ferious 
‘ Difpofition of Mind. He was much in Prayer in hisSicknefs ; 
‘ deaf, and not able to fpeak much •, but, juft before he died, 
‘ took his Father by the Hand, exhorted him to mind Religion, 
« to get baptifed ; faid,he hoped forHappinefs,fpake tbef^bings 
‘ plain, and then died. January 19. 1745,6. This Week died 
‘ Katharine, Kunkapot\ eldeft Daughter, with good Hope of fu- 
‘ ture Happinefs, and without any Fears of Death. Peb, 16. 
‘ This Week died Kewaunnoahkub, Daughter of Naunaunekennuk^ 
« with a ftrong Hope of eternal Life.* What a defireabie Sight 
was it to behold fuch young Perfons, who, a little before, were 
Strangers to divine Things, leaving the World with fuch a com¬ 
fortable Hope of a glorious Immortality ? 

The honourable Corporation for Indian Affairs in London, to 
vihomDv.Colman had fent Mr. Serge ant’s printed Letter, and his 
ownRecommendation of it, received it *, and their Treafurer,m a 
Letter to the honourable Andrew Oliver, Efq*, Secretary to their 
honourable Commijfioners in Bojion, inform’d tdm, that Mr. Ser- 
Q. 2 geant’s 
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giant’s Propofal had gain’d the Approbation of the Society in 
London •, that they were inclin’d to contribute to it ; and that 
when there fliould be a Profped of its taking EfFed, they would 
confider the Matter, and encourage it as they conveniently 
could. This LetterMr. 0//Ter communicated toMr. Sergeant, 
who wrote to the honourable Corporation^ informing them, that 
the Affair of the Boarding' School had been delay’d by Reafon of 
•the IVar \ that the Founding of it would coft a confiderableSum, 
tho’ he hop’d it might, afterwards, be carried on wdth but little 
Charge *, that, upon a Computation made, it was tho’t, that 
iwo Hundred Pounds Sterling would be needful; that he purpofed 
to proceed in that Affair, as far as prefent Circumftances would 
admit *, and concluded by humbly recommending it to the fa¬ 
vourable. Notice and Encouragement of that honourable Corpo¬ 
ration, But 1 find not, among his Papers, any Anfwer to this 
Letter, nor any Account of Money advanced by the Corporation 
for that Bufinefs ; and therefore fuppofe Nothing was done by 
them, while Mr. Sergeant liv’d. Perhaps his Letter, in Time 
of War, might fail of reaching the Corporation. 

Another of thofe propofals for a Boarding- School was fcnt to 
Dr. WaliSy the Effcfl: of which Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant of in a Letter of May 21.--— ‘ I am now, dear Sir, 

* (fays the Doctor) to inform you, that laft Night I receiv’d a 
‘ Letter from Dr. IFatts, dated March 26, wherein he fays to 

* me, I have your Letter from Mr. Sergeant, and have made 
‘ a fmall Colleftion among a few Friends for his Defign, and 
‘ pious Work in the Education of fome of the neighbouring In- 

* dians % and now I inclofc a Bill of Exchange to you, for /evenly 

* Pounds your Currency, from Mr. Henry Ca/well of Bojlon., 
‘ Merchant.* So he faluies Mr. Sergeant, and wilhes him Suc- 
‘ cefs. I rejoice with you. Sir,in this firftFruit.’ And in aLctter 
of June 10. the Doctor fays,— ‘ 1 lately inform’d you of a Bill 
‘ lot feventy Pounds our Currency, from the excellent Dr. Watts 

* of London^—Tht Money is in my Scriptore, wrote upon from 
« him to you. I lhall be glad to forward a Letter of Thanks 

* from you to him-’-^—Accordingly, Mr. Sergeant, in his next 
‘ Letter to V>v.\Colmanr fays ‘ I have inclos’d a Letter, fuch 

* as it is, for Dr. Watts •, be pleas’d to forward it to him with 
‘ as much Safety as you can* and as foon as may be.’ Of this 

Letter 
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Letter to Dr. IVatts^ and of many others which Mr. Sergeani* 
wrote to one and another, I find no Copies, which lays me under 
no fmallDifadvantage in myEndeavours to give a good Account 
of thefe Things. 

Capt. Thomas Coram of London^2iGent\tmzr\ who has difcover’d 
a generous and noble Spirit in divers Projedlions for the Benefit 
of the Naiion, and for the Good of Mankind, in fome of which 
he happily fucceeded, receiv’d from Dx-Colman Mr. Sergeant’s 
Propofal for a Boarding-School. When he had read the Scheme, 
he was very much pleas’d with it ; and in a Letter datedZ.o»^/c», 
January 2g, he gave the DoPlor Thanks for the Book, f and 
allured him that he had taken no fmall Pains to promote that 
good Work •, and that he entertain’d Hopes, that the Prince of 
fVales would encourage that pious Defign by becoming the firft 
Subferiber. 

Of this Dr, inform’d Mr. Sergeant in a Letter of 

May 7, which much reviv’d his Hopes refpeding his Boarding- 
School ; and in his Anfwer of May 29, he fays to the DoSior : 

‘ Mx. Coram fhewn an excellent and moft generous Spirit in 
‘ the Matter, for which I thank God ; and defire you, when 

* you write to him again, to give him my moft hearty Thanks; 

‘ for the Pains he has taken in this Affair *, which I hope will 

* add to the Weight and Glory of that Crown of Righteoufnefs 
‘ which waits for him, when he has finifhed the Work defign’d 
‘ him by Providence. And if he fucceeds in this, it may per- 
‘ haps appear worthy to be the laft Service of fo induftrious a 
‘ Labourer for the Good of others. If the Prince of Wales leads 
^ in the Subfeription, it looks probable that it may fccure the 
‘ Succefs of thatDefign, 1 have fo earneftly defir’d to fee accom- 
‘ plifh’d. I am waiting to put fomething in Execution among 
‘ the pious and liberal in our own Country^ when the Face of 
‘ Things, in divine Providence, fhall appear encouraging.’— 

Capt. Coram was fo charm’d (to ufe his own Expreflion) with 
Mr. Sergeant’s Undertaking, that he exerted himfelf abun¬ 
dantly to promote it. He firft got a Book bound, and a proper 
Preamble writ in it forBenefadfors to Subferibe to, for thcBenefit 
of Mr. Sergeant’s School: Then he applied to fome wealthy 

Perfons, 

f Mr. Sergeant’s printed Letter and Dr, Colman's 'Recsmmendatkn make a 
fmali Book. 
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PerfonSj both in City and Country : And tho’ he found many, 
who expreffed their Wiilingnefs to encourage fo good a Defign, 
by their Contributions 5 yet he could find no Perfon who was 
willing his Name Ihould ftand firfl; in the Subfeription: but all 
chofe to fubferibe after it was well begun by fome proper Perfon. 
Thefe Objections put this generous Gentleman upon the tho’t of 
prefering a Petition to His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales^ 
that he would honour & encourage this nobleDefign, by placing 
his Name at the Head of the Subfeription. He therefore pre¬ 
par’d the following Petition for that End. 

To His Royal Highnefs the Prince of WaleSy 

The humble Petition of Thomas Coram^ Gentleman, moft 
humbly fheweth, 

That, in the Reigns of King William, and Queen Anne, your 
Petitioner tranfaded Affairs of Commerce in His Majesty's Plan¬ 
tations, in North-America where he refided many Years, and 
conftantly endeavoured to promote the Honour of the Crown 
and the Good of the Publick ; fome of which Endeavours were 
crowned with Succefs, to the lading Benefit of this Kingdom : 

That during his Refidence in thefe Parts, he obferv’d with 
Attention that many Advantages, that might and ought to have 
been long fince fecured there, greatly for the Honour of the 
Crown, and theBenefit of His Majefty’s Kingdoms, have hitherto 
been grofly obftruded or negleded ; particularly that of gaining 
over the manyTribes of the Heathen Indian Natives, in the vaft 
Wildernefs behind the Britijh Settlements mNew- England,to the 
Intereft of the Britijh Nation, and to the Knowledge & Love of 
Chrijiianity, who, if well rreated, and properly inftrufted by fit 
Perfons, refiding continually among them, would be effedually 
attacht to the Britijh Intereft in all future Times, and prove of 
vaft Service to the Crown, efpecialiy inTime of War with 
whofe MiJJionaries conftantly refide among their neighbouring 
Tribes of Indians near the French Settlements in Canada, and, in- 
ftruding them in the Irmch Intereft, render them very ufeful to 
the French in their Wars, and as injurious to the Britijh Subjeds 
in the faid Plantations : 

That Mr. John Sergeant, a Gentleman of great Probity, 
Piety, and Learning, fettled at Houfatunnuk, one of the further- 
moft out Parts of the Briiijh Habitations in New-England, on 

the 
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the Borders of faid Wildernefs, being deeply touched with Com- 
paffion for the miferable State of Ignorance and Heatbenifm of 
thofe many Tribes of poor Indians^&nd duly fenfible of theTruth 
of the Prcmifles, has form’d an txctlknt Scheme for the Education 
of a Number of thofe Indian Children, in fuch Manner as may, 
by Degrees, raife them into the Condition of a civil &induftrious 
People,and introduce the Englijh Language among them, inflead 
of their own barbarous Jargon,and inftrudt them in thePrinciples 
of Religion and Vertue ; and will himfelf and Family conftantly 
refide among them, and apply his Time and beft Endeavours, 
for the moft efFe<5tual carrying the fame into Execution, whereby, 
in a Courfe of Years, a Way may, by God’s Bleffing, be opebed 
for the Propagation of Cbriftianity to the remoteft of theirTribes : 

That this noble Defign cannot, in its Nature, be carried for¬ 
ward without confiderable Expence ; the furnifhing whereof de¬ 
pends, under God,onthe charitableContributions of wcll'difpofed 
People j and many worthy Perfons of both Sexes, in and near 
London^ defirpus to promote the fame, have declared their Inten¬ 
tions to contribute liberally towards carrying on and fupporting 
thereof, when a Subfeription and Coliedion for it fhall be pro¬ 
perly begun. 

And for as much as this Undertaking would be greatly en¬ 
couraged by your Royal Highnef}*s gracioufly vouchfafeing to 
become the firft Subferiber and Contributer thereto,and many of 
His Majefty^s goodSubjeds be induced to give the more liberally: 

May it therefore pleafe your Royal Higbnefs to take the Pre- 
miffes into Conlideration, and gracioufly condefeend to become 
the firft Subferiber and Contributer to the fame. 

And your Petitioner Jhall ever Pray^ &c. 

T. C. 

This Petition, with a Letter, and the Subfeription Book, Capt. 
Coram fent to Col. John Shute^ Privy Purfe toHis Royal Higbnefs^ 
with whom he was well acquainted, who was then about twenty 
Miles from London^ defiring him to lay them before the Prince of 
Wales. But his Circumftances would not then admit of his going 
to the Prince. The Colonel therefore fent the Letter, Petition, 
and Subfeription Book, to the Rev. Dr. Ayfeougby Clerk of the 
Clofet, and firft Chaplain to his Royal Higbnefs^ defiring him to 
folicit the Prince to become the firft Subferibep. 


The 
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The Do 3 Ior had no fooner laid thefc Things before his Royal 
Higknefs^ but he declared himfelf ready and free to errcourage fo 
good and. laudable a Defign, plac’d his Name at the Head of 
the Subfcription, and gave 20 Guineas for the Encouragement of 
the Boarding-School^\N\\\ch was paid toMr. Coram, Dr. Ayfcough 
alfo let him know, that he himfelf defign’d to make a Prefent of 
a Bible to the Congregation at Stockbridge, which he foon after 
did •, one of the largeft Sort, finely Gilt, bound up in three Vol. 
large Folio, which now adorns the Pulpit at Stockbridge^ and is 
made ufc of for the Benefit of that Congregation, every Lord's- 
Day. 

While thefe Things were doing, Capt. Coram tho’t himfelf ob- 
Jig’d to let Dr. Ayfcough know, that this Mr. Sergeant was a 
Dijfenling Minifter, and not of the Church of England. The 
DoSlor rcply’d ‘ What if he be a Dijfenter ? He is a goodMan, 

* and that is every Thing. It is Time thofe Difiindions fhould 

* be laid afide, and not make them where there is none, and the 

* Partition Wall thrown down ; that Chriftians might love one 

* another : That he lov’d all goodMen alike, let them beChurch- 

* men or Dijfeniers.* 

A noble, generous and catholick Spirit the Doblor herein dif- 
cover’d ; and were all Minifters, of every Denomination, of fuch 
an excellent Temper, we fhould foon all join Hands to remove 
the Partition Wall, which has fo long divided, and weakned the 
Church of Chriji ; and unite in cultivating and cftablifhing that 
LoVe and Unity the Gofpel of Chrifi fo abundantly recommends 
to us, and which is both the Strength and Beauty of theChriftian 
Church. The Doblor alfo wrote a very kind and obliging Letter 
to Mr. Sergeant, which, if it prove as grateful to the Reader 
as it was to him, and is to me, I fhall think my Time well fpent 
in tranferibing. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ I have perufed, with great Satisfaflion, your Letter to Dr. 

‘ Colman^ concerning your Propofal of a more efFcdual Method 
‘ of converting the Indians, in your Neighbourhood, to Chrif- 
« tianicy. I likewife had fuch an Account of your good Inten- 
‘ tions and Abilities fromMr. Belcher, Mr. Coram, and fome other 
« of your Friends, that I could not forbear writing to you, both 

* to fhew my Approbation of your Defign, and to you of 

^ ‘ my 
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^ my encouraging, arrd aflifting if, to the utmofl: oF my Power. 
‘ I have recommended it to my Royal Mafier the Prime oi Waies^ 
‘ who, with his ufual Goodnefs, has contributed towards it; and 
‘ you may depend upon my promoting it with all the Zeal that 
‘ fo pious and ufeful an Undertaking requires & defcrves. Pray 
‘ God give you Succefs in it. But whatever the Event of your 
‘ Labours may be, you may be fure of the Reward of them, 
‘ from that good Being from whom only, i dare fay, you expe( 5 fe 
‘ it. Pray God blefs and profper you, and as many (let them 
‘ be of whatfoever Denomination) who lo*ue our Lord Jefus Chrift 
‘ in Sincerity. I ar/i^ good Sir, 

Tour affeSiionate Broiher 
London, May 20. 1746. and humble Servant, 

Francis Ayfeough, 

Capt. Coram, having fucceeded fo well with the Prince, in the 
next Place apply’d to the Duke of Cumberland, by the Right Hon. 
Mr. Points, defiring he would contribute ten Guineas. The 
Duke generoufly reply’d, ‘ It would be Shameful to give fo fmall 
‘ a Sum to fo good a Purpofe,’ and fubferib’d Twenty. The 
Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Dorfet, and the L ord Gower gave 
each five Guineas. And here, fo far as 1 can learn, this well 
begun Subfeription ended, which every one who reads the fore¬ 
going Account will be furpriz’d at, unlefs I relate the OccaJfion 
of it, otherwife 1 fhould have pafs’d it over in Silence. 

A certain Gentleman in London, and a Lady of his Acquain¬ 
tance, (which Lady Capt. Coram had before apply’d to, to be¬ 
come the firft Subferiber ) had inform’d the Captain, that, when 
the Subfeription was well begun, they would contribute to that 
good Defign. He therefore now wrote to the Gentleman, ac¬ 
quainted him with the Succefs he had met with, fent him a Copy 
of the above Petition to the Prince, and inform’d him, that he 
defign’d to wait upon the Lady for her Subfeription. The Gen¬ 
tleman fent back the Petition to Mr. Coram, and wrote to him, 
letting him know, that his Condu^ had been fuch, that neither 
the Lady^ nor he would have any Thing more to fay to him. 
This Treatment gave the good Gentleman fuch a Difguff, that* 
he proceeded no further. And, in a Letter of May lo, he' 
fays to M;. Sergeant, — ‘ I really believe I fhould have got tetr 
‘ Times as much as I have, if I had not been prevented by that 
* unhandfome Ufage.* R ^hat= 
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^ What a Pity is it, that a Subfcription to encourage fuch a 
pious and noble Defign, that had fo good a Lead, and fuch a 
fair Profpeft of iucceeding, fhould be put by becaufe of the ill 
Ufage one or two Perfons offered to the generous Promoter of it ? 
Would not one have tho*t, that feeing that Gentleman *& Lady 
fail’d, there was the more Need of applying to others, who had 
given Encouragement, that they would fmiic upon the Affair by 
their free Contributions ? And is it not more than probable, that 
the Example of His jRiPya/ Highnefs the Prince of fVaks, of the 
Duke of Cumberland his Brother, and alfo of the noble Perfons 
who had fubferib’d, would have induced many to free and libe¬ 
ral Contributions to fuch an excellent and pious Defign ? 

What Capt. Coram colleded, he fent to Mr. Wallis of Boiiotp, 
by whom it came to Mr Sergeant’s Hand. He wrote alfo a 
very large Letter, dated London^ May lo, in which he inform’d 
Mr. Sergeant of his Proceeding, in all the foregoing Steps ; 
which Mr. Sergeant receiv’d January 1747 *, when I find in 
his Journal thefe fhort Hints, * Received Letters from London 

• informing of a Benefadlion for the Indians School ♦,—went to 
*• Bofion to take Care of it.— The Prince of Wales fubferib’d 20. 

• Guineas.*- 

A grateful Senfe of Dr. JyfcougFs Generofity, Kindnefs and 
Condefeention, oblig’d Mr. Sergeant to write to him vvithouc 
Delay. The Copy of his Letter bearsDatc January 24. 1746,7. 
and is as follows. 

Reverend Sir, 

‘ W^ith great Satisfaction,and much Gratitude, I receiv’d your 
‘ moft obliging Favour of May 20. 1746. afTuring me of your 
‘ approving of my Defign, publifhed in my Letter to Dr.Colman^ 

• and of your Readinefs to promote it, to the utmoft of your 

• Power. I amextreamly oblig’d to that good Gentleman, Mr. 
‘ Coram, for making you acquainted with it, and to you for 
® recommending it to His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales ; 

• and think it my Duty to return you my moft hearty Thanks 

• for this Inftance of your Goodnefs : and am very glad of this 
‘ Advantage put into my Hands, to promote a Spirit of Loyalty 

• in the Indians, to His Majefty, whofe Subjects they now readily 

• profefs themfeives to be \ and there is no Doubt but fuch In- 

® fiances of Rcyal Bounty,well improv’d, will have a good EffeCl, 
« to attach the Indians to the Britijh intereft. ‘ Your 
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‘ Your own Gift to our Congregation-, I thankfully accept^ 
‘ both as an Inftance of your Goodnefs, and Piety. As it ever 
* has been, fo it will, I truft, ftill be, my zealous Endeavour to 
‘ communicate to this poor People the pure Do6lrines of God, 

‘ and the Words of eternal Life, as they are contain’d in the 
‘ holy Scriptures ; ever praying that they may be made wife to 
‘ Salvation by them. 

‘ I am much oblig’d to myFriends,that they have recommened 
‘ me, in fo advantageous a Manner, to Gentlemen of fo diftin- 
‘ guifhed and high Stations as yours ; and yet I cannot, without 
‘ Rcludance, receive theirCompliments. To be fure, Dr. Colmatt 
‘ has fpoken too highly of me, and I wifh fomc Things he has 
‘ faid had been fupprefled. Mr. Belcher was ever exceeding 
‘ kind to me, and highly deferv’d of the Indians, having taken 
‘ great Pains, while he was in the Chair of this Government, to 
‘ promote Chriftianity among them, and to engage them in the 
‘ Britijh latcreft : And it is a great Pleafurc so me, that he ha^ 
‘ not forgot his former Kindnefs. To his pious Zeal to promote 
‘ this Intereft, I attribute his kind Partiality towards me. 

‘ This Defign I look upon to be of great Importance, and 
‘ am greatly encouraged in the Undertaking, in that it has ob- 
‘ tain’d the Approbation and good Influence of a Gentleman of 
‘ your Character and Station, which give you fo much Ad van- 
‘ tage to promote it. I have written largely to Mr. Coram, who 
‘ will gladly embrace an Opportunity to communicate to you, 

‘ what I have written to him. 

‘ It is with great Satisfadion I obferve the Goodnefs, theCan- 
‘ dour & pious Difpofition of your Mind, which certainly muft 
‘ be approv’d by that good Being, who is the Father of the Uni* 
‘ verfe, and the great Saviour of thcWorld, who has given him- 
‘ fclf a Ranfom for all. May his Kingdom be enlarged, and the 
‘ Fulnefs of the Gentiles brought into his holy Church. I have 
‘ had large Experience of the Truth of his gracious Promifes, 
‘ and eftcem your kind and condefeending Notice of me, as an 
‘ inftance of the Fulfilment of his Promife to them that deny 
‘ themfelves for his, and the Gofpel’s Sake. May he gracioufiy 

* confider this Inftance of your Kindnefs, as an A <51 of Charity 

* done to himfelf, when he fliall come to judge the World, 
‘ bringing his Rewards with him. How happy would it be for 

z ‘ the 
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* the BriiiJhlSmon^ if the Miniftcrs of Religion, of every Deno- 
‘ mination, were endow’d with the fame Candor and pious Dif- 
‘ poficion ? Then our unhappy party Diftindlions would be foon 
‘ iorgotten. May the fame divine Temper, by your happy In- 
‘ fluence,. diffufe itfelf among all Orders, promoted by the Ex- 
‘ ample of a Pnnre of fo many amiable Virtues, as adorn His 

* Royal Higbnefs i\\& Prince of Wales. Excule me, Sir, that I 

* hope you will favour me with your future Correfpondence, 

* which I fhall efteem a great Honour done to, 

To the Rev. Dr. Ayfeough.^ Reverend Sir^ 

Clerk of the Clofet to his Royal Tour obliged 

Higbnefs Prince of Wales,Humble Servant., 

JOHN SERGEANT. 
He alfo wrote a very large Letter to Capt. Coram, dated Jan. 
%2. In which he gives a confiderable Account of his Miffion to 
the. Indians, and of his Succefs in that Bufinefs. It will therefore 
doubtlefs be grateful to the Reader to be entertain’d with the 
whole of it. 

Sir, 

* Your moft obliging Letter of May l o. 1746, containing an 

* Account of your generous Endeavours to promote the De%n 
^ of tuy publickPropofal for the Indians, I have juft now receiv’d ; 
‘ together with the Invoice of the Particulars you have fenc to 

* the Care of Mr. Wallis in Bofion. By Dr. Colmanh Favour, I 

* was before, in fome Meafure, acquainted with your Zeal, your 

* generous Concern & Pains for us i which gave me great Satis- 

* faff ion, ^ mov’d both myThankfgivings toGod & Prayers for 
‘ you. But your Letter, containing an Account of your La- 

* hours in this Affair, gives me fuch an Opinion of your Good- 

* nefs as exceeds what I could readily have imagined. It is a 

* great Pieafure to me, that you feem to be mov’d with fo ge- 
‘ nerous a Spirit, and fo much above the narrow and niggardly 

* Conceptions of Bigots ; which Temper is as great an Abhor- 
‘ rence to my Mind as it can be to yours, And I am fure the 
‘ Pieafure you take, in fqch generousLabours for Mankind, muff 
« be as much above the little Satisfadfion of Bigots, in promoting 
‘ their own party Schemes, as the Temper with which you are 
‘ aduated is preferable to theirs. And your Reward with God 
‘ will be in Proportion to the Excellency of that Charity that 

‘ moves 
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‘ moves you, in your generous J^abours for us. Nothing, to be 

* fure, could have been better defjgn’d than ip get thole great 

< Perfons you applied to, to honour the Pefign with their Sub- 
‘ feriptions : And that it has been favour’d ip our excellent R^yal 

* Family, is by me efteem’d an additional Obligation of Duty to 
‘ endeavour to promote a Spirit- pf Loyalty in thefar 
‘ as my Influence now, or^ny Tirnp flei-eafter, may reach, : j 

‘ It is now a little mpre than eleven Years finee I wasflrft fet- 
‘ tied in this Part ol the Country, with a Deflgn to profelite the 
‘ Indians to the Chriftian Faith. Having fpent Part of the fore- 
‘ going Year wkh them, in twp Vifits I made them, I found 

< foch Encouragement as induced me tq devote myfelf to this 
‘ Service : And have uow> with a great deaf of Pains, gain’d 
‘ fuch an Apquaintanee with their barbarous Language as to 
‘ converfe with them in it *, and with a little Afllftance, in my 
‘ Study, from an Interpreter, to preach to them, and to read 
^ Prayers,which I have,c.ompofed for theipubhck Worlhip,which 
‘ they attend as eonflantly asPcople generally doinEngliihAflem- 
‘ blies. TheirLanguage is e#reamly hardto karCjand perhaps I 
‘ fhall never be a thoro’ Mafler of it; there never having been 
‘ any EurQf^^n that ever was, except pne or two, and they, learn’d 

it when foey were Children. But the young People among 
‘ them learn Englijh wefl i mpft pf them fn thisFlace underftand 
a great deal of it, and fpme fpeak it freely & corredi:ly. There 
‘ are many that can read EngUJh well, and fpnae are abl& ta 
^ write. When I came into thefe Parts firfl they were much 
‘ difperfed, four or five Families in a Place, and often moving 
‘ from Place to Plape. They are now gathered together at this 
‘ Place, and are much more fixed than they ufedto be. Inftead 
‘ of their Bark Hutes, they own feventcen Houfes, fifteen 
‘ of which they have built themCd-yes at their own Coft, and 
‘ fpme of them are comfortably furnifhed with Houiliald Stuff. 

‘ There were in this Place but eight or ten Families when I lirfi: 

‘ came, w? pow reckon nearFifty befides old People & tranfient 
‘ young Perfpns. The Famihea indeed are but fmail, as is com- 

* mop among fo® Natives. Neaf half that are born die in In- 
‘ fancy or .CbildhQod, which I attrihuce to .their Manner of Liv- 
‘ ing, and want of fuitable Medicinc-S in Time of Sicknefs. The 
f grown l^eopic abundantly .die yyifeh Confumptions,begun with 

I violent 
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‘ vicxlent Colds. The moftof the fettled Families in ourNcigh- 
‘ bourhood are gathered to this Place, and the greater Part of 
‘ them have received Baptifm. OurNumber increafes fromTime 
‘ to Time by the Addition of new Families, efpecially of thofe 
‘ who are kindly difpos’d to Chriftianity. It is probable, we 
f Ihould have had more of them before now, if there had not 
‘ comt iorntMusravian Preachers among fome of them near to us. 

I do not pfetend to fo much Acquaintance with that Sort of 
‘ People, as-to pals any pofitive Judgment about them *, the 
‘ Converts they have made, are, I think, Enthufiaftick & bigot- 
‘ ted. I'hey have rendred themfelves fo much fufpeded in the 
‘ Governments'of and ConneBicut^ that they would 

‘ not'tolerate them within their Bounds. They refufed to take 
‘ the Oath of Allegiance to King George, or even the Quakers 
‘ folemn Declaration. What was the Meaning of this I cannot 
‘ tell. They drew off a Number of Indians from thefe Parts, 

‘ and fome from this Place to Penfylvanta, We have of Indians 
‘ in regular handing in theChurch 55', i Males and 22 Females, 
‘ befides five or fix under a temporary Sufpenfion from thcGom- 
‘ munion, fome of which I hope may be recovered to Repen- 
‘ tance. Out of our Communion have died eight or nine, mofl: 
‘ of whom feem to me to have left the World with a gd6d 
‘ Chriftian Temper, and with a well grounded Hope, befides 
‘ fome other younger Perfons, I could not but hope well of. 
‘ The Succefs I have had, thro’the divine Blefling, has been 
‘ tho*c as great as has attended any late Attempt of this Kind, 
‘ and yet I have nothing to boaft of j but have Reafon to be 
‘ humbled, that my Labours have been fo much blafted : I am 
‘ fare nothing afieds me with more Grief than to obferve the 
‘ little Fruit of my Labours, dome of thofe who have appear’d 
‘ the moft promifing Converts, have, to my great Grief, and, 

‘ fome Times, even ro my Aftonifhment, ftrangely fallen away, 

‘ which has almoft wholly difeouraged my further Attempts, 
‘ The Truth is, the Indians are, perhaps, as fickle and irrefolute 
‘ in their Determinations, as any People in the World : And 
‘ when they feem to be wholly recovered from their Vice, eafily 
‘ rdapfe into their foolifh & wicked national Habits. I fpeak 
‘ of the Tribe to which I Minifter, and fuppofe the fame Tern-' 
* per generally prevails among all the American Indians, Lhdr 

‘ great 
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* great national and fundamental VJces are, Idlenefs and Drunk- 
‘ ennefs, which are a great Obftrudtion to the Propagation of 
‘ Chriftianity among them, with any due & lafting Effed. Be- 
‘ fides, there is an almoft univerfal Jealoufy fpread among the 
‘ Tribes of Indians^ and a Sufpicion of the Englijh. ‘ This, I am 
‘ fare, is in a great Meafure the EfFc( 5 t: of French Policy and the 
‘ Work of their Miffionarics. 

‘ I cannot think of any Method more likely to conquer thefe 
‘ Difficulties, and to lay the Foundation for the larger Spreading 
‘ of the Gofpel, or attaching the Indians to i\\tBritilh Intereft, 
‘ than what I have publickly propos’d. If it pleafe God to give 
‘ it Effect, it may, in Timc,be a Means of a great Deal of Good : 

* And yet, I dare not promife myfelf fuddenly any extraordinary 
‘ Succefs from it. I leenoWay that will, in humanProbability, 
‘ corre< 5 l fo fuccefsfully their national Habits, as this 1 have pro- 
‘ pofed. It is not eafy for thofe, who are not acquainted with 
‘ barbarous Nations to conceive, into what a Degree of Barbarity 
‘ they are funk ; nor how difficult it is to recover them. A 
‘ great Deal has been done for our Indians. To their Honour, 
‘ this Government has done much •, but yet, fo jealous were they, 
‘ at the firft, that they could hardly be perfuaded to accept the 
‘ Kindneffes that were offer’d them, and fome they adually re- 
‘ fufed. We are now got over this Difficulty, which has been 
‘ a vaft Hindrance to our Defign. 

‘ Our Situation here is the beff, to lay fuch a Foundation, of 
‘ any to be found in New-England. By the Favour of the Go- 
‘ vernmenr, we have a good Townffiip of Eand, capable of 
‘ maintaining three Times the Number of Inhabitants that we 
‘ have *, and, I believe, it might be, in Time, replenifhed with, 
‘ that Number, by this Means. And if we could perfuade a 

Number of young People, from the feveral remote Tribes, to 
‘ receive an Education here, they might be a Means of Propa- 
‘ gating Chriftian Knowledge and Vertue very far among their 
‘ Tribes : And there is Ground to hope, we might obtain this, 
‘ by the Influence of two Engli(k Miffionarics in the Weftern 

* Parts. I mean Mr. Barclay^ a worthy Gentleman, and my 
' particular Friend, Miffionary to the Mohawks^ who received 
‘ his Orders from the Biffiop of London^ and is maintained by 
I the Society for Propagating theGofpel j but as he is Chaplain.^ 

‘ at 
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‘ at the rah^eTime,irT the Klng’sCarrifcm at/^/toj^and oblig’d to 
‘ Tfiend half his Time therej 40 Miie% diftant from them, and has 
^ no eflabltftied Sebo^i Mdper^ or Catecbift^ labours under great 
‘ Difad vantages. The other Gentleman, I mean, is Mr. Brainard^ 
' a zealous and weli-difpos’d youngMan, fome Account of whom 

* yo‘u have in a Pamphlet, which accompanies this. In a Word, 
‘ Sir, I think the Defign of a School, in the Manner I have pro- 
‘ jcdled, is of very great Importance, not to fay abfolutely ne- 
‘ ceflTary, in order to the effectual Propagation of the Chriftian 
‘ Religion among them ; and unlefs this People are, beyond all 
‘ Other, under a Curfefrom Heaven, this would probably do it: 

< for, except their Completion, I fee nothing, in this People, 
‘ but that they niay be .cultivated into as agreable a People as 
^ any other. They afb naturally ingenious and good tempered 
^ as other People, and many of the little Children very pretty 
' and agreable ; and feem to want Nothing but a right Cultiva- 

< tion to form their Minds and Manners into every laudable 
‘ Quality and Adtion, human Nature is capable of. If I can be 
‘ the Inftrument in the Hand of Providence, to lay fuch a Fpun- 
‘ dation as this, it vVould be a great Satisfadlion to my Mind •, 

< and, I hope. Generations to come will have Occalion to re* 

* member my Name with Gratitude. 

‘ I am fure, the Defign is good ; and, it fee ms to me, as 
‘ neceffary as it is good ; for indeed, without this Method of 

* Inflruftion Sc Cultivation 'oftheir Children, our Labour feems 
« to be, in great Meafure, vain. I cannot but hope it may be 

* effedled, notwithflanding the Difeouragements it has hitherto 
‘ met with. - I believe there might have been fome confiderable 
‘ Subferiptions made in thisCountry, had'not the War prevented. 
‘ When it fiiall pleafeGod to put an End to this diftrefling Ca- 
*■' lamity, I lliall ufe my utmoftrEndeavours. with theAffiftance of 

< good and well-difpos’d Gentlemen, to put theMatcer forward. 

To Capt. Thomas Coram I am. See. 

of London. JONN SERGEANT. 

Thefe two Letters, from Mr. Sergeant, I am apprehtrfive 
neter'reach’d the Genilemen to whom they were directed ; tor, 
Stptiffihe-r 24. 1747, Mr. Sergeaitt notes, in his Journal, that 
he had then receiv’d aLetter from Mr. ^allti of Bepon, informing 
him that Capt. Cordm had receiv’d no Letter from him, and was 
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a little out of Temper upon that Account. And then adds, ‘ I 
‘ immediately laid afide all other Bufmefs and wrote to Dr. 
‘ Ayfcougb & Mr. Coram.* —Yea I fufpedl:, that even this fecond 
Letter he now wrote to" Dr. Ayfeough^ fail’d by the Way *, for, 
in a fecond Letter which the Do 6 ior wrote to Mr. Sergeant, 
December g, 1748, he informs him, that he had receiv’d 
his Letter of July 22, 1748, but makes no Mention of any of an 
earlier Date. He alfo lays to him, that he was glad the Con¬ 
gregation of Stockbridge had receiv’d the Bible he fent; which 
feems to intimate, that the firft Information he had of their re¬ 
ceiving of it, was by Mr. Sergeant’s Letter of July 22, 1748 ; 
whereas Mr. Sergeant in his Letter of January 24, 1746,7, 
inform’d the Dobfor of the Receipt of it, and return’d himThanks 
for it. 1 have before taken Notice, that as foon as Mr. Hollis 
was made acquainted with Mr. Sergeant’s Defign of zBoarding- 
School., he diredtiy ordered twelve more Boys to be taken in upon 
that foundation, and educated wholly at his Coft. But,by Rea- 
fon of the War, which much affeded them of Stockbridge, his 
Orders were not put in Execution, and the whole Affair of the 
Boarding-School was defer’d, till a more favourable Opportunity. 
Mr Hollis.^ being inform’d of this, wrote this Year to Dx.Colmatty 
infifting upon it, that 12 Boys Ihould, without any furtherDelay, 
be taken & educated at his Charge : And thofe Paffagesof Mr. 
Hollis*s, Letter, which related to that Affair, Dr. Colnmn tranf- 
ferib’d to Mr.. Sergeant. In a Letter of May 7, the Dobior 
writes % 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

‘ Yefterday I receiv’d a Letter from our honoured Friend Mr. 

‘ Hollis, who fays •,’—> If my Money lie by till the IVar ends, it may 
he a long Time indeed. Do you fee the leaf ProfpeH in the World 
of it ? Would you not wijh to fee the Redeemers Work carried on 
while you live ? I am not willing to have my Money, of three Hun¬ 
dred and fifty Pounds Currency lying by ufelefs, till the War h 
ended. And 1 do herewith appoint, that there be, as foon as-poffibles 
12 more Heathen Boys taken on my Account, to be entirely provided 
for with Lodging and Maintenance, to be injirubied in the Chriftian 
Doblrine. And after I know of this Order*s being comply*d with, 
I defign to make a large Remit ance for further carrying on the Work. 
—Thus far Mt.Hollis^ kom High-Wycomb^ Jan, 27. 1746,7. 

- S The 
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The Dollar goes on, 

‘ Dear Sir, you wiil pleafe to communicate this to the ho- 
‘ nourable Gentlemen, the CmnmHtee^ to whom I paid, in your 
‘ Prefence, laft Year, .Mr. thre? UmidKed and fifty Founds 

‘ our Currency, and ail the other Moneys in my Hand ; and to 
‘ advife with .ihem. I am fure, you and they can beft tell what 
‘ can and muft be done. I have wrote myfelf to Mr. Hollis \o 
‘ Day, wherein I let him know of this my prefent writing to 
‘ you, and I hope you will, as foon as may be, write to Mr. 
‘ HoUiSy whofe good and generous Soul is enough to animate us 
‘ aH.’-- 

Wlio the Cosjmiiiee were, into-whofe Hands Dr. Colman paid 
Mr. Hollish Mone:;y, and the other Money that was in hisHand 
I fbail have Occalion to Ihow by and by. ’ 

In another Letter alfo, he tranfcribes a Pafiage from Mr. Hollisy 
(andithis being the laft written by Dr. Colman to Mr. Sergeant* 
-four Days before his Death, I lhali tranferibe fo much of it as 
xelates to Mr. Sergeant, and to the ASms - o ^. Stockhridge. 

Bsfion, /du^Jl 2r. 1^747: 

Reverend and dear Siry ^ ^ 

‘ With a fiek and fainc Breaft, and a trembiingHand, I now 
^ write you (as it feems to me) my laft j ibut with a revivincr 
‘ Pleafute, on a new Letter Yerterday receiv’d from the Re^ 
‘ Mt. HoUiSy our pious andgeneroits Fiiend repeating to me 
^ the fame Things which he had before wrote.’ 1 requefi' (fiys 
he) that the three Hundred Pounds in your Hands of my Money 
may be emflofd in the Education of twelve new Boys, of Heathen 
F&rentSy %mtb all convenient Speed, l^eay I ahfoluic^ infifi-upon //, 
and prontife herewith to make a RemHtance-for further Charge of 
Education and Maintenance ; my Excite being very much mreadd\ 
having had a great Deal left by a Relatmedeceafid. Pleafe to 
inform me, how it has gone with the Lads infiruUed at my E:efence 
fame f.me ago. If feme.prove naughty, others may come to Goad. 
Js for the War uitb France, let not that hinder the Education ef 
Children at my Expence, I requefi tt may be dme fpeedify, if there 
he \ndfmn Parents willing to have their Children educated. Dr, 
Colm&n proceeds, ‘ Yefterday in the Evening, our worthy and 

* good Friend Mr. Wtdlis oi Bofion call’d in upon me, and read 

* nae a very good and moft encouraging Letter from his good 

Uncle 
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‘ Uncle Cormn of Londotr^ refpefling his further Progrefs at Ccuri 

‘ rofpt&iin^Nhva Scb&la' new School) in general;-and alfo 

‘ of iurther Benefits to your Town, and the Support of Religion 
* and Education at ffGufaiurmuL 

‘ I was rejoyc’d to fee Mr. Wallis *, and think Providence has 
‘ chofen a very good Hand in him, and that he will naturally, 

‘ and with Fidelity, minider between his Uncle and you. 1 en- 
‘ treated him forthwith to ferve you with a Copy of his Uncle’s 
‘ Letter : and I forward this to him to come therewith. 

‘ When I rook my Pen in Hand, I fear’d I Ihould not have 
‘ been able to write at all'. My Son, the Lord be with thee,and 
‘ profper thou when I am dead. May his holy Pleafure profper 
‘ in thy gracious Heart and Hand, which he has fanftified to 
‘ ferve his gracious Purpofes. I intend this Hour, God willing, 

‘ to write to Mr. Coram, thank and encourage him,and theLord 
‘ reward him •, to whom be Glory forever.—It feems to be the 
‘ laft from, Reverend and dear Sir, 

Tour> unworthy Jinful Brother^ 
Benjamin Colman. 

Upon this Letter of the Do^for% Mr. Sergeant wrote, ‘ My 
' laft indeed from this good Man, whofe Soul is gone to reft in 
‘ the Lord.’ May I be fufier’d to add,. A rare Inftance indeed of 
a good Man’s dying, as it. were with his Pen in his Hand, la¬ 
bouring to promote the Good of his Country, the Profperity 
of his Friends, and the erernal Salvation of precious Souls 1 
And who of all his Brethren, the Sons of New-EngJand, has he 
left behind him, who fo tenderly loves, fo ardently cares for, and 
fo vigoroufly endeavours to promote the Good of his native 
Country, as Dr. Colman did ? But I am fteping befide rny Line, 
and muft return.- 

If Mr, Wallis fcirt a Copy of Mr, Coram*s Letter to Mr. Ser¬ 
geant, as the Do^or defir d, it is not to be found ; therefore' 
what is meant by further Benefits to Stockbridge^md by the Support 
of Religion & Education at Houfaiunnuk^ fpoken of in the Dolfor's 
Letter above, I am not able to fay. But by a new Seboof I con¬ 
clude, is included a Female Boarding-School^ which Mr. Coram 
then, and fince, ufed Endeavours to promote. 

Things relating to the Boarding Seboof now appearing with a 
favourable Afped, and Mr. Hollis urging very hard, that his 
S 2 - twelve 
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twelve Boys might be, without any further Delay, taken upon 
that Foundation, Mr. Sergeant now entertain’d ferious Tho’ts 
of profecuting that Dcfign, in the Manner he had propos’d. He 
therefore, in the firft Place, mov’d the Indians of Stockhridge^ who 
,are the Proprietors of the undivided Lands in that Towi^ip^ to 
give 200 Acres of Land, to build 2. School Houfe upon, and to 
be cultivated by the Children who Ihould receive theirEducation 
there. The Indians chearfully comply’d with the Motion, and 
gave 200 Acres of very good Land, about a Mile from the 
Meeting-Houfejfor thatPurpofe. The Manner & Time of their 
giving of it,I am not acquainted with,but theFad is well known. 

About the Middle ot Sergeant fet out on a Jour¬ 

ney to £o/ion, in order to forward this important Affair. He 
went by the Way of Northampton^ Hatfield and Hadley, that he 
might confer with thofe Gentlemen whom he had nominated, in 
the Poftfcript of his Letter to Dr. Colman, of Jugufi i. 1743, to 
be a Committee, or Truliees, to receive and difburfe the Monfy 
which might be given to promote that good Defign, and who 
had expreft their Willingnefs to take thatTrouble upon themji^/z. 
the honourable John Stoddard, Eleazer Porter, Ifrael Williams and 
Oliver Partridge, Efqrs; and the Rev. Mr. Edwards. Thele are 
the honourable Gentlemen, the Committee, of whom Dr, Colman 
fpeaks, in his Letter of May 21,above tranfcrib’d, to whom the 
Holier paid, in Mr. Sergeant’s Prefence, Mr. Hollis's three 
Hundred and fifty Pounds, and the other Moneys which were ia 
his Hand. By the other Money, I fuppofe he means Madam 
Holden's oneHandred Pounds, and Dr. Watt's feventy Pounds, which 
he had received for the encouraging the Boarding-School. 

Thofe Gentlemen Mf.Sergeant defired would meet at Col. 
Porter's of Hadley, on the 20th of July, that he might there con¬ 
fer with them, and take their Advice and Direction upon the 
Bufinefs before him. Col. Stoddard and Mr. Edwards came not 
to the Meeting, and wholly declin’d having any Thing more to 
do in that Affair. The other Gentlemen,Col. Porter, Co\.Williams 
and Col. Partridge met, before whom Mr. Sergeant laid open 
the Affair, with what Clearnefs he could, and they advis’d him 
to proceed in ir. Thefe Gentlemen alfo propos’d to be made a 
Body Politick to ad in that Bufinefs, and advis’d Mr. Ser¬ 
geant to endeavour to accomplifli that Matter, and to de- 
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fire theAfliftance of Mr. Hutchinfon^ and Mr. Oliver in it. When 
Mr. Sergeant came to Bofton^ he confer’d with thofe Gentle¬ 
men upon the Subje( 5 t, who tho^t it not belt that the fore-named 
Gentlemen fliould be incorporated ; but rather that the Matter 
fliould be put into the Hands of the London Corporation, and 
tranfaded by their Commijftoners here. The Commijfioners them- 
felves were alfo of the fame Mind ; and finally, neither the one 
nor the other was done, but the whole Care of that Affair (fo far 
as I can learn) devolv’d on Mr. Sergeant ; who refolv’d, with 
what Speed he could, to eredl a Building for, and to proceed to, 
the Education of the Indian Children j more cfpecialJy thofe for 
whofe Education Mr. Hollis (food engag’d : and from Bofion he 
wrote to Mr. Hollis, informing him of the Steps he had taken, 
and that he defign’d to proceed in that Affair, as faft as he could. 
Of this Letter I find no Copy, but only a Minute in Mr. Ser¬ 
geant’s Journal, that he thus wrote to him. Septetnher 25, he 
again wrote to Mr. Hollis, and by his Anfwer the Reader may 
give fome Guefs what was contain’d in Mr. Sergeant’s Letter. 
Mr. Hollis''^, Anfwer is dated from 

Higb-Wycomb in Buckinhamfhire, 
Reverend Sir, July 22. 1748. 

‘ I received fome Time fince a Letter of yours, dated Sept. 25. 
‘ I know not the Caufe, why it was fo long before it came to 
‘ Hand. 1 do not find that my Order, for the Maintenance, 

* Cloatbing and Inftrudion of twelve more Heathen Boys, has 
‘ been comply’d with as yet. If it has not yet been effeded, 
‘ pray let it be done out of Hand, viz. twelve Boys of Heathen 

* Parents; fuch as are not Profeffors of Chriftianity, but Chil- 

‘ dren of Heathen Parents, As to my Money, which according 
‘ to what Dr. Colman wrote to me, I fuppofe might amount to 
‘ 340 or 350 New-England Currtney —be pleas’d to let the 
‘ Gentlemen know, that I am not willing that it fhould be laid 
‘ Up as a Fund : I would have it expended in the Education and 
‘ Maintenance of the twelve frelh Boys for my Account *, and I 
‘ defign to make a further Remittance for the defreying further 
‘ Expence. In your next be pleas’d to let me know, how much 
‘ of my Money may be ftill remaining.’-^- 

Mr. Hollis continuing to urge, that twelve Boys might, out 
of Hand, be fupported and educated at his Expence, and the 

War 
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War continuing, which forbid its being done with any Conve¬ 
nience at Stockbridg€^ Mr.SEROEANT determined to provide them 
a fuitable Mafter, and to fend them abroad. He therefore went 
to Capt. Martin KdloggyS^ Gentleman of Newington in Connedicut, 
with whom he prevaird^ to take the twelve Boys for one Year ; 
and to inftrucl them both in Learning & in hard Labour. The 
Indians, when it was propos’d to them, confcnted that their Chil¬ 
dren fiiould go. Of this Affair Mr. Sergeant gives us thefe 
fhortHints in his Journal. ‘ March 13. 1747,8. propos’d to the 
‘ Indians to fend theirChildrcn with Capt.to Newington : 

‘ they confented. April 12. chofe the Boys. May 23. Mr. 
Hollis’s twelve Boys went off to Newington’ 

Of thefe Things Mr. Sergeant (I conclude) gave Mr. Hollis 
an Account in aLetter *, for in his next & laft to Me.Sergeant, 

dated London^ Olfober 5, he fays •,-‘ I have a Letter from 

‘ you, wherein you mentioned concerning the Indian Boys. Pray 
‘ let me know if you receiv’d of the Gentleman for my Account 

* 35^9 New-England Currency, and in what Manner it may 

‘ have been difburfed. If expended let me have Account..-- 

*T have inclos’d a Bill of £. 114 New-Tork Currency ; Value 
‘ £. 60 Sterling. Pleafe to be very particular in yourAnfwer to 
‘ this.—-Pray let the Gentleman, that has the Care of the Boys, 

* be defired to pray with them every Morning and every Night, 

* and before and after every Meal, and that he endeavour to 

‘ inftili into their Minds Principles of Piety & Godlinefs.’-— 

Feb. 17th. Mr Sergeant writes *, ‘ During this Winter met 
‘ Indians QCiCt aWeek, to confer with them.—Communicated 
‘ Mr. Brainards Journal to them.* Mr. ffoodbridge, School- 
Mafter ztStdekbridge, in aLetter to me, foon afcerMr.SERGs ant’s 
Death, gives a more paTticular Account of thefe Meetings in the 
fallowing, Words— ‘ in the Winter Seafon, it was his common 

* Pradice to meet the Indians once a Week in the Evening for 

* religious Exercifes. In thefe I very often accompanied him j 
^ and, when fometimes he could not attend, he would defire 
‘ me to ferve in his Stead. Thefe Exercifes feem’d to have a . 

* good Effed, by begering in the Minds of the Indians a Seriouf- j 
‘ nefs about the Things of Religion. And in the Summer Sea- 

® fon he commonly fpent an Hour after publick Service in In- , 
^ drudions, Exhortations, and Chriftian Advice.’—— 

This 
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,This was a very proper and neceflary Method to be ufed with 
that People, who had not the Advantage of increafing in Know¬ 
ledge by Reading, as others have ; and by thofe Means a good 
Degree of Knowledge and Underftanding, in the Principles of 
Religion, was inftird into their Minds, by their faithful and .la¬ 
borious Teacher. 

Feb. 21. (he fays) ‘ The young People meet T<?r^VI).^^Even- 
‘ ings for religiousExercifes, Prayer, Singing,.&c. This they did 
‘ of their own A.ccord.’—This feems to.lliew, that the Minds of 
the young People were imprefi: with religious Sentiments, and 
that they delighted to draw near to God. 

What Sum of Money Mr. Sergeant had in Hand, or at 
.Command, to enable hini to er^( 3 ^ a fukable B.uilding for.the 
BoardingzSchojoly upon the Tancfs given by -the Indians for that 
'End? I am not able tp fay s but he now refolved to.ufe what he 
had, for that Purpofe, and endeavour’d to procure more. 

. He wrote to theRev. Mr. Andrew .Eliot oLBofton, defiring him 
to put forward a Subfqriptipn there. ThatGentleman, who was 
a very hearty Frieiid to tlje Caufe, propos’d.a Method, that was 
likely to have fucceedecf, had (it ;been put in Execution : but 
there arofe fo many Obje6lions,againft the pr.erent.Ep«ecution,of 
Mr. Sergeant’s Scheme, that Mr.,was difcourag’d, and 
nothing was done there. . , - , 

He wrote alfo to the. Rev. Mr. .Millmm pf Lehrtnm upon the 
fame Sul^e^,. who communicated,his Letji^r to t,h,e Rev. Mr. 

Minifter of.the fecond in that iPlace, 

And in aLetter of M-r..PFiUmms informed-Mr, Sergeant, 

that.at Qofken they had gathpre/d(by Co|rt|:j^pupu, Day.of 

bis 

Congregation, on the fame b'ayp^t^pntrlbi^^e^rplth^t/goodOefiga 
between thirty and fony Emndsy which waited his Orjer. I find, 
by an Account fromthat the.,exa<fi: Sym contributed 
at Lebanm yjm forty-nine Piid^nds ofe .Shijlmg. ^bput the lame 
Time, if I.miftake not, died Mx»fElery pf Hartford in ComeSthuty 
who left by Will, to Indims fringey one HundrU and 

twenty Pounds. 

Mr. Sergeant alfo wrote the following Letter to the Hon. 
Society for Propagating Chrifitan Knowledge, in Scotland', defiring 
Afliftance from them. 

Stockhidge, 
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Stockhndge^ in New-England^ 
Sir^ March i8. 1749, 

‘ Some Years are now paft, fince a Propofal for the more 
efFedual Education of the Indian Children, and the further 
Spreading ofChriftianKnowIcdgc & Piety among their feveral 
‘ Tribes, written in a Letter to the late Reverend and pious Dr. 

Colman of Bojion, was publiflied, with his Recommendation of 
‘ the Defign. Several Copies of the Propofal were difperfed, 
‘ not only in thefe Parts, but alfo m Great-Britain^ particularly 
‘ by the Means of that worthy and excellent Gentleman, and, 
‘ if I miftake nor, he tranfmitted ibmeCopies to your honourable 
‘ Society. 

‘ The Execution of that Defign has been much hindred and 
‘ delay’d by theWar we have been engag’d in with France. But, 
‘ as there is now a Profpebt of Peace, I hope that Defign may, 
‘ by the Blefling of God, take EfFebl. A private Gentleman in 

* England fets a noble & generousExample,which,if it be follow’d 
‘‘ as it deferves,will,iris to be hoped,foon carry theDefign fo for- 
‘ ward as to anfwer fOme of the great and good Ends propos’d. 
‘ That pious and charitable Gentleman'propofes,at his dwnCofV, 
^ to cloath, maintain and educate twelve Boys. The Defign I 
‘ think fo good & fo neceffary, confidering the grofs Ignorance 

* and Barbarity of our Indim^ Tribes,that I would not be wanting 
‘ in any Thing in my Power to forward it. . And fince your 
‘ honourable Society has,fhd<yn fd laudable a'Zeal to propagate 
‘ Chriftiah Knowledge and Piety, among the poor barbarous 
‘ Aborigind of America., I tho’t it proper, humbly, but yet ear- 
‘ neftly, to recorhmend ^it to your charitable Notice. If it comes 
‘ within the Limgs of: your Province, I cannot think your 
‘ Charity can be bettef beffow’d. 

‘ The projected S'chool is defign’d much in the Manner of the 
‘ Charity Schools in Ireland., which, we are told, have had won- 
‘ derful good Effebts : and why may not the fame Methods of 
‘ Education us’d here, by the Blefling of the fame graciousGod, 
‘ have the like good E&eSts ? By fufficient Experience, I have 
‘ found, that more effedual Methods of Education, than what 
^ have yet been us’d, efpecially in Refpebt of Manners and In- 
‘ duftry in Bufinefs, are highly neceffary for this barbarous un- 
J cultivated People. ^ 
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- * I would gladly have, in the projcded School, all the more 
‘ ufeful and important Parcs of Learning that ferve in common 
‘ Life, and that fome,at leaft, may be fitted there for an Acade^ 
^ Education ; and fo be qualified to inftrud others ; that, 

* in Time, by the BlelTing of God, the Kingdom of Chrid may 
‘ fpread more fuccefsfuMy far and wide, by their Means, among 
‘ the remoter Tribes. .One would hope this might be done, 
‘ and anfwer, at the fame Time, both a religious and a political 
‘View. Certainly, if, from us, Learning and. good Manners 
‘ could be propagated among them, it would be a Means of 
‘ engaging them more firmly in the Erittjh Intereft : but if, with 
‘ Learning and good Manners, true Religion might take Place 
‘ apiong them, then they would become the Subjefts of theKing 
‘ of Heaven,and be joined to theNumberof Chrift’s Redeemed, 
‘ which muft needs be the Wilh and earneft Defire of every fin-. 
‘ cere Chriftian. 

' ‘ The liberal Gentleman, I had Reference to,confines his Cha- 
‘ rity. to Boys^ and thefc Heathen. I do not blame his Intention ; 
‘ but yet, equal Care, I think, fhould be taken of Females ; and 
^ Chriftian Children need the Advantage of fuch Education as 
‘ well as Heathen. 

‘ I hope this good Defign will gain the Approbation of your 
‘ honourable Society., and that they will be able to contribute to- 
‘ wards it : at leaft,I doubt not but they will forgive me theFree-- 
‘ dom I have us’d, in making this Application lor that Purpofe. 

‘ The School is already begun, and we have had 12 Boys upon 
^ the projectedPlan of Education now almoft a Year : An Houfe 

* is in Building for their Reception, and will be fit for thatPur- 
‘ pofe, 1 hope, in a few Months. 

‘ May our gracious God dire< 51 : & fucceed your, and all other, 

‘ pious Endeavours to enlarge the Kingdom of our glorious Rc- 
‘ deemer ; which is the earneft Prayer of, 

T0 the Prefident for Sir, 

the Ttme of the Tour moft humble Servant, 

Hon. Society,ScCf JOHN SERGEANT. 

I fuppofe, either that thisLejttcr fail’d of reaching theSociety to 
which it was diredled, or that they did not fee Caufc to do any 
Thing in Favour of the Boarding*School; for I find not any An¬ 
swer to it, nor do I remember ever to have heard of their doing 
T any 
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any Thing to promote it. Seeing that Society defired a Corre- 
fpondence with Mr. Sergeant, and that he would begin it, by 
giving them anAccount whatProgrefs Religion had made among 
the Indians at StGckbridgey^\i\c\i he did *, and feeing he now wrote 
to them, as above, it is fomewhat ftrange that he never receiv’d 
a Line from them. The moft probable Conjecture I can make 
in the Cafe b, that either his Writings to them, or theirReturns,, 
fail’d by the Way. 

It appears by the foregoing Letter, that Mr. Sergeant had 
BOW creCbed a Building for the Boarding School, and chat it was 
like to be fir, in a Jew M<mths, for the Reception of thcScholars. 
And while he was, with much Pains and Induftry profecuting, 
that good and pious Defign, whkh was attended with feme Dif- 
couragcmencs, his Spirit was refrefh’d by the Reception of the 
following moft kind & obligingLetter from theRev. 'Dv,/^fcougb„ 
Littk'Street^ near Liecejier Fieldsy, 
Reverend Sir^ December 9. 1748. 

• 1 receiv’d,laftWeek,theFavour of yours,dated July 22.1748. 
and am glad to hear that your Congregation are at laft in 

* Pofleffion of the Bibie 5 pray God blefs it to them, and, under 
‘ the Direction of fo faithful and pious an Expoficor,make it the 

* Means of Grace & of Salvation to them. I ftill continue my 

* ardentWifhes for the Succefs of the trulyChriftian & apoftolick 

* Defign you are engaged in ; and I think the Method you are 
‘ in, for the educating young Indians^ in the Knowledge of the 

* Truth, the moft effectual one that can be taken. Pray God 
‘ give you Succefs. But whether that follows or nor, your En- 

* deavouFS for it cannot fail of a Reward. I often think of your 
‘ Pains and of your Merit, and I look upon myfeif as Nothing 

* in Comparifon of you, who have devoted yourfelf to a moftr 
‘ hazardous and laborious Life, in Order to introduce theKnow- 
‘ ledge of the Gofpel among, the Heathen Nations. I muft not 
‘ only confider you as a good Chriftian, but alfo as a ufeful and 

* good Subject, lince every Convert you make muft be look’d 
‘ upon as a new SubjeCt brought over to the BrBiJb intereft. 
‘ And truly, the infinite Pains that are taken by the French (who 

* feldom come behind us in civil Policy) to make Papijis of the 
‘ Indianst Ifiould teach us to ufc fome Endeavours to make 
‘ ProkJlanU of them. With this Senfc of your Merit,' and the 

I Ufefulnefs 
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* Ufefulnefs and Piecy of your Underraking, you may be fure I 

* think myfelf bound to do my utmoft to promote it. I widi 
‘ therefore, in your next, you would give me a full & particular 

* Account of the Scheme you are purfuing. That you would 

* let me know, the Situation and Condition of the Place where 
« you are fettled, and of the Country round it; what Progrefs 
« you have made ; what Number, and of what Sort of Perfons, 
‘ your Congregation confifts j and the State of the School lately 
‘ fet up for the Indian Children ; and whether you have any Sa- 
< lary, or certain Appointment for your Labours or not. When 
‘lam fupply’d with thefe Materials, you may depend on my 
‘ foliiciting in the ftrongeft Manner, and doing the utmoft in 
‘ my Power, to encourage & fupport fo pious an Undertaking. 

‘ I recommend you to the divine Providence. I defire your 
‘ Prayers for me and all belonging to me ; and be aftured, Sir, 

‘ it is with the higheftSatisfaftion and Sincerity that I fub- 
‘ feribe myfelf. Tour affeSiionate Brother, 

and humble Servant, 
Brands Ayfeough, 

Mr. Sergean-t receiv’d this Letter but a little While before 
his Death, and, if I mift^ke not, I have been inform’d, that he 
had not Opportunity to return an Anfwer Co it. For the Satis- 
faaion therefore of thofc into w^hofe Hands this Hiftory may 
fall, and who want to be inform’d in the Things after which Dr. 
Ayfeough enquires and for the Satisfaftion of the I^oHor him- 
feif, if it ftiould ever reach him, I ftiali briefly touch upon what 
has not been fufficiently illuftrated in the foregoing Account. 

As for the Scheme which Mr. Sergeant was purfuing i— fome 
Account was given of it in his Letter of Auguji i. 1743, to Dr. 
Colman, to which it may not be amifs here to add •, that his De- 
fign was, that the Indian Boys,under theCarc of a faithful Matter, 
who ftiould labour with and infpe< 5 l them, ftiould fubdue and 
cultivate the 200 Acres of Land upon which they live; that 
they ftiould raife upon it all Sorts of Provifions ; that they Ihould 
keep upon the Farm a Stock of Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, 5 cc. that 
the Girls ftiould be employ’d in Manufacturing the Wool, Flax, 
Milk, &c. that ftiould be rais’d upon it: They alfo,being under 
the Care of a faithful Miftrefs, who ftiould inftrud them in all 
Sorts of Bufinefs fuitable to their Sex. By this Means, they 
T might, 
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might, after fome Time,in great Meafure, if not wholly, fupporc 
rhemfelves *, be form’d to Induftry •, be acquainted with the 
En^UJb Language and Manners •, and be fir, at about 20 Years 
of Age, to fet up upon Farms of their own. By taking the In¬ 
dian Children when young, and bringing them up in theWay of 
Induftry [as well as Learning) Mr. Sergeant defign’d to cure 
them of Idlenefs, which they are much addided to, and which is 
a Seed Plot of all Manner of Vice.among xht Indians* ,* 

As to the Situation of the Place where, Mr. Sergeant fettled ; 
—I obferv’d before, that Houfatmnuk is in the S. W. Corner of 
the AlaJfachufetts^TOvmCQ, butting upon Conne^icut Colony South, 
and upon New-Tork Govermfent Weft. For tho’ by Charter the- 
Maffachufetts Province extends Weft to the South Sea, and muft 
therefore Butt upon the Gulf of California near the North Fait 
of it, yet the Dutch being previoufly fettled upon Hudfon’s River, 
cut this Province in two, and at prefent we inbabic no further 
Weft than to the Dutch Settlements. Stockbridge lies at theNorth 
End of what goes by the Name of Houfatunniik, about 16 or 18 
Miles North of ConneHicut Line, upon a Scream which goes by 
the Name of Houfatunnuk River, and empties itfelf into the Sea, 
between Milford and Stratford in ConneSiicut Colony. This River! 
tho’ it be Navigable for 8 or 10 Miles from the Mouth of it,and 
extends itfelf crofs the Colony of ConneRicut, almoft crofs the 
Province of the Maffachufetts, more than 120 Miles into Land, 
yet is not laid down in any of the Maps, which I have feen oL 
this Country. 

The Place of this River at Stockbridge is about 40 or 45 Miles. 
Weft of Connellicut River, and about 2^5 or 30 Miles Eaft of 
Budforis River. It’s Courfe at Houjatunnuk is from .North to\ 
South, and after it enters Conmiihut Colony it bears confiderabljr • 
to the Eaft of South, till it falls into the Ocean at Stratford. 

■ Northampton, upon Connedlicut River,A% in, or near, the fame 
Parallel of Stockbridge, and Mr. in hisHiftory 

of New-England has, in his Map, laid, dov/n Conneblicut and r 
Budfon's Rivers, which in the Latitude oi Uophampton &c Stock- 
bridge are about 70 or 80 Miles afunder. Any one therefore, • 
by looking into Mr. NeaP^ Map, and drawing a Weft Line from 
Northampton, of 40, or 45 Miles extent^ may eafily fix the : 
Place of Stockbridge, 

As 
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, As for the Conditien of. the Place), —the foregoing Hiftory, with 
what may be further faid,will perhaps be tho’t fufficient.—And 
as for the Condition of the Country round it \—South, upon Houfa^ 
tunnuk River^ it has lately been purchafed of the Indians, and is 
fettled by Inhabitants of this . The Name of theToWn 

is Shefield', it is divided into tvvoParifhes,in each of which there 
is a Minifter fettled, . Baft of Stockkridge there is a Wildernefs of' 
about 40 Miles extent, which reaches to the Englifh Settlements 
upon Connecticut River ; it is Mountainous, and loaded w'ich im- 
menfe Quantities of Timber, of almoft all Sorts, f Weft is a 
Wood of about 20 Miles extent, reaching to the butch Settle¬ 
ments in New-Tork.Government. And North lies great and' 
terrible tVildernefs, of feveral Hundred Miles extent, which 
reaches to Canada. 

What Pfogrefs Mr, Sergeant made^ may, I hope, in fomc 
good Meafure, be judged of, by the whole Account I have here 
given. And with Refpedt to Number of Mr: Sergeant’s 
Cangregationy and of ^hat Sort of Per fans it conjijis —Mr. 

a little after Mr. Sergeant’s Death, wrote to me, that 
there were 53 Indian Families in theTown, that they own’d 20 
Houfes built after the Englijh Mode, and that the wholeNumber 
of Indians living at was then 218 ; of which 129 

have been baptized. Of chefe 42 wereCommunicants, i SMales 
and -24 Females. The whole Number of Indians h2i^ukd by 
Mr. Sergeant, both living and-dead, was 182. The Number 
of Scholars belonging to Mr. Woodbridge\ School was 55, about 
40. is the Ffumber which attend the School at once. There are 
alfp about 12 or 13 Englifh Families dwelling there. 

. A^ ioc the School lately fet 'up for the Indian Children., (by which ■ 
Dr. Ayfeougb intends sAz Boarding-School., and not that under the 
Gare of Mr. Woodbridge) I have before given an Account of Mr. 
Sergeant’s taking 12 Indian Boys upon that Foundation, and ' 
at Mr. Hollis‘s Coft, and committing them to the Care of Capt, 
Kellogg oi Newington., for a Year. Xhofe Boys made Progrefs in . 
Reading and Writing beyond the Captain’s Expedation, and in 
the general behav’d well. Some Time in the Winter Mr. Ser- , 
geant wrote toCapt. Kellogg, defiring him to come up to Stock- 

bridge 

f In Stockbridge-^Qyxadi, and in tlie adjacent Wildernefs, is found Plenty of that 
famous Etft India Root, Gm Sang. In the Sununer 1751, it was hrft found. 
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iridgjg with them in Jpril, theCaptain did fo *, and upon examin¬ 
ing the Boys Mr. Sergeant was well pleas’d with the Progrefs 
they had made in cheir Learning. Mr. Sergeant now urg’d 
Mr. KdUgg to take the Care of the Boys one Year at Stockbridge, 
to which he confented : And after inftruding them a While in 
a private Houfe, he went with them into the Boarding-School, 
which was now prepar’d for their Reception, tho* far fhort of 
being finifhed. The Dimentions of this Boarding-School, which 
Mr. Sergeant had creded, are, 38 Feet long, 56 wide: It has 
three Fire Rooms on one Floor, and two convenient Rooms be- 
fides, with a large Cellar under it. Of thefe Things Q^i^i.Kellogg 
gave me an Account, in a Letter, fbon after Mr. Sergeant’s 
Death : And this, fo far as I underftand it, was the State of that 
School when he died. His Defign was, this Summer, if hisLife 
had been fpar’d, to have gone with Capt. Kellogg^ (who in his 
Youth was twice taken Captive by the Indians of Canada^ and 
therefore had fome Acquaintance with the Mohawk Language 
and Cuftoms) into the Mohawk Country, or to the Six-Nations 
as they are call’d, to invite them to fend their Children, to re¬ 
ceive an Education in the Boarding-School; and to have opened 
the Doors of it to the Children of any of the Tribes of Indians, 
who would fend them there to be educated. 

The laft Thing that Dr. Ayfeough defir’d to be inform’d of is. 
Whether Mr. Sergeant had am Salary or certain Appointment for 
his Labours or not ? Before Mr. Sergeant’s Ordination he re¬ 
ceived from the Commijftoners at the Rate of lOo a Year our 
Currency. At his Ordination they fix’d his Salary at £. 150, 
when i 6d. of our Paper Currency was equal to an Ounce 
of Silver. They continued it at £. 150 for the Space of fix 
Years (as Mr. Woodbridge informs mej during which Time our 
Paper Currency was near the fame in Value, it having depreciated 
no more than from £, i ys. 6d. to £. i. qr. an Ounce : But 
continuing fti 11 to fink in its VCommf/foners allow’d him 
£. 200, and then £, 250, and fo it continued till the laft Year of 
his Life, when they gave him £. 300 ; £. 2 lys. ^d. of our Pa¬ 
per Currency then, not being more valuable than an Ounce of 
Silver. 

If by thofe Additions, the finking of Money was made good 
(as I am fenfible he tho’t it was not; and bis Salary was equal in 

Value, 
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Value, to what it was at his firft Settlement, Silver being the 
Standard : Yet, if it be confider’d with Relation to the NecelTa^ 
ries of Life, for which it was expended, his Salary was not half 
fo good the iall Year as it was the firft: for Wheat, when he; 
fettled at Stockhridge was to be had for eight Shillings a Buftiel, 
and other Provifions in Proportion *, but when his Salary was 

3G0, it was not to be had under forty, ax forty-five Shillings a 
Buftiel, and other Provifions were proportionably dear. The 
Sum itfelf confidered, every one muft be fenfiblc that his Salary 
was fmall, for it was but equal to £. ^6 p, ^d. ourprefenc 
Lawful Money, at 6 s. %d. the Ounce ; and no more thm f.iy 
6 s. 2d. Sterling. And can it be tho’r, that he could fupport him- 
felf and Family with .that Sum, efpecially feeing all theNeceffa- 
ries of Life were then, and are ftill, very dear in that remote Parc 
of the Country. Had it not been for theHelps he receiv’d from 
Dr. Colmanh Hand, and from other generous and well difpos’d 
Perfons, he could not have fubfifted at Stockhridge fo long aTime: 
And after all the Helps he had, he was, while he liv’d, involv’d 
in many Difficulties, byReafon of the Scantinefs of bis Support; 
and when be died, he left hisEftate involv’d in a Debt of between 
7 and £. 8oo New-England Currency,even tho* he had fold fome 
of it before to anfwer his neceffary Expences. A Friend of his, 
who was well acquainted with his Circumftances, in a Letter to 

me, written fmce his Death, ufes the following Expreffions.- 

‘ I fhould have mentioned to you the preffing Want Mr. Ser- 
‘ geant has often been in, for want of a fufficient Support in his 
‘ laborious Work. Had not a good Providence, in a furprifing 
‘ Manner, provided and fent fome Affiftance to him, it is not at 
< all probable he would have left any Thing that could have 
‘ been a Benefit to his Family. And had it not been for his 
‘ fingular Prudence,and thofe Helps, he muft have fold moft of 
‘ what the Government gave him ^ long ago.’ 

Thus I have endeavour’d to anfwer the Rev. Dr. Jyfcough’s 
Enquiries, which had Mr. Sergeant liv’d to have done, he 
doubtlefs would have perform’d in a much better Manner, and 
more to the Satisfadion of thofe who want to be inform’d. 

It would be a faulty Omiffion, ftiould I negledl to fay, that 
when hisExcellency Governour Belcher came into hisGovernmenc 

Nevo-Jerfey, Mr. Sergeant wrote to him, congratulated him 

oa 

f His Right of hixAvsi Sitekhridge, 
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on. th^t Occafion, expreft his Joy and Satisfadion that he was 
appointed Governour of his native Country, and returned him 
his moft heartyThanks for the favourableMention his Excellency 
had made of him in England^ particularly to Dr. Ayfcough, and 
Mr. Coram, The Governoury yet retaining his former Kindnefs 
and Friendfliip for Mr. Sergeant, wrote, in a moft kind and 
obliging Manner, to him •, afluring him of his Readinefs to ferve 
him, in what lay in his Power, and recommending to him the 
keeping up a careful & dutiful Correfpondence withDr.y^yi:fi'?c^i» 
■and Mr. Coramy Gentlemen who were both willing and able to 
aftlft him, in his laudable and pious Undertaking. 

The very great Regard Dr. Ayfeough had for^ and his Gene- 
rofity to, Mr. Sergeant, I know not how better toexprefs, than 
in the Doglors own Words j as they are contain’d in a Paftage 
of a Letter which he wrote to his Excellency Governour Belchery . 
dated Deceml^er 9. 1748. where fpeaking of Mr. Sergeant he 

fays,--‘ I moft highly honour, and regard, that worthy Mi- 

‘ nifter of the Gofpel of Chrift, and am proud to call him Bro- 
‘ then , How much greater is his Merit, and how much greater 
‘ will be his future Reward, than that of many of the moft dig-: 
‘ nified and diftinguilhed among us ? You may be afllired of my 
‘ heartieft Endeavours to promote the good Defign he is engaged, 
« in.—I am in greatHopes of being able to procure fomePenfion. 
‘ to be fettled on him, that he may have fome little Reward 
‘ for his indefatigable Labours, even in this Life. In the mean 
‘ Time, I ftiould be glad to have the Sum of twenty Pounds ad- 
‘ vanc’d to Rim ', but I am ignorant of the Means of doing it. 

‘ I can only fay, that if you or he will draw upon me for that 
‘ Sum, I fhali think myfeif bound to honour your Bill at Sight.* 
A Bill was accordingly drawn, and the Do^or fent over twenty 
Pounds Sterling to Governour Belchery who, in a Letter of May 
id> 1749. (about two Months before Mr. Sergeant’s Death> 
inform’d him of the handfome Remittance the Rev. Or. Ayfeough 
had made him •, and tells him, that,he would pay the Money to 
his Order: Which was accordingly done: Either juft before or, 
a litcle after Mr. Sergeant’s Death. , 

I have here been the more exact,and have quoted Ox.AyfcougRs 
own Words, that I might effeaually remove aMiftake that fome,. 
Lave gone into, who have tho’t and laid that the twenty Pounds, 
' was 
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was mifapply’d that Dr. Ayfccugh defign’d it for the Boarding- 
Schoohand not for Mr, Sergeant*^- ownUfe.- Madam S.ergeant^ 
to fatisfy others, I fuppofe, rather than herfeif (for the Cafe was 
doubtlefs plain to her) defir’d Governor Belcberh Sentiments upon, 
that Headj^which he gave her in the following V^rds, 

‘ I have deliberately confider’d the Affair you have laid be- 
‘ fore me, and this Day have had Reepurfe to the Rev. Dr. 
‘ Jyfcoughh'Ltmx of the 9th of Dec. i 748', and am of Opinion, 
‘ that,by the Tenour of it, the twenty Pounds Sterling I paid him 
‘ (i. e. Mr. Sergeant) by the faklDodtor’sOrder,was a Bounty 
‘ intirely to himfelf, for an Addition to his Comfort & Support, 
‘ as an Evangelift to the Indians, oh Houfatunnuk-River. 

Given under myHand at Elifahlh->Town, in Eaft New ^Jerfey^ 
June 29th 1752. J. Belcher, 

While Mr. Sergeant was carefully ancffaithfuIlf|proGeeding 
in his Minifterial Labours, and with; much MHs, IndoRry^a 
AppUcatian,profccuting that excdlent, laud able! and'plBusD^fign' 
of theBoarding-School, (Burdens'pefhaps too heavy'for tiisCon- 
flitution) purpofing alfo in a little Time to go mto tht Mohawk 
Country to invite their Children to it, he was taken ill of a Slow 
or Nervous Fever, attended with Canker, which in a f^ Weeks, 
put an End to his precious Life,27. i 749 > in the 39th 
Year of his Age) and to ail his generous^ pious & noble Tho’ts 
in Favour of the poor Natives, to fome of whom he was, during 
his Miniftry, a great and rich Bleffing, an Inftrument in theHand 
of Chrift of turning them from Darknefs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan to God. 

To draw Mr. Sergeant’s Charader, I am fehfible, is a Work 
to which I am not equal: but feeing it has not been, attempted 
by any one heretofore, 1 fhall endeavour to give the jufteft’ Re- 
prefentation of him 1 can, by thofe Helps I am furnilhed with. 




V 
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— ; uo ^ ^ sri ■' ■ 

of the Reverend 

Mr. yohn Sergeant. 

Reverend Mr.^^oHN Sergeant was born ziNewarky 
in New-Jerfey.^m the Year 1710. His Father died 
when he was a; Child,, after which bis-Mother was 
... again married,to Col. a Gentleman, who 

notrioniy;,prov*d %tender Hul^nd to her, but alfo a kind and 
gene^Q^ f'^ther to her Children j- having none of his own. Mr. 
Ser^rant, ,in his. Childhood, receiv’d a Wound by a Sythe in 
tlte Ball of. his left Hand, neat: the Joint of his Wrift, which- fo 
a&e( 5 led'th^^Siaews and Nerves, that his Hand perilhed to th^E 
Degree, ihk it was much jefs than the other, and in greatMeafuro 
ufclefs. ^ This Accident was-the Occafion of his leaving off the 
fiicular Bufinefs he was defign’d for, and of his betaking himfelf 
to Learning ; in which, being a Perfon of a bright Genius, he- 
made.great Progrefs: Whereupon hisFather in Law, ColCoopery. 
lefoiv’d to give him a liberal Education. He enter’d Tak-Ofkge.^ 
at Aw-i^i?n^ff,in theC(7/£7»y of Conne^icut, September 1725, where 
the Comclinefs of his Perfon, the Sweetneis of his Temper, the 
Decency of his Behaviour,, the Agreabienefs of his Converfation* 
the Diligence with which he apply’d himfelf to,and the Progrefs 
he made in, his Studies, gain’d him the Eftecm, not only of his 
Companions, but alfo of the Governours of the College. He 
proceeded Bachelor of September and commenc’d 

Mafter 1732, before which he'was eleded Tutor of the College, 
in which he had his Education. In that Poft he continu’d four 
Years, to theSacisfadion of thofe-who repos’d in him thatTruft, 
and to the Advantage of thofe who were under his Inftrudion. 




Hie diaracEter, See. 

By this Time,he ,was < 3 etermrn’d for the: Work ©f the<'Minift}jy >, 
and tho* he was weji,pleas’d with the Bufinefs- he wks'now 
and ftood as fair as any Man wbatevdr^ fot -a Gall Sr Settlement 
in any, even the beft Parilh, that might hrecome vacant yet he 
prefer’d a Mijfion to the Heathen : not fron3 any Views he could 
have of Worldly Advantage from thence, but from a pious, ge¬ 
nerous and ardent Defire of being an Inftrumentin the Hand of 
God of Good to iht Indiam>4 who were funk below the &rgnicy 
of human Nature, and even to the lowed: Degrees of Ignorance 
and Barbarity. 

There was fomething very uncommon,, and which feems to 
have been from above, in the Pifpofition' and Inclination there 
was. in him to this fel&idcQyihg Service-:: Tor before' there Was 
any Profped}: of his being iraploy’d among his ten¬ 

der. Mind was fo affedled with 'theTho’ts ctf their perifhing State, 
that it had been his Pradlice, for a long Time,’ to make it Daily 
an Article in hisifecret Addrefles to God, that he would fend him 
'to thQ'Heathen^md make h^rm mlnhromontm mrnmg thmfrm 
■ Darknefi Jo Light, &c. God granted him that ^bich he '■requeJiU'\ 
for. which he return’d his grateful Acknowledgments 
-heamb Prayer, And of thefeThings he miotm'hMv.tVocdhridgey 
hisFelloW Labourer,at his firft going toHoufatmmik y but ftri<d:ly 
injoin’d him to keep them fecretjiwhich he accordingly^ did till 
fihceMr. SergbInt’s Dcath.> ' i >1 t ..i', "T- . 

r He was a Perfon to whom' Nature proved£|avjfh -of ibeit beft 
Gifts; or, in Words more agreable to tbe'Chriftian' Schemb, 
God gracioufly beftowM upon him^^xcelk^t End©wmenrs, both 
of Body and Mind. In'Stature he was fmali •/yet, of a Vefly 
€xa6t and comely. Proportion, except his Hand beforementioned; 
his Hair dark •, his Eyes black.and lively was :ruddyyat,d 
withal of a beautiful CounienancOi and goodly-id lodkao:'^ He was 
favour’d with a firm, healthy and good Goriftitutrori, and there¬ 
fore pafs’d, with the greater Eafej thro* the many Difficulties 
and Hardffiips that-attended him in the Gourfe of bis Miffion. 
He was of a moft fweet, kind and bkaevolenf natural Temper ; 
without the leaft Conftitutional Turn fowards Gloominefs, Me¬ 
lancholy, or Jealdufy : H:s Gonverlation open, free, courteous, 
pleafant and very attradive v fo that all, who had the Happinefs 
to enjoy it, were pleas’d and delighted by it. The Powers ©f 
V 2 his 
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his IVIina^weVc bright and ftrong whence he was able to •ufe 
clofeApplication,and with Eafc made greatProgrefs in Lcarnino-: 
Few ot his Years exceeded him. ^ 

His natural Accomplifhmcnrs were polifhed, enlarg’d,and im¬ 
prov’d by a liberaiEducation *, and rendered him defireabie and 
aniiable to ai-l> and vej'y iifcfui in his Day. 
io .True and uiKliffennbled Piety gaveLtiihre andBeauty to all his 
ochef FndowmentSiboth natural and acquir’d ^ and prepar’d him 
to be eminently ferviceable in the Station God affign’d him. In 
his tender Years he was of a very innocent Turn of Mind, and 
,of a blamelefs Behaviour 5 free from thofeVanities & Vices which 
•youngdPeapie too aften indulge to,, and careful to follow the 
Ways of Virtue: Which might have inclin’d One to.chink, that 
he was the Subjecl: of the Gract‘.p/' God from the Womb. But, in 
his riper Yeajs, while he was at College, he was under thofe ln- 
fiuences from above, which he apprehended wrought a faving 
Change in him, and form’d him to the divine Life. And what 
better Evidence could he have, that he was bot miftaken, than 
what was confeqaenc upon this Change, viz. a Temper & Con- 
verfation becoming the Gorpel of Chrift, adorning the Chriftiau 
Profeffion he then made ? Of this Change, wrought by the Spirit 
of God upon his Heart, he very modeftly and privately fpake to 
fome pf his intimateFriendsdrom whom I have ray Information : 
But I tiniT not that he left oneWord in alPhisWritings,relpeding 
hB rehgious Elx^ericnce, Devotion, &c. except one Paffage in a 
.Letter he wrote'to a Friend, by whom he feems to have been 
compel’d to boaji himfelf a little^ as the Jpojile of the Gentiles was 
before him. The Paffage is this—- ‘ With Refped to my own 
« Chriftlan Experience, 1 believe, I could give you that Account 
‘ which would fatisfy you, in your own Way of thinking *, tho*" 
‘ ’cis now fo long fince I paCs’d thro’ that Scene of Convidion,. 
‘ Humiliation, and, what I fuppos’d wasConvcrfion, that a great 
‘ many Particulars are now efcaped from my Memory.’—Some, 
perhaps, may blame Mr, Sergsant, that he did not commit to 
Writing thole Things which paft over him at fuch a Scafon, 
that he mio-ht have review’d them for his ownComfort, and left 
them bchiS him for the Benefit of others. It was owing to his 
very great Modefty and Humility, and to his Care not to do 
any Thing, that might be thought to favour of Oftentation ia 

Religion 



The Charadler, &c. 15 i 

Religion (which is ^ Thing very hurtful to its Interfeft) th^t he 
kept tbofe Things to himfeif. And whether he did not,by that: 
Modefty, Humility & Guard againrt Oftentation, give a clearer 
Evidence of the Truth of Religion in himfeif, and difcover a 
greater Concern for the Honour and Intereft ol Religion in gene¬ 
ral, than he could have done,by Writing his own Life, publifhing 
his own Experiences, and proclaiming his ownGoodnefs, I leave 
others to determine ? His Life aifo fo abounded in the Fruits of 
Righteoufnefs, and was fo conform’d to the Gofpel of Chriff, 
that we have abundant Reafon to conclude the Tree was good^ 
becaufe the Fruit was fo. 

. He was very conftant and frequent in the Devotions of the 
Clofetjpouring out his Soul toGod in fervencAddrefies of Prayer, 
Praife, &c j which he found to be not in vain : for, as he himfeif 
iho’t, God gracioufly granted him frequent Anfwersof Prayer. 

He was a devout Worfhiper of God in his Family, fail’d noc 
of Morning &rEvening Devotions j oh which Occafions he read, 
with great Serioufnefs and Solemnity of Spirit, a Portion of the 
holy Spriptures, generally making ufeful Obfervations for the 
Benefitrpf his Family. He always read the New Teftament ouc 
of the original Greek., with which he was well acquainted. With 
great Solemnity and Reverence he approach’d the Throne of 
.Grace, and offer’d his devout Addreffes to God, in the Name of 
Jefus Chrift, the Mediator j thro’ whofeMcrits, and Mediation 
only, he hop’d for, and expeded, the Acceptance of his Prayers, 
and of his Perfon. There were Inftances of his Voice failing, 
and of his being oblig’d to make a Paufe in Family Prayer *, the 
Occafionof which was, a lively Senfe & overbearing i\pprehcji- 
.lion of the glorious Perfeftions & incomprehenfibie Excefiencies 
of the divine Being, as he inform’d one who enquir’d into the 
Reafon of thofe Interruptions. 

Fie lov’d the Houfe of God and his publick Worfhip, greatly 
rejoic’d at the Return of holy Sabbaths, enjoy’d much Com¬ 
munion with God in his Houfe, but in no Part of divineWorfhip 
fo much as in the Communion of the Supper ; in which he had fuch 
evident Communications of divine Love, fuch AfTurance of the 
compleat Satisfadtion of Chrift, of the Sufficiency of his Atone¬ 
ment, and of the Prevalency of his Interceflion at the rightHand 
of God, as almoft tranfported him. Thefe Emotions were whac 

' attended 
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attended him in his younger Years, and were not very frequent: 
But as he advanced in Y'ears, and in Grace, he prefer’d the Satis- 
fa6lk)n which proceeds trom the cakn, rational Exercife of prafth 
cal Piety and Devotion, to thofe Emotions of the Mind. Thefe 
Things he never openly fpake of, nor would they ever have been 
known, had not his moft intimateFriends, to whom he privately 
tpakeof them, made them known, after his Death. Thus he 
walked with God in devout Exerciles of a publick, private, and 
Secret Nature, and enjoy’d much Delight and Satisfa(ftion in fo 
4 oing. 

He was of a moft tender Confcience ; endeavour’d to keep at 
the greateft Diftance from every Thing that favour’d of Impiety, 
that caft Contempt upon the Authority of God, or that brought 
Keproach upon Religion *, and us’d his beft Endeavours 
a Confcknce void of Offence^ towards God and totuards Men. 

He had a very great Love to, and the higheft Veneration for, 
the facred Oracles of God % efteem’d them infinitely preferable to 
theTreafures of the World, and incomparably more valuable than 
the beft human Compofures: and the Study of them was his 
great Delight. He view’d,with Aftonifhment and Surprize, the 
glorious Methods of* divine Love and Grace in the Salvation of 
Sinners by Jefus Cbrijl, as difcover’d in theBiBLE, that pureSource 
of Light. And while he form’d his own Sentiments by the pure 
Oracles tf God^ and followed the Way of Truth, according to the 
beft Judgment he could make, he was of a moft benevolent and 
charitable Spirit towards thofe who differ’d from him. He lov’d 
Chriftians of all Denominations,who gave Evidence of theirLovc 
to Cbrijly much lamented the Diftance, Alienation, and Bitter- 
iiefs, that appear amongChriftians of different Sentiments in leffer 
Matters, and long’d to fee them united in Love and Peace. 

His Catholick Temper recommended him to the Efteem of 
many •, to Govermur Belcher's in particular ; who,in a Confola- 
tory Letter, written to Mrs. Sergeant after his Death, has this 
Paffage. 

‘ Mr. Sergeant being now made free among the Dead, it 

* can be no Flattery to fay, he was a Gentleman of uncommon 
< Piety and Learning, and of great Generofity and true Com- 
‘ paffion to the Souls and Bodies of Men : and more efpecially 

* to that poor benighted People, God had committed to hisCare; 

‘ and 
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‘ and Mho- before were perifhing for lack of Knowledge. God 

* lt«d, in a peculiar Manner, adapted and adorned Mr. Ser- 
t GEANir with many fuitable Graces for moving in fo difficult a 

* Sphere in the Church of God here, and for advancing the 
« Kingdom & Intereft of the Redeemer. His many focial Vir- 

* tues, and particularly his Catholick fVay of "Thinking for the 

better promoting of Chridianity, juftly and highly merited my 

^ Efteem, and I had gr^c Pleafure in his Acquaintance from 
‘ firit to laffi,’ 

He was full of benevolent^ kind and generous Sentiments to¬ 
wards all Mankind,, which difpos’d him to do Good to all as he 
had Opportunity, He was a Friend to every Body, wilh’d well 
to all, and lov^dto think the beft of allPerfons, and of all Par¬ 
ties of Men. His noble and. generous Mind difdain’d a low, 
mean, unworthy A< 5 lion ; and he always treated others, of all 
Conditions, with great Propriety. Strift and exa6l Juftice he 
made his Rule, in his Dealings with all Perfons : yet rather than 
caufe Contention, by infilling upon his-own Right, he dhofe to 
foregoe it. He was compaffionate and tender-hearted to the 
Afflidled ^ was. liberal and bountiful to the Poor : and devifed 
liberal Things^ both for their temporal and eternal Good. He 
fuffer’d not an hard, envious or iii-natur’d Word to proceed out 
of his Mouth ; nor did he treat any one,, whether prcfenc or ab- 
fent, with Infolence or Concempr. He was careful to /peak Evil 
of m Man : And when he was- injurioufly treated, and, as he 
feared,! malicioully afperfed, by others, it did not raife in him 
Heat and Refentment \ but ratherPity and Companion to thofe 
who us!d him ill. He often faidjhe could freely forgive, as he 
expelled to be forgiven of God ; could heartily pray for thofe 
who had been abufive & injurious to him : and he earneftly re¬ 
commended to others the Duty of praying for Enemies, as an 
happy Expedient to promote a Spirit of Love, Kindnefs & For- 
givenefs towards them. 

He had a moft happy Command of his Paffions, and main¬ 
tain’d a conftant Calmnefs & Sweetnefs of Temper : Was never 
melancholy ; yet always ferious^: Never fill’d with Mirth j yet 
always cheaiful bright and adive : And feem’d always to have 
the quiet Polieffion of himfelfi 
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I know not to whom the Chara( 5 ler of Nathanael may, with 
more Ju{lice,be apply’d than to him, Beheld an Ifraelite indeed in 
whom is no Guile. He was very diftant from a crafty, defigning 
guileful Spirit ^ and admir’d by thofe who were moft acquainted 
with him, on the Account of his fingular Integrity, Sincerity and 
Uprightnefs. ; . 

■ He carerully and induftrioufly improved his .Time, and 
could not (as he was wont to fay) look .back upon an Hour 
loft, without Uneaftnefs and Guilt. It was his Manner to rife 
early, and, as foon as the Devotions of the Morning were over, 
he apply’d himfelf to Study *, in which, being favour’d with a 
firm Cooftitutioa, he was able to bear great Intenfenefs and Ap¬ 
plication. The Time he found needful for the relaxing of his 
Mind, Sc for bodilyExercife,(both which were neceflary to him)he 
fpent in aManner which might beft conduce to his own Health ; 
thcBenefit of hisFamily ; or the Service of thofe who were under 
his Care: wifely and prudently endeavouring, that the Hours in 
which he refrcfh’d his labouring Mind might be impioy’d to 
fome good and laudable Purpofe : gathering up the Fragsnents of 
his Time, chat none of it might he loft. He was indeed an un¬ 
common loftance of Labour and Induftry ; and by ciofe Appli¬ 
cation he brought to pafs a great Deal in a little Time ; as all 
would be ready to grant, could they be made fenftble how much 
he did in the fewYears he fpent with the Indians -, which I fhaii 
endeavour to fhow, tho’ it will be but in a faint and imperfea: 
Manner, in the following Particulars. 

I. He foon became fenfible, that the Method he was at firft 
oblig’d to ufe of inftrudling the Indians by an Interpreter, would 
not anfwer his End ; for it was not only a very ftow, but alfo a 
very uncertain. Way of communicating to them Thin^ of the 
greateft Importance. He himfelf was notable to know what 
was delivered to them by the Interpreter, andhad Reafon to fear 
that theTruths, which he endeavour’d to communicate,were not 
well convey’d to iheirMinds : for the beft Interpreters that could 
then be had, did not well underftand the Principles or Religion, 
nor the Engiifti Terms in which Mr, Sergeant deliver’d them. 
He therefore tho’t it abfolutely uecefiar>% that he fhould learn 
the Indian Language, that he might be more certain what was 
deliver’d to them, and make better Progrefs in teaching o/them. 
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He therefore entered upon the new and difficult Study of their 
Tongue, and profecuted it with utmoft Application. He found 
it,uponTrial,exireamly difficult to learn, being entirely difterenc 
from anyLanguage he was acquainted with j and often exprefs*d 
his Fears, that he fhould never be able to make himfelf Matter 
of it. He alfo tho’t it a more difficult Talk than it would have 
been to gain the Knowledge of all the learned Languages taught 
in the Schools. However,in fomething Icfs than three Years* he 
gain’d fo much Knowledge in it, as to be able to pray with 
the Indians in their own Tongue, and to preach to them in the 
fame, by the Afliftance of an Interpreter *, who aided him in the 
Tranflation of his Sermons. And, in about two Years more, by 
conftant Ufe,he obtain’d an exa6b Pronunciation of theirTongue, 
tho’ very hard to gain : fo that the Indians were wont to fay. 
Our Minijter /peaks mr Language better than we our/elves can do. 
When Mr. Sergeant had, by a vaft Deal of Labour,made him¬ 
felf Matter of this /range Language^ he found it to be a dry, bar¬ 
ren and imperfect Dialed, and by no Means fufficient to convey 
to his Hearers the Knowledge of divine Things : for the Indians 
being utter Strangers to Religion, their Language wantedTerms 
expreffive of divers Things •, he was oblig’d therefore to fupply 
that Defed by introducing Englilh Words, fuchas Jefus, Chrift 
&c. which, inTime, by frequentUfe,the Indians well underftood. 
By this Help he fo perfeded their defedive Language,as to ren¬ 
der it tolerably fufficient for his Purpofe. 

2. His Minifterial Labours were extreamly hard, more than 
double to thofe of other Minifters, in ordinary Cafes. He was 
oblig’d to compofe four Sermons everyWeek,two for thcEngliJb^ 
and two for the Indians •, his Congregation confifting of both. 
Thofe he prepar’d for the Indians, he firft wrote at large in Eng- 
Jilh, and then tranflated them into the Indian Tongue, as he alfo 
did a Portion of Scripture to be read to the Indians on the Sab¬ 
bath ', and notwithftanding he had fo many Sermons to make, 
they were well ftudied excellent Difeourfes, ftiewing that he was 
a Workman that needed not to be ajhamed. 

He had a moft laborious Taflc to perform every Lord’s-Day. 
His Manner was to begin the publick Exercife in the Morning, 
with a ftiort pathetic Prayer fpr a Bleffing on the Word, in both 
Languages, Then he read a Portion of Scripture, with explana- 
X tory 
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tory Notes and Obfervations, on fuch Paflages as feemM moft to 
need them, in both. All his publickPrayers & the Communion 
Service were in both Languages ; and it was his fteady Practice 
to preach four Sermons every Lord’s Day, two to the EngUJh and 
two to the Indians except in the fhort Days and cold Scafon of 
the Winter he preach’d but three, one to the EngUJh and two to 
the Indians^ And befides all this, it was his conftant Cuftom,in 
the Summer Seafon, to fpend about an Hour with the Indians^ 
after divine Service was over in the Afternoon *, inftruding, ex¬ 
horting, warning and cautioning of them in a free, familiar and 
pathetic Manner, in their own Tongue. The Indian Language 
abounding in Gutturals renders the Pronunciation of it a moft 
laborious Exercife to the Lungs : that therefore, with his other 
Exercifes, fo exhaufted Mr. Sergeant’s Spirits and Strength, 
that he was fcarcely able to fpeak when they were over. 

3. The Tranflation, which, with much Care and Exadnefs, 
Mr. Sergeant made in his Courfe of Reading the Scriptures to 
the Indians^ fingly confider’d, coft him a vaft Deal of Labour *. 
for, endeavouring to lead them into the Knowledge of the Way 
of Salvation by Chrift, to which they were utter Strangers, He, 
in his Courfe of reading the Scriptures to them, tranflated rhofe 
Parts of the old Teftament, which appear’d moft needful for that 
End, viz. The Account of the Creation, of the Fall of our firft 
Parents, of God’s calling Abraham, of his Dealings with the Pa~ 
triarchs and the Children of Ifrael, of the Prophefies concerning 
the Coming of Chrift, &:c. the four Evangelifts, the Affs of the 
Apoftles and all thcEpiftles, he alfo tranflated. A Performance 
which muft of Necefficy coft him much Time and Pains. 

4. In his publick Difeourfes likewife to the Englifh of his 
Auditory, he went thro’ all the Epiftles, with a labour’d and 
learned Paraphrafe, critical Notes, and ufeful Obfervations : not 
by the Help of Expofitors, but by a careful Examination of the 
Orlcrinai Greek, endeavouring from thence to gain the trueSenfe 
and^Meaning of the Authors of thofcEpiftles. Mr. Woodbrtdge 
has given me fome of his Sentiments upon Mr. Sergeant’s 
publick Performances in the following Words. ‘ I think it a 
‘ great Pity (fays he) that fuch learned and well-compofed Dif- 
« courfes fliould be of no further Influence and Benefit than they 
‘ are like to prove, by being delivered to a few People from the 

‘ Defk. 
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^ There are a Number of his Sermons very worthy of 

‘ the Prefs, a Colie6lion of which would, perhaps, be as profi- 

* table as any Difcourfes of fuch a N ature that are extant: they 
‘ being correa,and written in a decent, yet familiar Stile. There 
‘ appears in them not only his unlliaken Belief of the Truths of 
‘ the Gofpel, but alfo his good Judgment & Talent of convey- 
‘ ing to others, the Importance and Beauty of Religion. They 
‘ fhew him to be an accurateRcafoner, by the Conclufions drawn 
« from the Propofitions of his Sermons, and theForce there is in 
« them to convince every Hearer, of the Truth. His laboured 
‘ and learned Paraphrafes, & critical Notes on theEpifties,would 

* (I think) ferve equal to, if not beyond any Thing that has ap- 
‘ peard’d of that Kind, to lead us into the Knowledge of the De- 
‘ lign and Meaning of theAuthors.——He wrote hisComments 
‘ with a fingle View to difeover the true Spirit & genuine Senfe 
‘ of thofe epiftolary Writings.— There are two Reafons which 
‘ incline me to wifh they may be made publick; the firft is the 

* Apprehenfion I have of their being really ferviceable to Man- 
‘ kind : the other is,th3t it might appear whether he was rightly, 
‘ or groundlefsly, fufpe< 5 led of hoIdingThings contrary to found 
« Do< 5 trine.’ He alfo fays concerning his Sermons in general.— 
‘ HisPeopIe were not entertain’d with unconneded & undigefted 

* ‘ Matter, but with excellent Difeourfes.*— Such Produdions, 
every one will grant, muft of neceffity be the EfFed of much 
Labour and Study. 

It is very true, Mr. Sergeant was no Btgoty but of a moft 
generous & cathoUck Temper. Bigottry was what he had a great 
Averfion to j and he was far from the rigged and narrow Spirit 
thofe are of, who confine Salvation to themfelves,with thofe who 
think juft as they do. It is a Queftion with me, whether his 
natural Temper was capable of fuch Severity : to be fure, as it 
was cultivated and improv’d by Grace,he was at a greatDiftance 
from it. He tho’c himfelf very ill-treated and much abus’d by 
thole who reprefented him as being unfound in his Principles, 
and fo did thofe who were beft acquainted with him. 

But to return. 

5. Wc muft add to all his foregoing Labours, the daily and 
conftant Application he was oblig’d to ufe with the Indians ; who, 
being very ignorantj very unftable in their Virtue, and very much 
X 2 expos’d 
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expos’d to Temptations, wanted Guarding on every Side, which 
he fail’d not of doing. 

6 . The Truft,which the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Hollis repos’d in hini 

added ftill more to Mr. Sergeant’s Labour and Care •, for ic 
fell upon him to find the twelve Boys, whom Mr. Holl/s ocne- 
roufly offer’d to fupport, and to perfuade them and their Parents 
to accept the generous Ofier. The Care alfo of providing a 
Mafter to inftrua them,and of Viaualling&CIoathino-ofthem 
lay wholly upon him. In this Truft he prov’d a faithful Steward 
of Mr. HolkYs Money •, and as he had the whole Care of layino- 
of it out, fo he gave him an Account how every Penny was ex^ 
pended, refufing to take any Reward for hisLabour & Trouble 5 
tho’ it was offer’d and urg’d by Mr. Hollis. ’ 

7. By the foregoing Hiftory it alfo appears, that the Impor- 
lantAffair of the Boarding-School,which hy very near hisHeart, 
imploy’d much of his Time and Tho’ts ; and was no fmall Ad¬ 
dition to his Labour *, efpecially in fome of the laft Years of his 
Life. 

8. To all thefe we muft add, the unavoidable Cares and Con¬ 
cerns of private Life, which were much increas’d by the Scanti- 
nefs of his Support *, which yet he conduiftcd with fingular Wif- 
dom. Prudence and Frugality. 

View Mr. Sergeant in this Light; confider him profecuting 
fuch a Variety of Bufinefs, and performing ail in the Manner 
above defcrib’d, and muft we not grant that he was a furprifing 
Inftance of Labour, Induftry and Faithfulnefs, in that great and 
good Work to which he was call’d ? 

Could ! reprefent Mr, Sergeant in a true and juft Light, 
under the Self-denials, Hardftiips, Troubles & Difficulties,which 
attended him in the Courfe of his Miffion, it would appear, not 
only that he paft thro’ many and great Trials, but alfo that he 
bear them all with a Fortitude and Calmncfs of Mind, becoming 
theChriftian and the Minifter of Chrift j tho*, at Times, Things 
appear’d with fuch a dark Afpe6t, that he was almoft overborne 
with Griefs and Difcouragements. 

Every one muft be fenfible, that,to one of fo delicate a Make, 
it muft be difficult and felf-denying, to leave the College, that 
Seat of Learning, and other Delights, to dwell in a Wildernefs : 
To change the polite Society he had been us’d to, for the Con- 

verfation 
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verfationof a Number of Savages, the loweft of human Kind : 

To forego the Delicacies of Life, for the bare Neceffaries of it._ 

But thefc were but light Things to him, compar’d with many 
other Troubles he met with. 

The ill Condudl of the Dutth Traders, who us’d many Arts 
and Devices to difluadc the Indium ftom hearkening to him *, the 
unreafonable Jealoufies of the Indmm^ who fufpeded fome evil 
Defign againft them, in almoft every Thing that was proje< 5 led 
for their Good, gave him unfpeakable Trouble and Grief: and 
a vaft Deal of Pains he was at, to prevent the Evils, which chofc 
Things tended to. But that which gave him ftill greater Trou¬ 
ble was, the frequent and unhappy Relapfes of fome of Indians^ 
to their former Vices and ill Cuftoms, after he had conceived 
Hopes of their being truly reformed. Some, of whom hisHopes 
were rais’d,fell again intoDrunkennefs j yea, theLieutenant him* 
felf, who appear’d fo zealous againft that Vice, and feem’d to be 
firmly fix’d in theWays of Religion, conducted himfeif in a very 
diforderly Manner, for a Year or two together,' being frequently 
intoxicated, and very .troublefome : But he was afterwards re¬ 
cover’d from his Apoftacy ; confcfs’d his Wickednefs ; was re- 
ftor’d to Charity ; and walked orderly, to the Day of his Death, 
which was Auguft lo. 1751. When Things looked with a fa¬ 
vourable Afpeift, and the Indians appear’d to be ferioufly engag’d 
in the Ways of Piety and Vertue, it gave hini the higheft Plea- 
fure andSatisfaffion *, but (to ufe his own Exprelfion) ‘ Nothing 
‘ fo affedfed him with Grief and Sorrow, his own Sins excepted, 
* as the diforderly and wicked Behaviour of thofe to whom he 
‘ miniftred.* HisConcern on that Account is not to be exprefled : 
many Days he fpent in Fafting and Prayer, and Sleep departed 
from his Eyes, his tender Heart was almoft broken, and forgot 
to eat his Bread and his Eyes poured out Tears unto God. But 
tho’ he was fo tenderly affe<fted, and concerned for them, yet this 
was what he did not much difeover to the World he was alfo 
very far from a repining difeontented Spirit in the Cafe ; was 
calm, fubmiflive ana refign’d to theWill of God : not forgecing 
that Expreflion of his Lord and Mafter.— Even fo Father, for fo 
it feem*d good in ihy Sight. 

As he, in fomeMeafure, had theTrials of Mofes in bearing the 
Cumkr^ Bur dm & Strife of hisFeople,fo he was in a good Degree 

pofleft 
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polTeft of the fame excellent Spirit that was upon him. Thefe 
are but a Specimen of the Troubles he met with *, many others, 
too many to be here fpoken of, he paft thro’, during his Miffion. 

If we confidcr Mr. Sergeant in a relative Capacity, he be¬ 
hav’d excellently well in every Relation he fuftain’d. From a 
Principle of Confcience he was very careful to render to all their 
Due^ Fear to whom Fear^ Honour to whom Honour &c ; and his 
benevolent and truly Chriftian Temper difpos’d him to do good to 
all as he had Opportunity. He was an able, painful, faithful Mi- 
nifter among the People, to whom he Rood in the Relation of a 
Paftor. He was a moft tender, kind and obliging Hufband to 
a Spoufe, who well underftood how to receive fuch Treatment, 
and to make anfwerable Returns : and while divine Providence 
continued them in that haypy and honourable Relation, they 
were a fhining Example of all that is lovely and beautiful in a 
married State. He was alfo a compaflionacc, afFedionate and 
loving Father to his dear Children : unwearied in hisEndeavours 
to inftill into their tender Minds a proper Senfe of their Obliga¬ 
tions to God *, that they might religioufly remember their Cre¬ 
ator in the Days of their Youth. As became a Bijbop, he rul*d 
well bis own Heufe, baoiing bis Children in SuhjeSion with all Gra¬ 
vity : And like Davids he walked within bis Heufe with aperfeSi 
Heart. 

The laft Week in June 1749, he was taken with a Nervous 
Fever, attended with a Canker and an Inflamation in hisThroat ; 
brought upon him, as fome thought, by excelEve Care, Fatigue 
and Application to Bufinefs j more than he was able to bear. 
He calmly, and without any apparent Concern, fpake of this as 
his laft Sicknefs *, and put fome Things in Order, apprehending 
it to be fo. He was able however to keep about, and preach’d 
on the following Sabbath, which was the firft in July. In this his 
laftSermon to tbelndianj,he let them know, ‘ that for fomeTime 
paft he had been apprehenfive that fome heavy Judgment hung 
over them, becaufe of their Wickednefs : That he fear’d chat 
fome of them grew worfe & worfe notwithftanding all that God 
had done for them,and notwithftanding the Pains he himfelf had 
taken with them for their Good : And. that there'were many 
Ways in which God could, and often diefv teftify his Difpleafure 
againft a finful People: and added, it may be God will take me 

from 
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i'rom you, and then myMouth will be fhuf, and I fhall fpeak to 
you no more. After this his Illnefs increas’d upon him, and foon 
confin’d him to his Houle and to his Bed. And tho’ his Sick- 
nefs was very hard upon him, and he endur’d much Pain and 
Diftrefs for about twenty Days together, in all which Time he 
had but very little Sleep; yet hisHead was free from anyDiforder, 
and even from Pain : and he fpake of it to his Wife, withThank- 
fulnefs, that God had anfwered his Prayers, even to his Define ; 
in continuing to him the free Exercife of his rational Powers ; 
in favouring him with clear Evidences of his. good Eftate in 
granting him Ability to fpeak freely to thofe who were about 
him i and in enabling him clearly to dilcern the great and inex- 
preflible Satisfadlion arifing from living devoted to God, and fm- 
cerely ftriving to be faithful to the Death. 

He carefully improv’d the Opportunities he had in counfeling 
and charging thofe who were about him ; and earneftly recom- 
m&oded to them the early Choice and diligent Purfuit of the 
AVays of Wifdom, as being full of Pleafure and Peace^ both in 
Life and Death, to thofe who follow them. 

The Indians^ who from fir ft to laft had a great Veneration and 
hearty Affedlion for him, as their Father and beft Friend, were 
greatly concern’d for, and frequently vifited him in,his Sicknefs : 
upon whorn he enforced the Inftrudions, Counfels, Warnings 
and Admonitions he had given them, in theftrongeft Manner, 
charging them carefully to follow the Ways of Vertue and Reli¬ 
gion, as they would meet him at iaft in Peace. They were very 
defirous that his precious Life might be fpar’d, and of their own 
Accord all affembled at theMeeting-Houfe, where they earneftly 
pray’d thatGod would continue him to be ftill aBleffingto them. 
And when his Death put an End to their Hopes,they were very 
heartyMourners ; andNumbers difcovec’d theirAfFedion for him 
by Tears, when ever they came to the Houfe, for a long Time 
after his Death. 

He bear with great Patience the Diftrefs that was upon him, 
thro’ the whole of his Sicknefs, praying and endeavouring that 
Patience might have its -perfeSi Work in him. 

His Spoufe, who' maintain’d Hopes of his Recovery, till the 
laft Day of his Life, being then fenfible that he drew near his 
End, enquir’d of him, Whether he had no earneft Defires to live ? 

And 



i 62 The Charader, &c. 

And whether he faw any Gloom on the Horrors of the Grave ? 
To which he reply’d to this Purpofe. ‘ If it be the Will of God 
that I ihould live to do fome iinguiar Service for him in the 
World, I could wilh to be continued to my Family •, othcrwife 
I am willing to die : Death is no Surprize to me, I blefs God 
I may and can truft him in whom I have believed, and long ago 
plac’d my everlaftingDependance upon. My Acquaintance with 
the bleffed World, to which I hope I am now haftening, thro’ the 
Mercy of God in Chrift, is not now to commence.’ At the fame 
Timc,he was full of a humbling Senfe of his ownUnworthinefs : 
for when One that flood by obferv’d to him, that hk Work was 
well done, he reply’d, ‘ I can call myfelf a mod unprefitahk Ser¬ 
vant, and fay, God be merciful to me a Sinner,* 

He took his Leave of bis beloved Wife and dear Children in 
an endearing and defireable Manner 5 and after faying a confide- 
rable Deal, by Way of Counfei and Advice, he in a tender Man¬ 
ner defir’d his dear Spoufe, patiently and quietly to fubmit to the 
parting Stroke *, to go on with good Courage in the Way of 
Duty ; and added, * It will be but a little While before we fhall 
meet to part no more.* 

Laft of all, he devoutly recommended his departing Soul to 
•Chrift, the glorious Redeemer •, and, after a few faint Groans, 
refted from his Labours, and bis IVorks do follow him. 

This folemn, awful and laft Scene of Life, Mr. Sergeant, to 
Appearance, paft thro% with as much Calmnefs, Sedatenefs and 
Compofui^ of Mind, as he ever enjoy’d in his Life ; and with a 
ferene and plcafant Countenance \ which (as the laft A<ft) Death 
changed and fent him away. The weeping Speiftators of thefe 
Things beheld them with Admiration, and acknowledged they 
had not before feen the like : And one of them obferv’d, that ic 
was worth While to die, if it might be in fuch a Manner. 

He left behind him a moft difconfolate and forrowful Widow, 
With three fmall Children, the eldeft about 8 or 9 Years old, and 
the youngeft upon the Breaft, on whom the Countenance of his 
Father is drawn to the Life. God grant they may all inherit 
his Excellencies and Vertues. 

Bleffed is that Servant, whom bis Lord when be cometh Jhall find 
fs doing, Matth. 24. 46. 

M if he Jhall come in the fecond Watch, or come i- he il ird 
Watch, and find tbemfo, Bleffed are tbofe Servants. Luk. . 2. 
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I had Tho’ts of continuing this Hiftorical Account of the 
Affairs of Stockbridge^rtlmng to the Indians^ down to the prefenc 
Time; and to have given an Account of Mr. Hollis’s increafing 
the Boys to be maintain’d and educated at his Expence, to the 
Number of 36, allowing for each Boy jf.5 Sterling per Annum : 
of what the General Affemblies of this Province, and of Connec¬ 
ticut, have done to encourage the Mobawks,to fend theirChildren 
to be educated at Stockbridge ; a confiderable Number of them 
being already come thither for that End : of what Capt. Coram 
did in England before his Death, to promote a Female Boarding- 
School at Stockl>ridge,znd what the honourable Society in London 
have done with Refpedl to it fince : of the Rev. Mr. Edwards’s 
fucceeding Mr. Sergeant in the Miniftry, as a Miflionary to 
the Indians, &c. &c. &c : But as I have not, fo perhaps it is not 
poflible at prefent to obtain, proper and neceflary Materials for 
that Purpofe. I fhall not therefore attempt it. But I hope the 
Gentlemen who have the Condudl: of thofeAffalrs, and are under 
Advantages for it, will carefully collcift and preferve proper Ma¬ 
terials for it, and that fome Body will, in Time to come, give the 
World a faithful Hiftory of the Succefs of thofe importantThings 
which are now carrying on, for the Good of the poor Natives. 
For I cannot but hope, that the Foundation M^Sergeant laid, 
will, by the Bleffing of God, proceed to fomething very confi¬ 
derable, and worthy of a Place in futureHiftory : and that he to 
whom the Heathen are given for his Inheritance, and the utmoji 
Parts of {be Earth for his Poffejfion, will fay concerning it, 
Dejiroy it not, for a Blejfmg is in it, * 

* Ifai. 65. 8. 
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The Conclufion, in an Addrefs, 


H## Shall now Goociode by enckavooring to reprefenfjto the 

S I ^ People in this Coyntry, the very great Irnportance of 
treating the Indians^ who livo among us, and upon our 
Borders, in a juft, kind and charitable Manner j and 
that we do, by all proper Means and Methods, endeavour to at- 
^ch them to us, and to the Britijh Intereft. This, I apprehend, 
is, a Subje<ft that has been too much negk<^edv and that greatly 
W^ats to be fet in a clear and juft Light. And I fincerely wifh, 
th^t fpme Gentleman of greater Abilities and Addrefs than 
I can pretend, to, would take it in Hand: Tho*, if my 
weak Eadeavours may a Means of moving others to dpjpftice 
to a Subji?*^ of fuch Weight, I fhall heartily rejoice in it. 

That I may offer what I have to fay, in the cleareft and rnoft 
concife Manner I can, I lhall go into the following Method. 

I ftiall endeavour to flxew, that it is of vaft Imporrapce 
to the Brkijh Premnces and Colonies in America^ erpecially tp the 
Pfovimej qf tlie New-!Kor-k^ and New-Hampfhire^ 

that they be in good Terms with the Indiansy and attach them 
to their Intereft. And, 

Secondly, I fhall endeavour toftiow, by v/hat Means, this may 
be effected : or what are the moft likely Methods to bripgit to. 
pafs. 

1. lam to (how, that it is of vaft Importance, that we be im 
good Terms with the Natives •, and that we ingage them in our 
Intereft. I freely grant, that the Indians, limply confider’d, are 
ROC of fueh great Confequence to us. We can fubfift without 
them. But yet, their Trade is a confiderable Article, worthy the 
Care of any politick People, and managed as it might, and ought 
.to be, would yield us great Profit. But if we confider them with 
Relation to Peace and War, as attach’d to us, or to our Enemies, 
they are of the laft Importance to us .* for they certainly have the 
Balance of Power in their Hand, and are able to turn it for or 

againft. 
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againft us, according as they fland'afFei^led tO us. Canada^ m» 
coniiderable as it isn, and from which, federate frorfi the Indians^ 
we have little or nothing to fear, in Time of War % Canada^ I 
fay, would be more than a Match for us, in Cafe they join with 
them againil us. He mu ft be a great Stranger tOj and very ig¬ 
norant of, the Circumftances both of the Englijh and Indims^v^ho' 
is not fenftble of this. Our Circumftances are fuGh^ that we can¬ 
not guard ourfelves againft the Incurfions of fuch Enemies in 
Time of War : for our Frontiers are of vaft extent, and border . 
upon the adjacentWildernefs ; which, tho’ almoft inacceflible to¬ 
ys, yet is the veryElement in whic h they delight to live. They 
areatHome in it. The People therefore who inhabit our Fron¬ 
tiers, while they follow their neceffary Bufinefs,are expos’d to be 
an eafy Prey to them : and many of them have been furpriz’d 
in their Fields and Houfes, and in a moft barbarous Manner put 
to Death. A fmall Number of Indians, encouraged & fupported 
by the French (which they are ready enough to do) can eafily 
keep us in a conftant Alarm, put us to an immenfe Charge, de- 
ftroy many, and impoverifh more, in our expos’d Piaces,and not 
put themfelves at all out of their Way ; yea, find their Account’ 
in it : for as they live byHunting,' fo whereGame is moft plenty 
they are beft off: And where Tan they find a better Supply, 
than among our Cattle, Sheep, and Corn-Fields ? There they 
live at Eafe, diftrefs and impoverifh us, and the adjacent Wilder- 
nefs, is their Refuge. By retiring into it, they are foon out of 
our Reach ; and long Experience has taught us, how ineffedual 
the Meafures we have taken, for our Safety and Defence, have 
prov’d. 

Some, I am fenfible, will fay, let us not be at any Coft and 
Pains to gain the Friendftiip of fuch a perfidious Crew, but let 
us deftrby them all. Quickly faid indeed, but not fo foon nor 
fo eafily effe<fted. Thofe Perfons who are for deftroying them 
would doubtlefs foon do it, where they firft bound and delivered 
up to them. But one Queftion here is, how we ftiall get them 
into ourPower ? And another is. Whether it #ould be fo humail^ 
generous and Chriftian-like, to take away their Lives, were that 
in our Power, as it would be to cultivate Friendftiip with them, 
and to feek their heft Good ? If we fhould be fo fanguine as to 
endeavour to deftroy them, it would doubtlefs prove a vain At- 
y 2 tempt 5 
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tempt; and ferve only to drive them to the French: who would 
be very ready to receive and prore< 51 : them. If we negle( 51 : them, 
and cake noMeafures to ingage them in our Intereft, or to culti¬ 
vate Friendlhip with them, this will probably render them indif¬ 
ferent to us, anddifpofc them to hearken to the enticing Infiou- 
ations of Romijh Emiflaries : and our Situation muft be very 
unhappy, when they become engaged in the French Intereff. 

If it be obje( 51 :ed, that the French have already gain’d a large 
Number ofto their Intereft, and therefore if we ule our 
beft Endeavours to gain others, it will avail nothing ; for thofe 
who are devoted to the French^ will neverthelefs diftrefs us in 
Time of War. I reply. 

It is very true, that the French of Canada^xhxo^ their Policy and 
^’'igilance, have taken theAdvantage of our Negled, and gain’d 
a large Number of the Natives to their Intereft, and are gaining 
more and more every Year ; and fome even from among our 
own Indians, They fpare neither Coft nor Pains to accomplifh 
their Defigns of thisNature; being fenfible enough, how advan¬ 
tageous it is to them, and how injurious to us : and if they con¬ 
tinue to be adive, and we negligent, as in Times paft, is it not 
too probable that they will, in a littleTime, attach to themftlyes 
all the Indians in North-America ? Does it not then concern ,us 
to ufe proper and vigorous Endeavours to prevent this apparent 
Mifchief, by counter-w'orking the French ? who are, I fuppofc,. 
tampering with all the Tribes of North-America^ to ingage them 
in their Intereft. And ftiould we fucceed in our Endeavours (as 
it is highly probable we might, if proper Steps were taken ) fo as 
to ingage the FiveNations^znd fome ocherTribeSjin heartyFriend- 
fhip with us ; and efpecially if we fhould beftow fuch Favours 
upon them, as would induce them to fettle upon our Frontiers; 
it would in all Probability prevent the Evil fpoken of in the Ob- 
jedion : for the Indians from Canada would not raoleft us, if a 
Number of the Natives, in hearty Friendftup with us, were 
placed in our Borders. Of this we have had a very plain Proof 
the laft War, in the Safety of Siockbridge^ and the adjacentPlaces, 
from any Attempts of the Enemy from Canada, 

Stockbridge is in the very Road of, and more expos’d to, the 
Indians from Canada^ than any other Place whatever ♦, and yet 
we fee that the Enemy turned off Eaft to ConneUicut-River^ and 

Weft 
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Weft to the Dutch Settlements, where they did much Mifchief i 
whue Stockbridge^ Sheffield^ I^cw-Marlborough and Number One^ 
tho more expos d, were not molefted. This, fo far as we can 
difcern, was owing to a fmall Number of Indians dwelling at 
Stockbridge^^ho are our hearty and faft Friends : which theEne- 
my being fenfible of, cared not to come within theirReach, leaft 
they fhould be taken in their own Snare. And if we Ihould en¬ 
courage theSettlement of other Indian Towns upon ourFrontiers, 
where Hunting is moft handy to them, as Stockbridge has been 
encouraged: fhould we give them Townfhips of Land fuitable 
for their Improvement, build a Meeting-Houfe & School-Houfe 
in each Town, and fupport Minifters and School Mailers in 
them ; would not this convince them that we are their true 
Friends, and feek their Good ? Would it not induce them to fet¬ 
tle in our Borders ? efpecially thofe of them who are dcfirous,thaE 
they themfelves & their Children fhould be inftruaed Would 
they not be a Guard to us in Time of War ? And if, after all, 
we fhould meet with fome Trouble from the Indians of Canada, 
might it not be effedlually prevented, by playing our Indians 
upon them, as they do theirs upon us? And would not the 
Charge of all this be a Trifle, compar’d with that of defendincr 
durfelve.s m Time of War ? But if we neglea them, and rake 
no Meafures to cultivate Friendfhip with them, and erpecially if 
we deal injurioufiy by them, fhall we not put an Advantage into 
the Hands of the French (which they will not fail of improvin<^) 
to engage them in their Intereft, and to imploy them againft us 
in Time of War ? which would prove a very great Calamity to 
us, if not our utter Ruin. Thefe Things confider’d, is it not of 
very great Importance,that we be at goodTerms with the neigh¬ 
bouring Natives. ° 

2. I will, in the next Place, endeavour to fhow what are the 
likely Methods to bring this to pafs : Or what Meafures we muft 
take with the Indians, if we would ingage them in hearty Friend- 
fliip with us. 

And here, in general, our Condud: towards them muft be 
fuch as fhall make them fenfible, that we are indeed their hearty 
Friends *, and fuch alfo as fhall convince them that it is their 
Intereft and Advantage to be in Friendfhip with us. Nothing 
Ihort of this, I apprehend, will attach them to us, fo as to an- 
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fwer the Ends propofed. If we often treat with them, renew the 
Friepdihip, and beftow upon them large Prefents: Or, as the/ 
phraYe it,Smoke together, brighten the Chain, or put the Brands 
together, to kindle up the former Fire ; and yet leave Room for 
them to fuppofe that this proceeds not from true Friendlhip, but 
rather from Fear of them, or from Sufpicion that they will join 
with our Enemies, &c. This will never be fufficient to engage 
them : the utmoft we can rationally expe( 5 t from it is, that they 
will not openly break with us, but keep up a Shew of Friendfhip, 
that they may have the Benefit of future Prefents at our Hands. 

Again, if we fhould by any Means convince them that we are 
their trueFriends,and yet not go into fuchMeafures with them as 
fhould turn to Advantage^ they would hardly be engag’d for 
us. As all other People are govern’d by Intereji^ fo are they. 
And the principal Handle we can take hold of, to attach them to 
us by, is their Intereji^ and that would not fail of doing of it. 
If a Tribe of Indians can fell their Skins to us for twentyShillings, 
and buy their Blankets for ten Shillings •, they will never go to 
Canada where they mull: fell their Skins for ten Shillings^ and give 
twenty Shillings for a Blanket. Convince them that it is much 
for their Intereft and Advantage to be our Friends and Allies, 
and we need not fear but that they will be fo. ,Now,in Order to 
convince them that we are truly their Friends,and th^t it‘is their 
Intereft to be. ours ; We muft, , ^ , 

In the firft Place,treat them according to the Rules of Equity 
and Juftice. We muft not defraud and opprels them, but be 
honeft and juft in our Dealings with them. 

TheNatives with whom we have to dOjarePerfons of fo much 
Sagacity that they can diftinguifti between juft and injurious 
Treatment, as well as other Men. They are alfo as ready to re- 
fent, and perhaps more forward to revenge Injuries, than any 
other People under Heaven. If therefore we treat them in an 
unjuft Manner, we may rationally exped! that they will be fo far 
from being our Friends, that they will join with our Enemies, 

and feek Opportunities of Revenge. 

It is well known, xdat Indians are generally addidfed to. 
Drunkeonefs, and that when they have tailed a little Liquor,they 
have a ftrongThirft for more, and will part with anyThing they 
have, for a fufficient Quantity to make them Drunk.— And is 
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it not as well known, that we have taken the Advantage of this 
their vieiows Appetite, and for a few Quarts of Rura have pur¬ 
chas’d valuable Effedts of them ? Have not private Perfons thus 
made their Gains of them, notwithftanding the good Laws that 
have been in Force to prevent it ? And is not this the Manner of 
all privateTraderSjWho go among their feveral Tribes 'forGain ? 

In cur publick Dealings with them at our Truck-Houfes, 
where Rum has been freely fold them. Care has been taken 
that they fhould not be cheated, but that they Ihould have the 
full Value of what they had to fell : An Indian therefore, who 
was Owner of a, Pack of Bever, DeerjQdns, or any other valuable 
Goods» could buy a large QuaJitity of Rum,an.d might getDrunk 
perhaps ten Times or more, whereas if he had fallen into private 
HandSr he muft have contented himfelf with being Drunk but 
once or twice. Which of thefe proves moft injurious to the 
Indians in the End, I fhail not pretend to determine. 

When they are thus intoxicated, they fall out among them- 
felves, Fighr^, and fom-etimes kill one anorher, and feme have 
drunk themlelves. dead on the Spot. haftance. of each of 
thefe there has been, if I am rightly inform’d, ntFori-Dunmer, 
fjn.9e that has been improv’d as aTruck-Houfe. And whether 
the Guilt of that Blood does not lie upon us, I leave others to 
judge. 

Now, if we treat the Natives in thisForm, will theyv can they^ 
live with us ? Will not thcLaw of Self-Prcfervation oblige them 
to leave us, and to go where they may be better us’d ? Some 
©f the Five Nations plainly fpeak it out and fay, “ We can¬ 
not live with the Englijh & Dutch ; they bring us fo much Rum 
that it deftroys us; we muft go-to theFrmi?»,who wilMet us have 
but little ftrong Prink.” Thus we alienate the Indians from us, 
and as it were oblige them to go over to the French^ who are 
often our Enemies, and fail not to imploy them againft us in 
Time of War. And if we proceed to deal thus injurioufly with, 
them, what can we exped but that they will leave us, and be a. 
fevere Scourge to us ? 

Tho* the Indians are funk below the Dignity of humanNature, 
and their Luft after Prink expofes them to be cheated out of 
what little they have •, yet this gives us noRight to deal unjuftljr 
by them. They have a natural Right to Juftice, and may, with 

great 
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great Propriety challenge it at our Hand, feeing we profefs 
to be fubje6l to theLaw of which teach us to do that which 
is akogei her juft. And we fhould be fo far from taking the Ad¬ 
vantage of their Ignorance, Vice and Poverty, to defraud them 
of what is their juft Right, that we ftiouid rather be mov^d to 
Pity, and compaffionate their deplorable State, and be Eyes to 
the Blind, &c. 

I am fully perfuaded, that if we were upright and juft in all 
our Tranfadions with them *, if our Trade with them were put 
into theHands of faithful Men, who wmuld deal juftly by them ; 
and if they were fupply’d with all Neceflaries for themfelves and 
Families at a moderate Price, it would not be in thePower of all 
the French at Canada (fubtil as they are) to alienate them from us. 
The French are not upon equal Ground with us in this Affair. 
For their Nothern Climate is much more inhofpitable & fevere 
than ours is : Their Country is not fo produdive of thofeFruits, 
which the Indians very much live upon, as ours : Nor can 
they afford Goods which are proper and neceffary for the 
Indians at fo cheap a Lay as we can : Therefore we can give 
them thofe Advantages which Canada cannot. We can, with¬ 
out Damage to ourfelves, make it their Intereft to adhere to tis: 
And when Experience has once taught them, that their Intereft 
lies with us, they will want no other Inducement to ingage them 
to us : Yea, it will not only attach thofe of thern to us, who are 
not yet gone xo Canada, but it will induce thofe who are, to re¬ 
turn to their Brethren, for the fake of the Profit they might reap 
by it •, efpecially if we give them all the Advantage we can, 
confiftent with our own. 

. As unjuft & abiifive Treatment of the Indians naturally 
to alienate them from us, and to turn them off to the French 5 
fo a Series of juft and faithful Dealing with them would be like¬ 
ly to attach them to us,and to make them our faft Friends. This 
again appears from the Temper and Condud of that Parc of the 
Fribe of the River Indians who live at Stockbridge. For cho* 
they were, for a confiderable Time, extreamly jealous, that we 
had fome ill Defign upon them,even in the Favours they receiv’d 
at ourHands; (ajealoufy founded, I fuppofe, upon therll Ufage 
the Natives have too often been the Subjeds of) yet by the juft 
Treatment they, for a Courfc of Years, have met with, from the 

Government^ 
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Covnmnmt, from m.Sergeant, Mr.' Woodhridge, and others, they 
are become our hearty Friends > willing to live or die with us, 
whether in Peace or War. 

It is very true, that in order to obtain the End propos’d, our 
Trade with the Indians muft not be in private Hands. It mull 
not be in the Power of every private Perfon to treat them as he 
pleafes. We may upon good Grounds defpair of their bein<^ 
treated with Equity and Juftice, if every one may gratify his 
avaricious Temper in dealing with them. Our Trade therefore 
^ j publick Nature, and muft be committed to theCare 

and Management of faithful Men: Not to fuch as will feek the 
Service, and makeFricnds to procure the Poll for them-, (certain 
Indications of a Self-feeker) but Men of Uprightnefs & Integrity 
muft be fought out, fuch and fuch only muft be betrufted with 
Bufinefs of fuch Importance : Good Inftrudions muft be o-iven 
them, which muft be carefully adher’d to. ° 

If the Indian Trade at Canada were in privateHands; if every 
private Perfon there might deal with the Indians at Pleafure, we 
might.then hope that thofe who are gone from us would foon re¬ 
turn : for, in thatCale, it is fuppofable enough that they would 
not meet with much better Ufage there, than they do here : tho’ 
It is fcarcely fuppofable that they would meet with much worfe. 
The Trade with the Indians is wholly in the Hand of 
publick Officers, (if I am rightly informed) and a private Man, 
if he want a Dear-lkin, a Beaver-fkin, &c. is not allow’d to pur- 
chafe of an Indian, but muft go to the publick Stores. Upon 
the Suppofition that thofe Officers are faithful, and deal juftly by 
the Indians, it is furely a wife & politick Method to inga^e them 
in their Favour. And fo long as every private Perfon*^ in the 
Engliffi Government is atLiberty to trade with them, when,and 
where, he pleafes,* and to cheat them out of what they have, what 
can we exped: but that they will repair toCanada where they may 
be better us’d ? Is it not owing to the ill Treatment they have 
met with from the Englijb and DuUKthu fo many of them are 
gone already ? And if no proper Meafures are taken to prevent 
thei^being ill us’d, will not thofe who are yet behind foon fol¬ 
low their Brethren ? Yea, if we furniffi them with large Quan¬ 
tities of Rum, make themDrunk, and then defraud them of what 
they have, do we not reduce them to a Neceffity,either of living 
^ low 
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low and miferabie with us, or of going from us, that they may 
fare better ? How low, how difpirited, how miferabie & brutilh 
rhefe few are, who live within our Borders, is too manifeft. And 
whether we, by our ill treating of them, have not contributed 
to their Milery, rs worthy of Our fcrious Ent^uiry. Yea, would 
it not be proper for us to enquire. Whether we have not, by our 
Negle£l& Abufe of them,pro voiced Heaven to let loofc theNativcs 
upon us, who have been one of the fbfeft Scourges that we were 
ever chaftifed with ? What Multitudes have they, in a moft cruel 
Manner, murdered in our Borders ? How many of our Neigh¬ 
bours have they led into Captivity ? Some of whom have been 
redeem’d at a very great Expence, and others arc become either 
l?agans or Papifts, and continue ftill in a foreign Land. And 
who can count the Coif we have been at, to defend ourfelves 
againft their Incurfions ? 

If the Britiili Government Ihould be difpos’d, inTime to come,, 
to fee up and maintain a publkk, boneft and juft Trade with the 
Nve Nations, or any other Tribes, thereby to attach them to us, 
to promote their true Intereft,with other valuableEnds that might 
thereby be anfwe.'d : This Objedion perhaps would arife, visz. 
That fuch a Proceeding will be a very great Expence to the 
Publick, for our Trade cannot be fafe qnlefs it be proteded by a 
conlidcrable Force. A Fort muft be built, and aGarrifon of 50, 
60 or perhaps 100 Men, with their proper Officers, muft be 
maintain’d at eachPlace where theTrade is fet up : therefore the 
Advantage would not countervail the Coft. To this I reply. 

If fuch Garrifons fhould be tho’t neceftary in the Places where 
aTrade is fet up, to be aGuard to it ^ the Charge would nothing 
like equal that of an Indian War, which perhaps it might prevent. 

But further, I apprehend that the Charge of fuch Garrifons 
might be fpar’dand that, inftead of being neceflary, they would 
prove very injurious to theDefign *, and that it w'ould be a very 
wrong Step to be taken in that Affair. 

Ail who are in any good Meafure acquainted with the Indians 
know, that they are extreamly jealous, leaft any Incroachments 
ffiould be made upon them : and it is not ftrange it fhould be fo, 
confidering what has paft over them. And if aNumber of arm’d 
Men were placed among them, and Forts built for the Defence 
of our Trade, they would be Sufpicious, that fomething hoftile 

was 
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was intended, and we ^ould not be able to remove the Sufpicion. 
They would behold us with a jealous Eye, and perhaps, take 
Meafures to fruftrate the whole Defign. 

The moft effedtuai Way to induce them to truft us, is to truft 
them : and they will be ready enough to proted: our Trade, if 
we defire it, and Ihow that we confide in them to do it. And 
when a little Experience has taught them, how advantageous 
fuch a Trade would be to thenit, they would be ready enough to 
do it, for their own Advantage. If therefore we fhould defire 
them to admit a Trader into one of their own Forts, or to build 
a Fort at our Charge in lome convenient Place for fuch a Defign, 
and to take Care that our Trade be fafe ; this would tend to 
convince them, both of our Friendlhip to, and of our Con¬ 
fidence in, them •, and they would not only be pleas’d with it, 
but alfo ambitious to ftiow us thaF we may fafely truft them : 
And were I to be the Truck-Mafter, I Ihould efteem myfelf 
much fafer in theirProte< 5 tion, than in a Garrifon of loo Englijh 
Men : For if fuch a Garifon fhould be placed among them, 
they themfeives would fufpedt fome ill Defign carrying on againft 
them, and the French would infallibly telf them, that tho* we 
pretended Peace and Friendlhip, yet our Defign in the End is to 
difpofiefs them of their Country. 

If indeed a Truck* Mafter fhould prove an unfaithful Servant, 
and inrich himfclf by defrauding them, he might have Occafion 
for Englifh Soldiers to proted him and his Stores : but if they 
found him faithful, friendly and juft in his Dealings with them, 
they would be as careful of him as of their own Eyes, and ven¬ 
ture their own Lives for him. What would not the Indians of 
Stockbridge have done forMr. Sergeant in hisDay,whom they had 
found to be their true and hearty Friend ? And what would they 
not now do for Mr. IVoodbrtdge, of whom they have had the like 
Experience ? Indians will be as ready as the Englijh., and perhaps 
much more fo, to ferve and proteft, if there be Occafion, thofe 
whom they have found to be their faithful and real Friends. 

In a Word, I apprehend, that if we had in Times paft treated 
the Natives according to theRules of Equity & Juft,ice, it would 
have been quite fufficient to have ingaged them in our Intereft, 
and to have kept them in Amity and Friendfhip with us. 
And chat, even now, they might in a little Time be attach’d to 
Z 2 us, 
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us, by fuchTreatment: But this, I confefs, I defpalr of, if every 
private Perfon muft be left at his Liberty to treat them as he 
pleafes, and to defraud them of all they have : which I take to be 
the Cafe in New-York Government, who lie next to the Five 
Nations^ and have their Trade *, tho* in this Province we have 
good Laws in Force to reftrain privatePerfons from felling them 
ilrong Drink. \ 

2. We fhould alfo exercife that Kindnefs and Generofity to¬ 
wards them, that fhall convince them that it is for their IntereB: 
to be in Friendlbip with us. We fhould not, in a Cafe of fuch 
Importance, content ourfelves with being bearly juft in ourTreac- 
ment of them, but we ftiould alfo be kind & generous, as a proper 
Expedient to obtain the End propos’d. I am aware,I fhail here 
be quick interrupted with this Exclamation. 

What! kind and generous to fuch an ungrateful evil Crew ! to 
which I ftiall only anfwer. We have good Authority for being 
kind to the Unthankful and to the Evil. And if that good Being 
who recommends it to us, had not given an Example of it, in 
his Dealings with us, how deplorable had our State been ? This 
kind Temper and Behaviour is recommended to us in the, Gof- 
pel, not only becaufe it is the W^ill of our heavenly Father that 
we ftiould be kind, but alfo becaufe the Exercife of k anfwer^i 
excellent Ends •, produces very good & defireable EfFeds : fuch 
as Love, Friendlhip, Peace, &c. And while we make a Profef- 
fion of Chriftianity, it is Pity the Practice of it, in fo material an 
Article, fhould be Gbje6fed againft. And is^it not very proper 
that we fhould exercife Kindnefs and Generofity to the poor Nas- 
tives, when there is a ftrong Probability of its being of very hap¬ 
py Confequence both to them and us I 

A great deal of Kindnefs and Generofity has been exercis’d 
towards the River Indians at Houfatunnuk, by this Government, by 
the honourable Corporation at Home, by their honourable & Rev. 
Commiffioners at Bofton, by the Rev. Mr. Idol/is, by the Rev. Mr. 
Sergeant, Mr. PVoodbridge and others : and the Confequence has 
been very happy as to them *, they are brought to theKnowledge of 
the Gofpel, and to a Chriftian ProfelTion : and many of them, 
we hope, to the faving Knowledge of God. We alfo have found 
the Benefit of this kind Ufage of them : for thereby they are be¬ 
come our hearty Friends,are united to us in their Affe<ftions, and 

were 



An Addref&j 8cc. 


175 


were a MeanSiin the Hand of Providence, of covering our moft 
Weftern Frontiers the iaft War. And were the like Kindnefs 
ftiown by us to other Tribes, is there notRoom to hope that the 
Effects might be alike happy ? IfTownlhips, fuitablefor Indians 
to lettle in, were provided in our Frontiers, and it were propos’d 
to them that if they would come and fettle in them, they Ihould 
not only enjoy the Land as their own, but alfo have a Minifter 
fupported among them to inftrua them in theChriftianReligion ; 
and alfo a School-Mafler to teach theirChildren to read & write ; 
would not this induce many of them,efpecially of the betterSort, 
to come and fettle in our Borders And would they not cover 
Gur Frontiers in Cafe of a War with France ? 


What has been done for the Indians Steckhridge has doubtlefs 
been much oblerv d, and approv’d of, by the Hatives far & near. 
That there is a School fet up at Canada, in Imitation of Mr. Ser¬ 
geant^s, School at Stockbridge, and a large Number of Scholars in 
it, we have heard and receive for Truth. That the French,\^ho 
eftcem Ignorance to be the Mother of Devotion, and do not de- 
fire to teach the Indians any Thing more than to fay their Beads, 
and to crofs themfelves, have done this out of Choice, is not at 
all likely. They do not defire that their Indians fhould become 
a knowing People. But yet, being fenfible that the Report of 
Mr. Sergeant^ School had fpread itfelf far & wide, and that their 
Indians were pleas’d with the Method the Englijh had taken to 
furnifh the Natives with Knowledge, they apprehended that un- 
lefs fome Thing like it were done among them, there would be 
Danger of the Indians repairing to us for Inftruftion, and to pre¬ 
vent this, and to ingage them to themfelves, they fee up their 
School. This, I conjedure, is the Truth of the Cafe. And if 
fo, it is manifeft that the Indians are inclin’d tb feek after Know¬ 
ledge : And therefore would be difpos’d to hearken to fuch kind 
and generous Propofals, if they were made to them. And who 
can tell but that this, that, or the other Tribe, would gladly 
fettle fuch Towns, if they were invited to it in a properManner ? 

g. Another Step, and,perhaps,the moft promifing one we can 
take,to ingage the Indians inFriendlhip'with us is, to fendMiffio- 
naries among their refpediveTribes,Minifters & School-Mafters, 
to inftrud them in the Principles, and to perfuade them to the 
Pradlice of Chriftianitj. Tho’ they have fo long liv’d near us. 


and 
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and been converfant with us, yet they remain ignorant of the 
Way of Salvation, Strangers to the Gpfpel, and are pcrifhing for 
lack of Knowledge : A Cafe that might well move our Pity and 
Companion towards them, and put us upon doing what we can 
for their Relief. And whether our former Negledt of Things of 
this Nature has not been provoking to Heaven, may be worthy 
of our ferious Enquiry. 

The Intereft the Rev. Mr. Barclay had in the Mohawks^ while 
he was with them,theReformation of Manners he wrought among 
them, theirWiliingnefs to receive Inftruflion, and theirEngaged- 
nefs to profecute Learning, are a plain Indication that taithful 
Mliffionarips would be welcome to them. And the Five Nations 
being neareft us,and their Friendfhip of very great Confequence, 
it might be proper to begin with them : And what has been 
done among them by Mr. Barclay^ and others, might be no fmall 
Help in the Cafe. If we fliould fend Perfons well qualified for 
the Bufinefs to refide among them, and fupport them well,there 
would bp no Foundation for any Jealoufy that wc have an ill 
Defign upon them, and if at any Time fuch Jealoufies fliould 
arife, they would foon fubfide, upon the Indians having a little 
Experience of our Kindnefs and Friendfliip to them. The pru¬ 
dent Condud and faithful Labours of fuch Miffionaries might, 
by the Blefliag of Gpd, flerve to remove their Barbarity, correft 
their Manffcrspi re;form the]r Lives, promote in them vertuous 
Sentiments^ and fey Degrees fprm them to true Religion. This 
we may hope would be the happy Event, with Refped to many 
of them, tho’ not to all -, and if, by muchLabour and Expence, 
it might be. brought to pafs, fliould we not find our Account in 
it: for what would be the Charge of fupporcing a fewMifliona- 
ries, compar’d with that of an Indian War ? And is there not 
'great Probability that fuch Meafures would in a'few Years Time 
attach them to us in a hearty Friendfliip ? And if the Five Na¬ 
tions who are a Terror to, and have in great Meafure the Com¬ 
mand of, other Tribes, were indeed our Friends, and made fo by 
fuch Obligations laid upon them, would it not be an effeaual 
Means of reftraining other Indians from giving us Trouble m 

Cafe of a War? . 

The general Objedion here, I am fenfible will be Tfiere is 
noLikelihood of fucceedin'g, and therefore it is not worth while 
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to make any Trial, it would only be to fpend Labour & Money 
to no good Purpofe. To which I reply. 

How can we draw the Conclufion before we have made the 
Experiment ? Have we ever made any proper Trial, and found 
ourfelves difappointed ? And can it be look’d upon juft to draw 
fuch a Conclufion, in a Cafe of fuch Importance, unlefs we had 
better Grounds for it ? 

It is true, yiv.Sergeant made a Vifit to ^tSufguahanna Indians, 
Mr. Brainard alfo, in his Day, did the fame, without Succefs .* 
but we know that the Excufe thofe Indians made was, that they 
held their Lands of the Five Nations, and therefore could not 
comply with fuch a Motion, till their Confent was firft obtain’d. 
And befides, fhall we efteem two or threeVifits made by private 
Perfons a fufficient Trial in this Cafe ? Sufficient indeed it was 
to ffiow that thofe good Gentlemen were pofleft of an excellent 
Spirit, and of a laudable Zeal for the Good of the poorNatives: 
but yet I apprehend not fufficient to difeourage further Attempts. 
If thofe Gentiemen,v ho went in a private Capacity,had fuftain’d 
a publick Charadter, perhaps they had been more regarded. 
But however, when we have us’d our beft Endeavours, and they 
indeed prove unfuccefsfufwe may be excufable 5 but can we look 
upon ourfelves fo, if we fit ftill and ufe no Endeavours for the 
Help of thofe poor benighted People ? 

If proper Attempts fhould be made forChriftianizing the Five 
Nations, there would, I am fenfibie, fome. notable Difficulties lie 
in theWay,but yet perhaps none but what might be furmounted. 

One Difficulty that would doubtlefs attend fuch a laudable 
Undertaking, would arife from thofe who maintain a private 
Trade among them, from which they reap greatGain ; efpecially 
by the Article of Rum, too much of which they convey to them, 
and by the Influence of which the Indians are eafily defrauded. 

Thefe Traders would be very fenfibie, that if Chriftianity 
ftiould prevail among thofe Nations, thtHope of theirGain would 
be gone, and feeing by this Craft they have their fV<}clth,x.\iG.y would 
ufe their utmoft Endeavours to dilTuade che from imbrac- 

ing the Ways of Religion. They in Fad did fo at Houfatmnuk, 
where the Numoer of Indians was fmall, and their Trade not fo 
confiderable (as the foregoingHiftory ftiews.) How much more 
then will they do it, if Endeavours ftiould be us’d to convert the 

Mohawks, 
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Mohawksy whofeTrade is vadly more advantageous? But as the 
Indians at Houfatunnuk^ by Mr. Sergeants Help, faw thro’ the 
Artifice they us’d *, and were made fenfible of the felfifliViews of 
the Traders, fo doubtlefs the Five Nations may cafiiy be inform’d, 
and the Obftrudlion foon remov’d. 

Another Difficulty will arife from the falfe Infinuations of 
Romip Emiflaries, who will not fail to tell them, that we are 
about to teach them a falfe Religion, and if they hearken to us, 
they will all certainly be damn’d. But when thofe Indians are 
properly inform’d of theConduftof thei^r^wi?, and otherRoman 
Catholicks, how they deny theUfe of the Bible to the common 
People among themfelves, and that they have no Dcfign to ac¬ 
quaint the Indians with the Word of God : And on the other 
Hand, that our Defign is not to impofe upon them, but to open 
the Bible to them, to enable them to read it, and to judge for 
themfelves : will not this fatisfy them of our honeft Intentions 
towards them, and of the Safety & Propriety of their examining 
Things, that they may form a Judgment for themfelves ? 

A third, and perhaps much the greateft Difficulty that would 
attend this good Defign is, that thofe Indians efieem themfelves 
Chrifiians already, and value themfelves upon their being as good 
Chriftians as their Neighbours. Mr. Sergeant^ in his Journal of 
November 25. 1734, fays,— ‘ The Mohawks are generally Pro- 
‘ fefifors of Ghriftianiry, but for want of InftruSion have but 
‘ little of it in Reality.—* They are fo ignorant of thcPrinciples 
of Religion, that they know not the Difference between one who 
is baptiz’d and calls himfelf a Chriftian,and one who lives agrea- 
bly to theRules Chrift has given us fo walk by. They are not 
fenfible of the Neceffity of being conform’d to thofe Rules of 
■Vertue and Holinefs which Chrift has preferib’d. Romijh Emif- 
faries have baptiz’d fome of them,othcrs (as I have been inform’d) 
have been baptiz’d by Dutch Minifters ; and they efteem it 
a Privilege belonging to them to have their Children baptized, 
whenever they prefent them ; without any Regard being had, 
either to the Qualifications of the Parent, or the religious Edu¬ 
cation of^ the Child. When the Rev. Mr. Spencer was among 
them a few Years ago, they were much difpleas’d that he de¬ 
clin’d baptizing fome Children, whofe Parents were notorioufly 
ignorant, vicious and wicked. Some Indians from Canada^ who 
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l^ad an EngUJh Woman to their Mother, came a few Years pad 
to W^jijieldy to vifit Englijh Relations there, and while they 
ftay’d at that Place, they had a Child born, and were much of¬ 
fended with the Rev. Mr. ^^/^»//w,who declin’d baptizing of ir, 
as they defir’d. Since the Rev, Mr. Edwards has been at Stock- 
bridge^ one of the Mohawks refiding there had a Child born, and 
was highly affronted becaufe Mr. Edwards did not baptize it 
upon his Defire. From thefe Inftances it is evident, that they 
account their Children have Right to Baptifm, whenever they 
defire it. And being baptized,they efieem them goodChriftians,. 
whatever their Converfadon may be : for they derive their No¬ 
tions of Chriftianity,not from the Bible, (to which they are Stran- 
gersj but from the Example of the Dutch & French^ with whom 
they are converfant,and who profefs themfelves to be Chriftians. 

And fo far forth as being baptized, in the forementionedMan- 
ner, and calling themfelves Chriftians, will make them fo, they 
are fo to be efteem’d. Now thefe Things being fo, it may prove 
a difficult Thing to make them fenfible, that Drunkennefs and 
other vicious Pradices are inconfiftent withChriftianiry ; becaufe 
thofe Chriftians, who fall under their Obfervation, give them an 
Example of Vice, and go fuch Lengths therein. 

But yet I apprehend this Difficulty might alfo be remov’d, 
by giving them a juft and true Account of the Nature &• Extent 
of the Chriftian Religion ; by informing them what the Will of 
Cbriji is-,- hoW he expe<fts that we ftiould be conform’d to his 
Likencfs,and to hisLaws. The Indians are as capable of hearing 
Reafons and giving them their Weight, as other Men : and it is 
becaufe they know not what Chriftianity i% that they efteem 
themfelves Chriftians, in their ppiefent Circumftances.' When ; 
they are made acquainted with the Terms of Salvation, propos’d 
in the Gofpel, and what they muft do that they may inherit eter¬ 
nal Life, when they are well inftruded in theDodrines of Chrifi^ 
they will be fenfible that the Religion which they now have, is 
little or nothing like that which is taught by the Gofpel. When 
Mr. Edwards to baptize a Mohawk Child horn -m.~Sfock- ' 

bridgefivthich I have before mentioned) and they were very much 
difpleas’d with him on that Account, he went to them, gave them 
theReafons of hisCQnduct,and inform’d them as clearly as he was 
able of the Nature and End of Baptifin ; Thofe Indians receiv’d 
A a ' the 
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theForce of hisReafons^and appear’d to be fatisfy’d &’contented, 
when he had taken Pains to inform them. And I doubt not 
but proper Inftrudion and Information would remove the Diffi¬ 
culty 1 have been fpeaking of. 

Tho’ Chriftianizing thofe Indians may prove a difficultWork, 
yet if our Endeavours might, by the divine Bleffing,be fucceeded, 
would not the Advantage thence arifing to them, and us, more 
than compenfate the Pains and Expence we Ihould be at ? And 
is there not fo much Ground to hope for Succefs, as ffiould in¬ 
duce us to make the Experiment ? 

1 ffiallinow conclude,, by ,briefly Fuggeftlng a few Things, not 
yet mentioned, - the.ferioua Confideration of which may excite us 
to ufe our belt Endeavours for the Convcrfion of the neighbour¬ 
ing Indians to the Chriflian Faith. 

1. And in the firft Place, lliould not the Confideration of the 
divine Bounty ;^nd Goodnefs, beflow’d upon us, excite us to im- 
ploy Part of that undeferv’d Goodnefs to promote the Knowledge 
of God, our bountiful Benefador, among thofe who are deftitute 
of it ? Thro* the undeferv’d Favour and Blefling of God,we have 
been profperous in our fecularAflfairs,fucceeded in ourHufbandry, 
Trade, &c. and are become a wealthy People : And,were we as 
whiling as we are able, might we not fpare large Sums for the 
Propagation of theGorpei among the Heathen I Ought we not 
then to flisw our Gratitude to the glorious Author of dl our 
Comforts, by imploying a Part of hts Bounty to promote the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom ? Is it not fit that we ffiould thus hencur 
the Lord with our Suhftance ? Does it not lie as a Reproach upon 
us, who make an high Profeffion, .that.we expendfo little to pro¬ 
mote the Knowledge of God among thtNatives^ andfo much to- 
ill Purpofcs ? Were what we imploy in unnecefTary Expences,by 
which Pride and Luxury are indulged and nourilbed, imploy’d 
in the laudable Method I am recommending ; would it not be 
fufficienc, well to fupport a Multitude of Miffionaries among the 
neio-hboiiring Tribes? Would it not probably be a Means of 
turning many of them from the Power of Satan to God ? And 
wouldlc not be an Odour of a fweet Smelly a Sacrifice acceptable^, 
well pleafing to God t f And feeing God, by his Bleffings, has 
inabled us to contribute to fuch a good Defign, ffiould we not 

chcarfully- 

■f Phil. 4, I?. I 
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ehearfuHy give of our Subftance, for the fpiritual Benefit of the 
perifiiing Heathen ? 

2. Should not the Light and Grace of the Gofpel, which we, 
thro’ divine Goodnefs enjoy, be a ftronger Argument ilill to 
excite us to endeavour theConverfion of the Heathen ? 

A few Generations back we were in a State of Heathenifm, as 
they now are : Aliens from the commonwealth of Ifrael — and with¬ 
out God in the World. * But thro* divine Goodnefs,/^^ Day fpring 
from on High has vifited us., and we enjoy the Light & Privileges 
of the Gofpel-Difpenfation. Seeing thenGod has hadCompalTion 
on us, and beftow’d upon us thofe riches Blefiings ; ought we not 
to have Compaflion on the neighbouring Heathen, and ufe our 
beft Endeavours that they alfo may be made Partakers of the 
Light and Blefiings of the Gofpel ? 

g. Should we not be mov’d to fuch charitableEndeavours from 
the Confideration of the wretched and forlorn Circumftances, in 
which the poor Natives appear before our Eyes. We often behold 
thofe piteous Obje(Sts, appearing half na^ed and almofi; fiarv’d ; 
which is the Effedt of their viciousWay of Living. We fee them 
alfo in theDepths of Ignorance & Barbarity *, wholly unacquaint¬ 
ed with the Way of Salvation,and quite unconcern’d for their eter¬ 
nal Good : And yet their Powers, both of Body & Mind,are net 
inferiour to our own. Were they brought toCivility & Induftry, 
they might ftand upon equal Ground with us, refpedling the 
Comforts of Life ; and were they inftrudted in divine Things, 
made acquainted with the great & important Truths of theGof- 
pel, they might ftand as fair for the Kingdom of Heaven as we 
do. Should not our Eyes therefore aftedt our Hearts, when we 
behold them in fuch miferableCircumftances ? And Ihould we not 
exert ourfelves in all proper Ways for theirHelp. Did the Wounds 
of the poor Man half dead, who/<?// among Wteves, plead with fo 
much Eloquence for human Compaflion, as the unhappy State of 
the poor Natives does for Chriftian Charity ? And if the Com- 
pafiion of a Samaritan was mov’d by the former,how much more 
ftiould the Bowels of a Chriftian be mov’d by the latter ? 

4. The noble Example of fome generous & pious Perfons, at 
Home, may well excite us to liberal Contributions for the Benefit 
of the poor Heathen* 

Not 

» Eph. 2| 12. 
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Not only publick Societies, but alfo private Perfons, in Great- 
Britain, have generoufly and liberally contributed for the Benefit 
o\ i\\t Nativesy\n this difiantPart of thcWorld ; as the foregoino- 
Hiftory ftiows. Tho’ they are at 3000 Miles Diftance, and never 
beheld, as we do,thofe miferable Objeds •, yet, from a truly pious 
and generousSpiric,they have fent over their liberalContributions, 
that the Heathen, by their Means, may be inform’d in the Way 
of Life. Verily,they Jhall not loofe their Reward. A nobleExample 
they fet before us, moft worthy our Imitation : And how can we 
excufe ourfelves, if we negledl to copy after it ? Some indeed 
may plead their Inability, but this is not the Cafe of all. Arc 
there not among us many wealthy Merchants & Traders ? Arc 
there not alfo many Farmers, who abound in Wealth, upon the 
Lands which were,a few Years ago, the Property of the Indians, 
who now ftand in Need of their Charity } Should not fuch Per¬ 
fons be mov’d, by the generous Examples of others, to help for¬ 
ward the noble Defign of converting the Heathen ? Yea,are not 
the People in general able to do fomethihg to h^lp forward fo 
good a Defign And will it not lie as a Reproach upon us, if 
we, who make a high Profeflionof Religion, prove void of Cha¬ 
rity, when we are fo loudly call’d to the Exercife of it, not only 
by the laudable Example of generous Benefadors at Home; but 
alfo by the perifbing Circumftances of the neighbouring Indians ? 

I fhall only add my heartyWifiles,that this Continent, 

which, for Ages unknown, has been a Seat of Darknefs, and full 
of the Habitations of Cruelty, may become a Scene of Light and 
Love that the Heathen in it, who have been wont to thirft 
after Blood, may hunger and thirjl after Righteoufnefs ■; That the 
Wildernefs and folitary Place may be glad for them, the Defert rejoice 

and bloffom as the Rofe ;- That the Glory of Lebanon may be 

given unto it, the Excellency of Carmel and Sharon ;• That they 
may fee the Glory of the Lord, and the Excellency of our God, If 

II Ifai. 35. I, 2. 
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